VOL. 21 No. 9. 


.UESDAY, APRIL 18, 2000 


@ REGISTERED BY AUSTRALIAN POST @ PUBLICATIONS No. NBQ5726 


By John Economos 


arconi’s coach Eddie 
Krneevic after having 
just downed the 


Gippsland Falcons 4-1 fast 
Sunday night at the Marconi 
Stadium, immediately swung 
his full attention to second 
placed on the League ladder, 
the Perth Glory. 

“To be a serious contender for 
the League championship, it’s 
essential that we beat Perth this 
Friday night,” underlined 
Krncevic, Australia’s former 
World Cup striker. 

Marconi clash with the Glory 
this Friday night (Good Friday) at 
the Marconi Stadium in the only 
match scheduled for this night. 

“We've not beaten the Glory 
yet in our last seven games,” 
lamented Kmneevic. 

“The last time we met them in 
Sydney we played very well but 
ended up with just a 1-1 draw. 

“[’'m very much looking for- 
ward to the challenge at home on 
Friday night. 

“Tn reality this match is worth 
six League points to us. 

“We are seriously in the hunt 
for a spot in the Top Two,” 
stressed the Marconi coach. 

Friday night’s clash is rapidly 
shaping up as a ‘battle royale’ 
between two of Australia’s cur- 


tent top sides. 
Continued on page 3 


Marconi’s central marker Mark Babic tackles Perth’s Jamie Harnwell when the two teams clashed 


earlier this season. Both teams will do battle once again this time at Marconi Stadium this Friday. 


Stange Extends Contract 


By Richard Kreider 


fer keeping the Perth Glory office and his 
multitude of supporters in suspense Perth 


Glory coach Bernd Stange has finally 
agreed terms for a 12 month extension on his 
existing contract which was to end in June this 
year. 

Glory chairman Nick Tana caused a major sensa- 
tion back in February when he decided not to renew 
Stanges’ contract. He only performed a back flip 


BREAKERS 
GE 2 


after the club received an aston- 
ishing wave of support for the 
likable German from many sup- 
porters and sponsors. 

“We are delighted Bernd will 
sign for another full year,” said 
Glory General Manager Roger 
Lefort. 

“He’s proved to be an excep- 
tional coach with us, in the two 
years he has been here, Bernd Bernd Stange 


Siasaiis| THE GOOD OIL... 


has taken us to last season’s NSL semi-finals and cur- 
rently we are sitting in second spot. I am equally 
surehe will continue to do well for us next season,” 
said Lefort who despite the press reports, denied 
Stange was ever offered a three year extension. 
“Anything longer term will be discussed at the end of 
next season,” said Lefort. 

In the event of the Glory qualifying for the World 
Club championships, the former East German nation- 
al coach has agreed to take charge for the duration of 
the tournament, 


| FOUR GOAL MILESTONES 
FOR YOUNG AND MORI 


By Daniel Giorelando 


goals in a match but when two players both 

achieve this milestone in different games in 
the samew round, then it is nothing less than 
astonishing, 

So when Damian Mori of Adelaide City Force and 
Stuart Young of Wollongong both posted four goal 
hauls last Friday night against Northern Spirit and 
Canberra Cosmos respectively, the achievement of 
both men will be remembered for many # year. 

Englishmen Stuart Young was the first 10 record 
this amazing milestone, becoming the second man ut 
the Wolves to score four goals in a match, as the 
Wolves ran out 6-0 victors. 

He equalled Scott Chipperfield’s 97/98 distinction 
with an amazing four goal haul, of which he 
describes all his goals as quite simple 

“Tt was a strange game, they were four of the easi- 
est goats I've ever seen. I just happened to be there 
and | felt very lucky to have scored such easy goals,” 
said Young 

However this is the Englishmen’s second four 
goal haul, his first coming in the Singapore S-League 
in 1998 while he played for Home United. 

Meanwhile across in Adelaide, Mori, a Sdoceroo 
representative who just last month broke the record 
for the most goals scored in the } hammered four 
past Spirit keeper Paul Henderson as City ran out 4-2 
winners, 

Mori's four goal effort was in fact his seventh 
career hat-trick but surprisingly his first four goal 
haul in the league. 

Mori joins a distingushed group to have e 
scored four gouls in a match at the Adeliade club, 
which includes Carl Veart and Dixie Deans. 

The 29-year-old, who has jumped 10 the top of 
this seasons goal scoring fist, equal with South 
Melbourne’s Michael Curcija, has previously fin- 
ished atop of the season goalscoring charts in season 
95/96 und 97/98. 

Both Mori and Y: who has posted 16 goals 
this season, are the main weapons in their teams 
chase for a finals berth, with Wollongong sitting 
pretty at the top and the Force sittmg just four points 
behing sixth placed Carlton with four rounds left this 
Season. 


|: is not often that a single player scores four 


Full match reports on page 11 


Issue No. 979 
“Published every Tuesday by 
FLL. PRESS 
5-13 Garners Ave., 
Marrickville NSW 2204 


TELEPHONE 
(editorial and general enquiries) 
Tel: (02) sae 0559 


Tel: (02) 9562 0565 


(advertising) 
Tel: (02) 9744 6984 


or 
Tel: (02) 9562 0559 


(editorial, advert and general 
ries) 
ly@hotmail.com 


FACSIMILE 
(editorial, advertising and general 
enquiries) 

(02) 9550 9332 or (02) 9564 1224 


MAILING ADDRESS 
P.O. 155, Marrickville NSW 1475 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 
; Sylvia Marinos 
Phone: (02) 9562 0575 
Australia: $130 Overseas: $180 


EDITOR 
Vince Battiato 


CHIEF WRITER 
John. Economos 


STAFF WRITER 
Daniel Giorelando 


LAYOUT/SETTING 
Mary Quartly, Alamita Vea 


CORRESPONDENTS 
Bert van Bedaf (Melboume editor), 
Allan Crisp (Adelaide) 
Glenn Davis (Brisbane), 
Otto Bader (Wollongong) 
Richard Kreider (Perth), 
Graham Cooke (Canberra), 
Joe Russo (Sydney) 

Roy Hay (Victoria) 

Greg Danvers (Newcastle) 
SCANNING 
Bill Hawthome, Alex Siafakos, 
FILM PLANNING 
Nick Philips 


DISTRIBUTION 


NSW/ACT: 
FLP Pty Ltd. 5-13 Garners Ave, 
Marrickville NSW 2204. 
Tel: (02) 9562-0500 


VICTORIA: 
FLP Pty Ltd. 72-78 Gipps Street, 
Collingwood. 3066. 
Tel: (03) 9486-9522 
Fax: (03) 9486-9858 


QUEENSLAND: 
Queensland Newspapers 
Campbell St, Bowen Hills Qid. 4006 
Tel: (07) 3252-6011 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA: 
Advertiser Newspapers Ltd. 
Waymouth St, Adelaide SA 5000. 
Tel: (08) 8218-9329 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 
Pan Hellenic Emporium, 
. 67 James Street, Perth WA 6000. 
Tel: (08) 9328-4779 
Recommended and maximum price. 


$3.00 
* Ail material appearing in 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly is 


Sire a material. 
u Deadline for contributions, articles 


and advertising Is 3 days PRIOR to 
Isaue date. 


BREAKERS FIND 
SHORT-TERM LIFELINE 


By Greg Danvers 


‘SW businessman Con 
Constantine maybe the savour 
the Newcastle Breakers need. 

A short-term lifeline was thrown to the 
Breakers last week by Constantine, owner 
of the Parklea Markets in Sydney's west 
and The Store in Newcastle, to get the 
team to Perth. 

Constantine shelled out $20,000 to get 
the Breakers to Perth for their all-impor- 
tant clash with competition leaders Glory 
at the request of owner David Hall. 

Crowds have risen at Breakers Stadium 
by 66% over last season, averaging 5606 
fans through the turnstiles each match and 
78,490 in total for the season. With a def- 
inite increase in tumover and as previous- 
ly suggested by Chairman David Hall and 
General Manager Morris McAlister of 
improved management why would the 
club then need to approach Constantine to 
finance the trip to Perth? 

‘Twenty thousand dollars would buy a 
lot of airfares with a few dollars change 
considering that the Breakers are spon- 
sored by the Holiday Inn hotel chain that 
have a hotel in Perth where the Breakers 
stayed. 

This week Constantine plans to investi- 
gate the financial situation at the Breakers 
before considering a possible long-term 
partnership with the club but is not inter- 
ested in servicing previous debt, 

Are the Newcastle Breakers in dire 
financial straits or is the tactic of rumour 
and innuendo about financial crisis an 
attempt to galvanise the team even closer? 

David Hall had not paid the promised 
instalment by the end of March and for- 
mer chairman Bill Collins has briefed 
legal counsel to recover the reported 1.3 
million dollar debt on behalf of the con- 


By Rickard Kreider 


ation and discussion, Subiaco 

Oval will be the venue for 
Perth Glory’s 1999/2000 finals 
campaign. The only other consid- 
eration was the WACA Ground, 
the venue of last seasons suc- 
cessful finals cam- 
paign where an 
extraordinary 
total of 
§2,623 
attended the 
Elimination 
final (second 
leg) and the 
Minor semi- 
final. 

“On Saturday we did an inspec- 
tion of both venues and we believe 
for a number of reasons, Subiaco 
will the better of the two,” said 
Glory General Manager Roger 
Lefort. 

No doubt one of those ‘reasons’ 
was the hardness of the WACA 
ground around the cricket pitch area, 
which was severely criticised by 
Glory coach Berd Stange. Ivan 
| Ergic was the victim of a hard crick- 


[= official, after much deliber- 


Subiaco for 
Perth’s Glory 


David Hall 


sortium. 

Last Friday Telstra disconnected the 
Phone lines to the Breakers office and 
General Manager Morris McAlister was 
Teported to have been sacked. McAlister is 
nearing the end of the first year of a five- 
year contract but won’t walk away. 

While all this is going on coach Lee 
Sterrey has taken on the extra role of keep- 
ing his players minds on the job at hand of 
winning matches and staying in the race to 
qualify for the club’s first ever finals 
series appearance and not on the off-field 
dramas. 

Mr Constantine we all, in the Hunter 
Valley and the soccer world, hope and 
pray that you may be able to encourage 
your corporate buddies to rescue the flag- 
ship of soccer in the north. Already the 
Hunter Valley has lost their national bas- 


ketball team the Falcons, the national . 


baseball team and the Newcastle Wildfires 
from the NSW Rugby Union competition. 
The region can ill afford to lose their 
national soccer team. 


et pitch last January when he collect- 
ed a groin injury at Northern Spirit’s 
home ground, North Sydney Oval. 

“The viewing opportunities at j 
Subiaco are very good for all 43,000 J} 
seats, that’s why the pitch will be 
placed in the middle of the ground,” 
said Lefort. “Because of the restruc- 
ture, it creates an amphitheatre-type 

atmosphere. Once you get 

over 25-30,000 people, 

it will be quite awe- 
some, 

Even just 
inspecting the 
place and 
thinking about }} 
a grand final 
there, gave me 
goose bumps. }} 
And whilst I acknowledge every- 
body at the game is as important as 
one another, we still want to make 
sure we do the right thing by ‘The | 
Hill’ crowd so that they generate the | 
same atmosphere and create as much 
noise as they.do at Perth Oval. 

There have been a dozen major 
soccer matches played at Subiaco 
since 1925, the final game was 
played there in 1978 when the WA 
State side played and lost 1-3 to vis- 
iting Scottish club Dundee. 


Ww: the ‘Runneth is over for 
most’. I mean with only four 
matches remaining I think only three 
teams have a chance of breaking the 
current makeup of the Six - Adelaide 
City, Parramatta Power and possibly 
Brisbane Strikers. You read it here 
first. 


‘t doesn't happen too often that a player 

scores four goals in a match. But this 
week the NSL got the bonus plan - Two! 
Congratulations Damian Mori (Adelaide 
City) and Stuart Young (Wollongong) for 
an amazing effort. (see front page) 


ife is not exactly financially rosey at 

Breakers at the moment with the 

off-field dramas definitely something the 
boys can do without. 

But full credit to Lee Sterrey and his 
men who continue to defy their critics 
and put in performance after perfor- 
mance worthy of championship material. 
Just ask Bernd Stange, he'll tell you. 
Well done Breakers for keeping your 
minds on the job. 


n Sunday afternoon I was at home 
watching the Breakers v Perth game 
live. To my surprise in injury time at the 
end of the game the programming sud- 
denly switched to the Cooking Show. Is 
this for real? 
What if that was AFL or League or 


Tennis? I don’t think so ABC. Let’s get 
our act together picase! 


Ww. a contrast in weeks for poor old 
Ronaldo. Last week - a comeback 
and a family, this week - disaster. A 
comeback that lasted just six’ minutes 
(see page 25). 

And for an interesting sideline to 
Ronaldo's poor luck see page 22 to see 
what Clarence Seedorf thinks of the 
whole fiasco. 


fter so many matches in the 

Champions League this season there 
has been alot of debate about whether 
there are too many teams involved. 

And now UEFA seems to be asking 
the same questions. (see page 24) 


say the Greek First division is 
pretty tough, but it doesn’t get much 
tougher than being sacked as the coach. 
But alot of coaches get sacked I hear 
you ask. True, except this one was lead- 
ing the comp! (see page 26) 


nd finally one of the best movies I 
w last year had a cameo role by 

none other than hardman Vinny Jones, 
So good was Jones’ performance in 
‘Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels’ 
that he has been asked by Film exec’s to 
move to Hollywood. And the winner 


ACT JUNIORS PLAY IN THE USA 


By Graham Cooke 


he ACT are represented in both 

boys’ and girls’ sections in one of 

the oldest and most prestigious 
junior competitions in the world this 
week, with two teams taking part in the 
Dallas Cup and Spring Classic tourna- 
ments in the US State of Texas. 

Both the Under-15 Girls and the Under- 
14 Boys will be encouraging return visits to 
Canberra's own Kanga Cup tournament, 
later in the year. 

Sponsored by ACT Stainless Steel, of 
Queanbeyan, the squads are: Girls (Spring 
Classic); Becky Roche, Rochelle 
Borucinski, Eliza Borucinski, Sharon 
Thompson, Amelia Conti, Jenna Morrison, 


‘ext Tuesday the 18th of April will 
see approximately 1000 children 
grace the hallowed MCG turf for 
the free Crazy John’s Soccer 
Superclinic, 

In a display of Victorian soccer unity, 
the Victorian Soccer Federation and the 
four Victorian NSL clubs are combining 
forces for the good of the game. 

All participants will have the opportuni- 
ty to learn soccer skills from their favourite 
NSL stars and an experienced team of VSF 
coaches, as well as receive a complimenta- 
ty Crazy John’s showbag. 

As Carlton coach Stuart Munro said 
| “This is a wonderful opportunity to intro- 
|| duce soccer to kids from all over Victoria 
and a great boost for our game at the grass 
| roots and at the traditional home of cricket 
and football at that!” 

Players from each NSL club and 
Australian representatives will be in atten- 
dance, Socceroos Simon Colosimo, John 
Markovski and Steve Horvat, Scottish 
international Dave McPherson from 
Carlton; David Clarkson, Kiwi intemation- 
| al Vaughan Coveny and Olyroo Michael 
Curcija from dual Premiers South 
|| Melbourne; Socceroo Mehmed Durakovic 
| and Olyroo Andy Vargas “from the 
|| Gippsland Falcons; and Olyroo Zeljko 
Susa from the Melbourne Knights are just 
Sonne Of tie SE: Sats ines lb cater 


MCG SUPERCLINIC UNDERWAY 


Sarah Kelly, Kate Chapman, Josie 
Lehoczky, Lyndall Nancarrow, Erin 
Knowles, Lee Dickson, Jacinta Holcroft, 
Nicole Harding, Nicole Somi. Coach, Mike 
Borucinski. Manager, Judith Clark. Trainer, 
Regina Shaw. 

Boys (Dallas Cup): Aleksandar Rajak, 
Michael Rodriguez, Anushka 
Wickremasinghe, Adam Spaieta, Luke 
Deponte, Patrick Templeton, Chris 
Morrow, Robert Caggiano, Matthew 
Amott, Stephen Polglase, Andrew Barisic, 
Ante Pavkovic, Jamin Everson, Dylan 
King, Davis Reis, Stephen O'Callaghan, 
Jair Wilk. Coach, Frank Cachia. Manager, 
‘Tony Buesnel. 

After the tournament, the teams will play 
friendly matches in Denver, Colorado, 
returning home on April 30, 


dance. Julie Murray is coming from the 
Matilda’s training camp in Canberra for the 
day, to represent the Australian Women’s 
Soccer team. 

VSF Chief Executive Officer Geoff 
Miles said “We are experiencing record 
growth in participation at school and junior 
club level and in the VSF’s Goalkick pro- 
gram. This MCG experience is another 
great opportunity for our youngsters to be | 
introduced to the game.” 

Jeff Hopkins, coach of Gippsland 
Falcons and Welsh international said | 
“Gippsland Falcons are proud to be associ- 
ated with the Crazy John’s Soccer 
Superclinic and we look forward to making 
this an annual event to showcase soccer in 
Melbourne.” | 

Registration for this free event at the | 
MCG, “The People’s Ground” is available 
on the day, or by contacting the Victorian 
Soccer Federation. 

Entry is through Gate 14 at light tower 
6, and parking is available in Yarra Park 
(enter via Gate 3). The event commences at 


lam, and concludes at 1pm. 

All boys and girls between 5 and 10 are 
welcome. 

For farther info contact the VSF on 
(03) 9682 9666 or} 
info@soccervictoria.org.au or visit the 
website www.soccervictoria.org.au 


agsw (8) 


MARCONI CHASE SECOND 


Continued from front page 


Marconi’s twin strike-force of the 
gangling Francis Awaritefe and the 
mobile Sean Babic have hit red hot form 
over the last five weeks. 

Awaritefe especially, since making his 
long awaited comeback from injury, has 
now scored four goals from his five starts. 

Despite celebrating his 36th birthday 
today (Tuesday), Big Franny is playing 


some of his best Soccer in his long career. 

Not only is this lethal guy consistently 
scoring goals, but his high work-rate has 
tremendously assisted in injecting 
Marconi with power, pace, stability and 
above all; confidence. 

Both Awaritefe and Babic could prove 
a giant headache for the Glory’s defence 
this Friday. 

Last Sunday’s win over the Falcons 
enabled Marconi to hurdle over Sydney 
Olympic and Carlton and slot into third 
spot, four points behind the previous 
League leaders the Glory. 

At the same time the Glory suffered a 
stinging 1-2 loss at the hands of the 
Newcastle Breakers that dislodged them 
from the top of the League ladder, 

Now Kmcevic wants the Glory’s scalp, 

Marconi will have almost everybody 
available for selection for Friday’s vital 
match, even blond midfielder Darren 
McDonald. 

The mobile McDonald played last 
Sunday for the Youth team after having 
been sidelined some six weeks ago 


against South Melbourne. 

The only definite non-starters are 
striker Harry Karl and the tough-as-steel 
midfielder, Mike Smith. 

Smith who is still suffering from an 
injury to his upper left groin region that 
has refused to clear up, was expected to 
see his specialist today. 

In the past few weeks, Smith’s 
trademark tenacity has been a vital 
component in stiffening Marconi’s back 
or centre-lines. 

Krncevic went on to add: “We are 
somewhat fortunate as we have a very 
good, solid, quality squad with full cover 
everywhere.” 

The Marconi coach then switched his 
attention to the Glory’s coach Bernd 
Stange. 

“The Glory is coached by a wonderful 
human being, as well as an excellent 
coach who also happens to be a good 
friend of mine. 

“I think it’s about time he (Stange) let 
me beat him,” Krncevic momentarily 
jested. 


MARCO! 


STALLIONS 


PERTH 


GLOk 
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“I heard he’s been signed up again by 
the Glory and I honestly believe that this 
is a very good thing not only for Perth, 
but also for the State of Western 
Australia,” said the Marconi coach. 

Kmcevic made no bones at his relief 
that the Glory’s former ace-goalscorer 
Con Boutsianis will be missing Friday 
night’s action, having long gone to play in 
the English First Division with Bolton 
Wanderers. 

“T’m pleased Boutsianis is no longer in 
their team as he’s been a real thorn in our 
side in the past five or six matches,” 
Krneevic reflected. 

The Marconi coach went.on to state: 
“We are most hopeful that we get a big 
turn out on Friday night at the Marconi 
Stadium, 

“It’s the only NSL match being played 
on this night. 

“Good organisational skills shown by 
our Ms Gabrielle Genovese and Ross 
Musso in our Soccer administration, were 
able to bring this game forward by 24 
hours. 


“That alone wilt allow us to now have 
an extra day’s rest before our next game 
on Tuesday-Anzac Day- away against the 
Melbourne Knights. 

“Both Gabby and Ross had looked up 
the calendar some weeks ago and were 
able to most thoughtfully work it all out 
and bring the game forward by a day,” the 
Marconi coach gratefully acknowledged. 


Bernd Stange: Perth Glory’s 
coach. 


10,000 GOAL KICK 


MARCONI PLAZA BOSSLEY PARK PH 9823 2222 
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OME PRESTIGIOUS 

MILESTONES were 
reached at all four 
separate League matches 
played last Friday night, 
but with very mixed 
fortunes. 

PAUL BILOKAPIC, the 
Northern Spirit’s fiery 
lanky defender, knocked 
up his 50th match for his 
Club in the Spirit’s away 
3-1 loss last Friday night to 
Adelaide City. 

‘Billy’ is only the second 
Spirit player to have 
reached this mark after 
skipper Robbie Slater. 

SCOTT CHIPPER- 
FIELD, the Wollongong 
Wolves’ mobile left 
flanker, proudly racked up 
his ‘ton’ of appearances 
for his Club in much 
happier circumstances. 

The Wolves romped 
home 0-6 against the 
‘partially goalkeeperless’ 
Canberra Cosmos at the 
Bruce Stadium, 

The now new NSL 
Centurion ‘Chipps’ nailed 
in a delightful ‘double’ in 
strong support of team- 
mate and striker Stuart 
Young who rattled in the 
balance of four. 

STEVE IOSIFIDIS 
South Meibourne’s strong 


gentle giant Bobby Catlin 
is ‘top scorer’ having 
knocked up 313 matches, 
followed by the 
Parramatta Power’s ever- 
green and Goalkeeping 
Coach, Mike Gibson with 
288, 10 ahead of the Perth 
Glory’s Anthony Franken. 
6300 

HE NORTHERN 

SPIRIT this week will 
train every day, till 


Thursday, at the North 
Power Stadium (Grahame 
Park-Gosford) in readiness 
for their relocated home 
match against the Canberra 
Cosmos on Easter Saturday 
(April 22nd). 


Ryan Griffiths: The 
Spirit’s goalscoring 
teenager. 


Paul Bilokapic: Knocked up his 50th match for the 


defender also become a 
‘Centurion’ for Souths last 
Friday night when the 
current League champions 
at Olympic Park 
powerfully bounced back 
from the dead to defeat 
Carlton 3-5. 

BRETT HUGHES, 
Sydney United’s goalie 
knocked up his ‘double 
ton’ of appearances in the 
NSL in unhappy 
circumstances at the 
Parramatta Stadium. 

The hairless Hughes 
could not prevent the 
powerful surge from the 
Parramatta Power which 
easily brushed United aside 
by 4-0 even though 


“Hughesie’ was at fault for - 


none of the goals. 

Only 11 goalies have 
played 200 or more 
matches in the National 
League, 

Newcastle Breakers’ 


Spirit last Friday night. 


BS-TV this Thursday 

night will screen the 
Manchester United vs Real 
Madrid second leg quarter 
final of the UEFA 
champions League at 10pm 
direct from Old Trafford- 


A scoreless draw in 
Madrid in the first leg 
between these two 
historical Soccer giants, 
was due largely to 
Australia’s goalkeeper 
Mark Bosnich’s heroic 
performance that have 
kept United in the race to 
retain the Chamion’s Cup. 

SBS-TV will follow the 
Champions’ League Cup 
right through and will even 
cover the Final, Live, 
direct from the Stade de 
France-Paris on Thursday 
May 25th at 4.30am e.s.t.). 

As another Easter 
present from good old SBS, 
the Super Soccer Channel, 


on Good Friday, (at 
4.45am), will bring in the 
Live and exclusive telecast 
of the UEFA Cup second 
leg semi final clash 
between Leeds United and 
Galatasaray (Turkish) 
direct from Elland Read- 
Englan 


Martin Tyler: SBS world accomplished guest 


commentator. 

The Turks won the first 1 My =O? N 
leg semi 2-0 in Istanbul, 4 *TALIADOROS, last 
leaving Leeds with a very Friday night made a 
tough assignment on dramatic come-back to the 
Friday morning, NSL at the Parramatta 

SBS’ Head Of Sport, Les Stadium following an 
Murray, confessed that his absence of almost two 
Network was influenced Years. 
into ‘buying’ this coverage, The former South 
with Leeds having their 21- Melbourne and Marconi 
year-old Australian star striker last played with 
Harry Kewell in their side. Sydney Olympic as a 

“Kewell’s huge stopper in the first five 
popularity among the matches oflast season. 
Australian sporting public, A nasty knee injury 
demanded that we Decessitated extensive 
responded to broadcast Surgery, which sidelined 
this game,” Murray Taliadoros for the rest of 
underlined last week. the season. 


The Final of the UEFA 
Cup which is scheduled to 
be played on May 17th, 
will be again covered Live 
by SBS, direct from 
Copenhagen’s Parken 
Stadium in Denmark. 

This Live coverage kicks 
off at 4.30am Thursday 
18th May. 

eeo0 
HE WOLLONGONG 
WOLVES last Friday 
night in their away clash to 
the Canberra Cosmos, kept 
their eighth ‘clean sheet’ of 
the season to date. 

Such a meagre statistic 
could easily prove vital, 
come the week-ending May 
7. 


Les Pogliacomi: 
Wollongong’s 
stringbean goalie. 
e0ce 
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Kimon Taliadoras: Back 
In action last Friday 
nighi. 


Olympic released 
Taliadoros and nothing 
was heard of him till last 
week when David Mitchell 
suddenly and surprisingly. 
signed him up for the 
Parramatta Power till the 
end of this season. 

Last Friday night 
against Sydney United, 
Taliadoros, also an 
Accountant, to his great 
credit, came off the bench 
with 15 minutes left on the 
clock to replace a tiring 
striker Jon Angelucci , and 
exploded into action as he 
streaked into the clear and 
veered into United’s box 
from the left flank. 

Instead of going for the 
target to grab a much 


wanted and needed goal 
for himself, Kimon most 
unselfishly squared the ball 
to the wide open spaces 
lying around the back post. 

This allowed the 
Power’s 18-year-old right 
wingback and ‘Man Of 
The Match’, Ahmad 
Elrich, to race up and 
easily score the Power’s 
fourth and final goal from 
point-blank range. 

As an old professional 
goalscorer once stated to 
‘Good Oil’: “You can’t 
buy experience in 9 
chemist shop.” 

e0es 
N NSL star midfielder 
is causing his coach 
some many undue problems, 
especially at the very wrong 
end of the season. 

Whilst the quietly spoken 
coach in question is battling 
hard to cement his team in 
the Top Six, his ‘Prima- 
Donna’ midfielder has been 
rocking the ‘team boat’ over 
the last couple of weeks, 
regarding more money to top 
up his new contract signed 
last year. 

Not clever, not clever at 
all. 

Reason one, ‘Prima 
‘Donna’ midfielder has been 
well out of form in recent 
weeks, 

Reason Two, his team’s 
bench looks competitively 
strong, not too mention that 
in the next week or two that 
bench is about to get very 
much stronger. 

What does all this mean? 

‘The problematical Star 
midfielder’ right now is not 
in any bargaining position, 
and can be considered to not 
be holding what you'd call a 
winning hand. 

If you are a betting 
person, put your chips on the 
coach as things could be 
about to explode at the 
ranch, 

eeee 

6 OOD OIL’ some 

months ago had 
cautiously predicted that 
the Wollongong Wolves’ 
U.K, import striker Stuart 
Young, could suspiciously 
prove to be one of the most 
valuable acquisitions that 
this Club has ever signed. 

Having seen Young play 
in his first match in the 
NSL, he looked intelligent, 
quietly hungry, an alert 
goalscorer, but above all, a 
real constructive and 


unselfish team player. 
Since arriving in 
Australia, Young has never 


failed to silently do the 
business for the current 
League leaders whilst a 
couple of his much higher 


MARCO 


STALLIONS 


The Good Oil ... The Good Oil ... 


profiled team mates have 
been grabbing the bulk of 
the attention. 

It goes without saying 


Stuart Young: 
Wollongong’s lethal 
marksman finally 
‘exposed’. 
that this situation has 
suited Young right down to 
the ground as he regularly 
has been collecting goals 
for himself here and there 
to stealthily lift his 
personal tally to a dozen by 
the beginning of last week. 

However last Friday 
night at the Bruce Stadium 
in Canberra, _ this 
intelligent marksman 
ruthlessly cut loose to 
finally ‘expose’ himself to 
everyone in the NSL as to 
just how lethal a strike- 
customer this bloke really 
is, by ripping in no less 
than four goals in the 
second half against the 
Cosmos. 

Young’s tally now has 
suddenly rocketted to 16 
goals, slotting him just two 
goals behind joint-League 
leaders Michael Curcija 
and Damian Mori , and 
with four matches still left 
to be played. 

If the Brisbane Strikers’ 
goalie Clint Bolton is not 
on his toes on Easter 
Saturday, Young could 
well crucify him and his 
Queensland team-mates, 

e0ee 


Res MUSSO, 
jarconi’s Secretary of 


Soccer, seems of late to be a 
walking medical disaster and 
Tight now. is most eagerly 
looking forward to the end 
of the season for another 
‘break’, but of a different 
kind that is. 

Three weeks ago whilst 
playing Soccer with other 
parents at the St Pats School 
in Fairfield, the meticulous 
Musso was sent sprawling 
over a ball and broke three 
of his ribs, 

But you can’t keep a good 
man down now, can you? 

Last week Mr Musso 
whilst engaging in a bit of 
indoor Soccer with his own 
kids at home, he took a lash 
at the ball, missed, and 


collected an innocent door. 

The result? 

Ross broke his foot on the 
door and the kids won the 
match. 

e@00 

O’S the NSL 
official that came 
back from a recent trip to 
New Zealand, just loaded 
with stacks, (and well over 
the legal limit), of Duty 

Free goodies? 

Said official, amongst 
his luggage, had loaded 
himself up with four 
cartons of smokes for some 
of his mates, a couple of 
bottles of wine, and of 
course, a large bottle of 
French perfume for his 
wife (to get him safely back 
into his own house). 

Tf that wasn’t enough to 
set the alarms off with the 
boys and girls in Customs 
at Sydney’s international 
airport, the said NSL 
official at the last moment 
thought to get something 
for himself. 


Just before he lined up 
at Custom clearance, the 
NSL official went back to 
the Duty Free shop and 
grabbed for himself no less 
than two large litre bottles 
of the rare Scottish nectar, 
Johnnie Walker-Blue label. 

“Good Oil’ questioned 
how on Earth did he get all 
this stuff through 
Customs? 

Simple. 

Our bright NSL official 
simply declared everything 
on his Customs card and 
the uniformed lads at 
Clearance -wayed him 


Can you believe it? 

' This guy is no ordinary 
‘Jimmy’, as the Scots 
would say. 

een0 
TS PARRAMATTA 
POWER squad last 
Thursday included and 
engaged in an unorthodox 
piece of training by taking to 
the track. 

.A Go-Karting track that 
is, at Eastern Creek 
Raceway. 

Following an official 
driver training in safety 
briefing, the flag dropped as 
the Parramatta players 
powered around the course. 

Taking the chequered flag 
was the ‘V-Bomber’ team 
comprising Club physio 
Peter Knapman, Michael 
Santalab and Milan 
Blagojevic. 

Coming in behind the 
winners was the ‘Raby 
Rappers’ team made up of 
David Barrett, John Gibson 
and Steve Eagelton. 


Third spot was taken out 
by the ‘Eddy Irvines’ team 
driven by Power’s senior 
coach David Mitchell, Peter 
Bennett and Jacob Burns 
which barely edged out the 
‘Chanuts’ team driven by 
goalkeepers Andrew Crews, 
Barney Smith and Liam 
Reddy whose car in the last 
lap broke down. 


Barney Smith: His 
team’s appeal was flatly 
turned down. 

‘The Chanuts’ driving 
team lodged an ‘official 
protest’ to the track officials 
but their appeal was flatly 
tejected. 

6060 

HE SOUTH 

AUSTRALIAN 
POLICE last Friday night 
for the match Adelaide 
City vs the Northern 
Spirit, conducted a test in 
using magnetometers at 
the Eastern entrance 
turnstiles of Hindmarsh 


The security test 
procedure was done in 
readiness for the coming 
Olympics for which the 
expensively remodelled 
Hindmarsh Stadium will 
be used for some of the 
international Soccer 
matches. 

ecco 
ANNY TOWNSEND, 
the Parramatta Power's 
flying midfielder is about to 
make it to his own ‘Grand 
Final’ sometime next year. 

The forever smiling red- 
haired player last week 
announced that he’s made it 
through the ‘semis’ when he 


Danny Townsend: Into 
his own ‘Grand Final’. 


announced his engagement 
to his attractive girlfriend 
Kate. 

Kate’s ‘signing on fee’ 
appeared not too steep, so 
Danny quickly signed her 
on. 


eo0e 
EO CARLE, (older 
rother of Sydney 
Olympic’s ball playing 
striker Nick), has cracked 
a contract for himself 
overseas, 

Leo last week signed up 
with Chilean first division 
side Palestino. 

Olympic had released 
Leo during the pre-season. 
eccee 

ANIEL DUKE, the 
Brisbane Strikers 
reserve goalkeeper, has been 
loaned out to the Auckland 
Kingz for the balance of the 


season. 
e000 
ILSON KNEZEVIC, 
Adelaide City’s 
goalkeeper, has 
transferred to Croatian 
First division outfit, 


Hrvatski Gragovoljac. 


Vilson Knezevic: 
Adelaide City's goalie in 
Croatia. 


eee 

COTT  CHIPPER- 

FIELD, the Wollongong 
Wolves’ mobile left flanker, 
is on the verge of breaking a 
longstanding club record. 

‘Chipps’ to date has 
scored 32 goals in his career 
with the Wolves and needs 
just another three to break 
Pat Brodnik’s all time 


Scott Chippertield: 
Wollongong Wolves’ 
mobile left flanker. 


eeee 

Ni WCASTLE 

BREAKERS’ on- 
again-off-again clash 
against the Parramatta 
Power last week due to an 
unplayable wet pitch, has 
now been rescheduled and 


The Good Oil 


set down to be played on 
Tuesday, May 2nd at 
7.30pm. 


Todd McManus: 
Newcastle Breakers’ 
reliable central 
defender, 


ecco 
RRAMATTA 
POWER in a cross 
promotion with the NSW 
Soccer Federation, will host 
a ‘Super League Double 
Header’ at the Parramatta 


Les De Celis: 
Leichhardt Tigers’ 
astute coach. 


Stadium as a curtain raiser 
for its in Round 32 home 
match against _—the 
Wollongong Wolves. 

This triple header is set 
down for Anzac Day, 
Tuesday April 25th, the NSL 
match will kick off at 
7.30pm, with Blacktown 
City vs the Leichhardt 
Tigers starting at 5.30pm. 

Parramatta Eagles vs the 
Penrith Panthers will kick 
off at 3.30pm, 

e665 

HRIS COYNE, 

Australia’s Olympic 
central defender, last week 
moved from England’s 
first division outfit West 
Ham to jein up with 
Scottish Premier League 
club Dundee. 

The move involved an 
extended three-year 


contract, 


Chris Coyne: Has left 
the ‘Hammers’ to join 
Dundee, 


Chris is the son of John, 
a former midfielder who 


played for Brisbane, 
Sydney Croatia and 
Australia in the late 70s 
early 80s, 
G060 
RRAMATTA 
POWER’S assistant 
marketing manager, Ms 
Renee Wilson, last Tuesday 
night at the Parkroyal 
Parramatta, meticulously 
planned and staged a most 
successful Dinner-Auction. 
After a sumptuous dinner, 
the M.C. and Auctioneer for 
the evening, the high- 
profiled sports-radio 
personality, Ray Hadley 
created an exciting, 


humorous and turbulent 
bidding war for the various 
items that were banged out 
under his nerve-rackingly 
hesitant hammer. 


the night was Parramatta 
Operations Manager, Ms 
Angela Travis who busted 
more than $6,000 on various 
items. 

Top job Renee. 

eece 

WHY ON EARTH do 
we have so many players in 
the NSL wearing nylon 
moulded soled boots 
instead of screw-ins whilst 
playing, on most occasions, 
on rich, lush-green and 
relatively soft surfaces? 

This largely is invariably 
the very reason why we see 
so many of our players, 
(mainly strikers and 
defenders), slipping or 
over-balancing as they 
grossly lack traction or 
grip. : 

One leading coach in the 
NSL seems to have the 
answer. 

“It’s because many of 
them firmly believe they 
are real ball-playing 
Brazilian players. That’s 


why,” said coach 

facetiously explained. 
ecco 
ANCIS 


AWARITEFE, 


... The Good Oil... 


Today is his birthday. 

It's his 36th, please allow 
us to point out. 

That’s what. 

e000 

IELEVISION stations, 

other than SBS, (and 
there are three of them), 
have done no favours for 
Australian Soccer fans or 
clubs over the past year or 
two. 

Or to be even more 
precise, ever since SBS lost 
coverage rights to the NSL. 

It now seems that enough 
is enough, according to one 
prominent Chairman of an 
NSL club. 

He’s 
less than 
happy 
with not 
only the 
poor}: 
service 
the clubs 
and viewers 
are getting 
from the 
covering 
stations, 
but also with the t.v. 
financial deal that all the 
NSL clubs are copping from 
Soccer Australia itself. 

It’s logical that the cash- 
starved clubs, (and that’s 
most of them in the League), 
are the ones that actually 
provide the ‘product’ that is 
screened by the stations. 

The frustrated club 
Chairman is now about to 
threaten he will close the 
gates, blocking television 
cameras from covering any 


Francis 
Awaritefe: 
Has now 
seen 36 
Summers. 


ABSW (&} 


of the remaining home 
games of his team. 

Ala Aussie Rules club side 
Carlton in their recent 
stoush with the Seven 
Network. Standby for some 
possible sparks igniting, 
especially during the Top 
Six Series. 

e9e0 

HE NEWCASTLE 

BREAKERS currently 
comfortably sitting on their 
lofty position of being fourth 
on the League ladder, could 
find themselves to be the most 
influential team in deciding 
which team grabs the life- 
clinging Sixth spot after 
Round 34 is completed come 
Sunday May 7th. 

‘The Breakers not only have 
themselves well-entrenched in 
the Top Six, but is the only 
side in that top bracket to still 
have a game on hand (home to 
the Parramatta Power on 
Tuesday May 2nd). 

Last 
Sunday's 
extremely 
valuable 
1-2 win 
over the 
Pierroun 
Glory, has 
now really Andy Harper: 
set the cat Valuable and 
amongst the /ntelligent 
pigeons. striker. 

The Novocastrians take on 
sixth placed Carlton this 
Saturday night at the 
Breakers’ Stadium at 7.30pm. 

eeee 


FOR THE COACH 


Richard Alagich’s 
“Soccer Winning Through 
Technique and Tactics” 

Reviews. 


coaching book 


rio 
pind 


Ms Renee Wilson: The Power's Assistant 


Director of Marketing. 


Top scorer for the evening 
in the bidding stakes for a 
single item, went to the 
Power's phlegmatic Head - 
coach David Mitchell who 
bid no less than $5,0000 to 
nai! down the ‘Foundation 
Partnership Nol’ Medallion. 
~» The package included 
Membership For Life 
medallion, a framed and 
autographed Power Strip, 
plus two Parramatta Power 
Season Tickets for Life. 

A superb reproduction of 
a portrait of the magnificent, 
one and only, Sir Donald 
Bradman, _ plus an 
autographed colour photo 
taken at the holy ground of 
Lords in 1948 of the Big 
Man Himself, was banged 
out at a ‘modest’ bid of 
$2,000. 

The boots worn by the 
Power's _ international 
defender Steve Laybutt 
when he scored in last 
month’s match against the 
national team of Hungary, 
yielded $ 500:00 . 

Overall ‘total spender’ for 


Marconi’s gangling 
black striker, today 


Since the English- 
born Awaritefe made 


his 


Tong 


awaited 


comeback some five 
weeks ago after being 
plagued, and out of 
action for most of the 
season through a knee 
injury, Marconi’s form 
and position in the 
League has surged 


forward. 


In his last five starts, 


the 


industrious 


Awaritefe has scored 


four goals. 


Today big Franny is 
playing the very best 
Soccer of his entire 


career. 


Largely due to this 
fact, he’s been able to 
simultaneously inject 


much 


more 


fire, 


penetration, respect and 
confidence throughout 
the Marconi team. 


~_JPIFA.., has no doubt that this wel-thought and Hustiated 
handbook will prove fo be a greal heip for theoretical and 
practical training. We have to congratulate the author on his. 
work, and thank him for the service ha has rendered foot 
‘bail... We warmly recommend (this book) $o every foothat fan,” 
from the foreword by JS Blatter, FIFA 


* We have studied this publication with great interest, (#) can 


“This book is the one most coaches ought to be lonkdag for. It 
tells you in a simple and easy-to-fofiow yet analytical way how 
@ footballer is fashioned - from a raw minor who has never 


kicked & ball in his ife to a young adult, fully equipped and 
ready to play at the highes! professional jevel_” 
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MIXED START FOR MULLEN 


By Bert van Bedat 


he Bulleen Zebras are regrouping 
under new coach Joe Mullen with 
mixed results, 

The former Adelaide City player and 
assistant coach (for the last four years) got 
the Zebras out of the blocks with a 2-1 win 
over Heidelberg United and followed it up 
with another 2-1 win against St Albans. 

But the former Victorian Premier League 
champion lost 2-1 to former triple titleholder 
Altona Magic and drew 1-1 with Oakleigh 
last Sunday, leaving Mullen with pienty to 
do in the return season. 


Joe Mullen: Big job ahead. 


With 22 rounds in the competition, next 
week marks the beginning of the second half 
of the VPL season, which Bulleen opens 
with the return match against league leader 
Green Gully. 

Bulleen lost the first round 2-) away to a 
fit and confident Green Gully. But the 
Cavaliers have shown they are not invincible, 
with a draw and a loss in recent weeks. 

They bounced back last Sunday, beating 
nearest rival Bentleigh Greens 1-0 and will 
be offering the Zebras stiff opposition on 
Sunday, April 30, in round 12. 

Mullen is taking his Victorian role a step 
at the time. “So far, I can’t ask any more out 


of the players. They’ve shown character and 
commitment and we're looking forward to 
the second half of the season,” Mullen said. 

“It’s not going to be easy, but we're confi- 
dent we can reach a respectable place on the 
league table,” he said. 

Working for a finance company, Mullen, 
38, was transferred to Melbourne six months 
ago and living close to Bulleen, he easily 
gravitated to the Zebras, who wear the same 
black-and-white Juventus stripes as Adelaide 
City, being a club also backed by the Italian 
community. He has two sons playing for 
Bulleen, one in the U10s and the other in the 
Ulls. 

A former Socceroo, in 1988, and a Young 
Socceroo, going to Mexico in 1983, the mid- 
fielder and striker played 340 NSL matches 
for Adelaide City in 15 seasons. 

The Zebras consider themselves lucky to 
have a person of his calibre coaching the 
seniors and bringing valuable experience to 
the club at all levels. 

“T jumped at the opportunity,” Mullen can- 
didly admitted. “I'd sooner be playing, but 
coaching is the next best thing. Second to 
playing, it is 

either coaching or going into administra- 
tion and I'd rather be coaching,” he said, 

Mullen, who coached an Adelaide City 
side in South Australia’s State League, has 
quickly adapted to the Victorian Premier 
League. 

“Tt is a strong league. The standard is high 
and the teams are pretty even,” he said, with 
an eye on the Green Gully match. 

“T’m looking forward to the game. It will 
be a good benchmark for us. It will show us 
where we're at,” he said. 

Mulleen will have to do without Vlad 
Babic. The experienced striker has left 
Bulleen because of work pressures and has 
been transferred to State League second divi- 
sion side Fitzroy City, who are leading the 
north-west section. 


VICTORIA PRINCESS 
SHOWS MIDAS TOUCH 


By Bert van Bedaf 


ontroversial, colorful, success- 

ful. Bentleigh Greens’ Malissa 

Fischer-Massa is Victoria’s 
most talked-about president. 

Wherever she goes, the drive to suc- 
ceed goes with her — 
something she has in com- 
mon with a former promi- 
nent identity Maria 
Carmignani, ex-president of 
Brunswick United Juventus, 
later called Melbourne 
Zebras, and of the 
Melbourne Raiders, called 
Thomastown Zebras at the time. 

Carmignani stood at Victoria’s van- 
guard of female officialdom at NSL and 
Victorian levels in a sport dominated by 
men. 

Fischer-Massa, sometimes given the 
honorary title of Queen of Victorian 
soccer, easily suggests, “That title 
should go to Maria, She was the first 
(female) president. If they want to call 
me anything, I’ll be happy to be the 
Princess.” 

So now we know. Nevertheless, even 
as a princess, Fischer-Massa is formida- 
ble. She possesses a Midas touch to col- 
lect silverware were she goes. She lifted 
the Springvale White Eagles from State 
League second division into the first. 

She won Victorian championships 
with Altona Magic. She has been associ- 
ated with Ringwood City, Gippsland 
Falcons, Melbourne Knights and now 
with Bentleigh Greens in a spectacular 
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and stellar involvement with soccer in 
this state. 

She likes English coaches, with 
whom she has forged successful partner- 
ships. “My English coaches are the 
best,” she determined, because of their 
emphasis on discipline. She's a great 
admirer of possibly the longest serving 
coach in the world, 
Essendon’s Kevin Sheedy, in 
the Australian (Rules) 
Football League. 

Sheedy took on the coach- 
ing job at Essendon in 1981, a 
generation ago, and has won 
three AFL flags in five grand 
final appearances, 

As a fanatic Bombers supporter, 
Fischer-Massa had Altona playing in the 
Essendon guernsey and she’s carried 
this over to Bentleigh Greens as their 
away strip. 

A fast and frank talker, Fischer- 
Massa is a gem for the quote of quotes, 

She is hell-bent on success, in busi- 
ness as well as in sport, and a believer in 
commitment and determination as shin- 
ing paths towards achievement. She also 
reveals her ruthless edge when volun- 
teering, “Tl sack my own mother to win 
a championship.” 

This was sparked by the departure of 
Harry Chalkitis at Benleigh Greens 
coach in favour of Gary Cole, with 
whom she won a VPL title. 

“Harry Chalkitis had been there for a 
long time and it wasn’t happening. 

He had his chance,” she said. “I want 
to win. I want to be in the Number One 
spot. I don’t want to be a loser. I’m 
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going to win the championship with my 
coach and my team. We are the best 
bunch and we have a great coach, 

He is my sort of coach and I believe 
we can do it,” she said. 

Fischer-Massa does not shy away 
from addressing the players. “A good 
president talks to them as well.” She 
advocates passion, instills discipline, 
and insists on teamwork. 

“It is like in business and everyday 
life. There must be total dedication, total 
discipline and desire. Nothing else mat- 
ters. There are no arguments.” 

Why does Fischer-Massa travel from 
club to club? Her relationship with 
Springvale soured, Ringwood lacked 
ambition. She'd reached the end of the 
line with Altona Magic after three years 
“What else was there to do? We 
couldn't get in the NSL. We couldn’t go 
any further. I needed some excitement 
and Bentleigh is a great‘club,” she said. 

At Altona, Fischer-Massa won cham- 
pionships with Cole and Ian Dobson, 
later at the Melbourne Knights, where 
he won a national title, now with Green 
Gully, where he won the VPL premier- 


. ship last season, She has a nose for the 


warrior and surrounds herself with suc- 
cessful individuals, capable of moulding 
successful teams. 

Daring those heady mid-1990s when 
Altona won three titles, Fischer-Massa 
also sacked Cole in favour of Dobson. 
Now she’s hired Cole at the Greens, 
because there’s no stopping Victoria’s 
Princess of soccer getting her way. “You 
have to be ruthless to win champi- 


onships,” she said. 


By Allan Crisp 


roydon Kings burst Blue Eagles eight- 
game unbeaten bubble with a tactical 2-1 
win at Marden on Saturday, 

It was a remarkable success for the Kings who 
were forced to play the entire second half with 10 
men following the red carding of ace defender Ken 
Tosh. 

The latter was dismissed for bringing down Frank 
Sergi in the penalty area a minute before half time. 

The dramas began long before kick-off as 
Croydon coach Phil Scardigno bravely dropped two 
gun players, Joel Porter and Josh Christison for dis- 
ciplinary breaches, but his troops rallied to secure 
the unlikely victory which dragged the Blues back to 
the chasing pack, 

Scardigno reshaped his side, with the most signif- 
icant change being the recall of solid defender 
Simon Podelewski. 

Also vital was the outstanding form of sweeper 
Jamie Perin and will-of-the wisp striker Sam 
Barbaro, back in the King’s line-up after recovering 
from a heel injury. 

Port Lion Pirates, impressive winners over 
Croydon a fortnight ago, pulled to within three 
points of the Eagles with a 3-1 away win over 
Elizabeth City at Ramsay Park, 

New White City boss, Hugo Gimenez was at the 
peak of his form again in leading his relatively inex- 
perienced Warriors to a scoreless draw with Metro 
Stars. 

The protagonists produced exciting end-to-end 
fare with Anthony Stam (City) and Ben Moore 


(Metro Stars) outstanding in their goalkeeping roles. 

Gimenez revived memories of his great days at 
West Adelaide, spraying accurate passes to either 
flank from deep in his own half. 

Class and skill oozed all over the park, with 
White City having the novelty of playing a trio of 
Stam brothers in their line-up — goalkeeper, 
Anthony and field men, Steve and Damien. 

‘There were draws also at Newton Sports field and 
Bailey Reserve with Campbelltown and Birkalla 
splitting the points 1-1, while Cumberland and 
Adelaide City produced the same scoreline. 

City coach Milan Ivanovic was content to share 
the spoils with last year’s champion, but conceded 
his young charges played below their potential. 

While Blue Eagles at last crashed to a defeat, 
Raiders could not beat the law of averages as they 
lost for the seventh successive week, last recording a 
win three months ago against Croydon. 

This time is was Modbury Jets who kept Rocky 
Aloisi’s team on the back foot with an unspectacular 
1-0 win under the Friday night lights at Golden 
Grove. 


Premier League Results 

Modbury Jets 1 (Biefari) Raiders 0, Best — 
Modbury: Blefari, Dobson, Clark; Raiders: Bralic, 
Karapetis, Morrison. 

Blue Eagles 1 (Sergi) Croydon Kings 2 (S. 
Barbaro, Deptula). Best — Blue Eagles: Cutillo, 
Kokkinoplitis, Sergi; Croydon Kings: Perin, S. 
Barbaro, Piotrowski. 

Campbelltown Red Devils 1 (Piscioneri), 
Birkalla 1 (McGregor). Best — Red Devils: M. 
Menechella, Chitti, David Menechella; Birkalla: 
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Rechichi, DeLorenzo, Keens. 

Cumberland Foxes 1 (Villios), Adelaide Zebras 
1 (Tunbridge). Best — Foxes: Nicholls, Gagliardi, 
Leane; Zebras: Cecere, Scarsella, Saraceno, 

White City 0, Metro Stars 0. Best — White 
City: McDonald, A. Stam, D. Stam; Metro Stars: 
Sabatino, Scalzi, Simmons. 

Elizabeth Rams 1 (McMillan), Port Lion 
Pirates 3 (Sordillo, DeGioviannello, Antoniou). 
Best — Rams: Childs, McMillan, Westervelt; 
Pirates: Harley, Parissos, Sordillo, 


State League Results. 
Enfield 2, Olympic 7; Nortthern Demons 4, 
Noarlunga 1; Seaford 1 Port Pirie City 4; Hills 3 
Panthers 2; Strikers 0, Salisbury 2; Para Hills 1, 
Cobras 3. 


Round 10 — Premier League 
Modbury Jets v Elizabeth Rams could be 
played on Thursday, April 20 or Saturday. 


Saturday, April 22 
Metro Stars v Raiders; Zebras v White City; 
Birkalla v Cumberland; Croydon Kings v 
Campbelltown Red Devils; Port Lion Pirates v Blue 
Eagles. 


Round 10 — State League 
Saturday, April 22 
Para Hills Knights y Salisbury Apaches; Panthers 
v Western Strikers; Port Pirie City v Hills; 
Noarlunga Bulldogs v Seaford Surfers; Olympic FC 
v Northern Demons; Cobras v Enfield Falcons. 


Adelaide Blue Eagies 
Port Adelaide Lion 
Croydon Kings 
Modbury 

Elizabeth City 
Campbelitown City 
Adelaide City 
White City Warriors 
Cumberland United 
Metro Stars 
Raiders 

W.T. Birkatia 
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BLUES OR BUST 


ABsw (S) 


Melbourne’s hopes rest with Carlton 


hey are Melbourne’s only finals hope this 
season. But will or won’t they make it? Will 
the Blues secure a finals berth or not? 

After last Friday’s spectacular 5-3 loss to South 
Melbourne, Carlton’s difficult home run (Newcastle, 
South again, Sydney Olympic and Wollongong) will 
provide a nail-biting finish. Melbourne editor Bert 
van Bedaf looks back on a decade of Victorian suc- 
cesses in the NSL. 

Only a few years ago, the possibility was none 
existent, but this season Carlton has emerged as the 
only NSL team to lead the charge for Victoria and vie 
for a national championship. The Blues came close in 
their inaugural year and were beaten by South 
Melbourne. But this year it’s Blues or bust for 
Victoria. 


Stuart Munro: One game at a time. 


Freed from the burden of expected to win a triple 
title, South coach Ange Postecoglou has acknowl- 
edged the end of his club’s mighty reign, saying, “We 
won't be making the top six, but we'll try and win 
every game and we'll play to finish on a high note.” 

Carlton coach Stuart Munro felt the weight of the 
moment on him. “We're only looking towards win- 
ning the next game and see where we are at the end 
of the season. All (top six) clubs have a sniff for the 
top two and we won't be taking our foot off the 
pedal.” 

It marks a seachange in Victoria’s soccer culture. 
It denotes the possible decline of traditional clubs in 
this Aussie Rules mad town and the perceptible rise 
of the new breed of entrepreneurial clubs, of which 
Sydney has too many and Melbourne not enough. 


“Melbourne still remains a less cosm 
We’ve left all that behind us.” 


There were two clubs that represented Victoria at 
the highest level during the past decade — the 
Melbourne Knights and South Melboume. 

South Melboume beat the Knights in the 1990/91 
grand final and after a lean spell, the Lakesiders also 
won the national championship in the 1997/98 and 
1998/99 seasons. They won their first title in 1984, 

The Knights won the championship in seasons 
1994/95 and 1995/96, when the Sunshine outfit was 
the undisputed powerhouse of the national soccer 
league. 

Only one other Melbourne club won the national 
title in the 23-year history of the NSL —Brunswick 
United Juventus in 1985, 

Juventus has long become defunct, since 1994/95 
when it was axed from the league. Two other 
Melbourne-based NSL clubs, Preston and Heidelberg 
United, never won a title, although both clubs pattici- 
pated in finals during their stay in the top league. 

Preston was chopped in 1992/93 and the Bergers 
were axed at the same time as Juventus (by then 
called Melbourne Zebras) and both clubs now play in 
the Victorian Premier League. The nostalgic memory 
of Juventus lives on at VPL club Bulleen Zebras, 
with the trophies of past glories housed at VPL rival 
Melboume Raiders in a continuing feud over lost 
Ttalian pride. 

Since entering the league, Carlton’s aim has been 
to become the prominent soccer club in Melbourne. It 
is now pushing to take over the mantle as 
Melbourne's best achieving club, being the only one 
able to vie for a finals spot and a shot at the title this 
season. 

It is Melbourne’s only club in the top six. South 
Melbourne and the Melbourne Knights bowed out 
after earlier losses and are languishing in the bottom 
half of the ladder, Victoria’s other representative, the 
Gippsland Falcons is forever battling its regional iso- 
lation in Morwell, although it did taste finals football 
in 1994/95, its best season. 

There also was a single season, in 1996/97, of the 
Collingwood Warriors, an ill-formed Partnership 
between Heidelberg and Australian Rules club 
Collingwood FC. It came and sank without much 
trace or grace. 

Carlton, bom out of a partnership with the Carlton 
Football Club but since passed into new ownership 
headed by sports agent Peter Jess, remains an enig- 
ma. 

Flash, brash, innovative, the Blues blazed into the 
grand final in their first season, 1997/98, only to lose 
2-1 to South Melbourne at Olympic Park in 
Melboume’s first night grand final. 

Outside the six last season, but very much in the 
battle today, Carlton is now setting the pace. 

That monumental first season set the scene for 
what continues to be a de-facto and largely unspoken 
process of cultural change in Melbourne’s soccer 
world, which hovers between establishing a new 
order and remaining the birthright of its traditional 
custodians, 

Pioneers such as South Melbourne, who are 
Greek-backed, and the Knights, whose main backing 
emanates from Melbourne’s Croatian community, 
have set the standards and carry the traditions in their 
heritage. Carlton is the upstart, itching to raise the 
bar, 


“Melbourne still remains a less cosmopolitan city 
than Sydney.” NSW soccer supremo Peter Gray once 
indicated Sydney has moved beyond the ethnic 


South's Bill Damianos tangles with Carlton's Mark Atkinson in the 1997/98 Ericsson Cup 


Grand Final. 


divides, to which Melbourne remains chained. 
“We've left all that behind us,” Gray said at the time. 

But here, the culture (and not just soccer) is still 
tun along ethnic lines, something which Carlton has 
Struggled against. By aspiring to be a club for every- 
one, it has fooked like a club catering for no-one and 
although it is on the right path the road has been 
fraught with rejection. 

To keep pace, both South and the Knights are in 
the process of achieving a transition towards a wider 
supporter base to secure their long-term futures. 

Although Carlton's original constituency seemed 
to stem from a mixture of Italian and British heritage, 
the club's charter always has clearly been main- 
stream. 

Its aim is to provide a home for all of Melbourne’s 
soccer fans not aligned with other clubs. 

Although on-field success has been part of its cul- 
ture, Carlton has been less successful in attracting a 
sizeable following. 

With two seasons left of its five-year franchise, 
Carlton's poor crowd factor is of great concern and 
must be improved, if the club is to remain viable. 

Seeing Olympic Park empty, bar 1400 Spectators, 
is depressing for officials and players, who'd prefer 
to play in front of ¢ full house. 

There’s again been talk of mergers, an option 
Soccer Australia encourages as part of its reforms 
outlined in its Soccer 21 Plan. After next season the 
NSL will cut from 16 to 12 clubs. Mergers would 


reduce the number of clubs to be axed, a less painful 
option: 

In the last few months Carlton has been linked 
with the Melbourne Knights, and recently with the 
Gippsland Falcons, to form a city-country link. But 
mergers seem a Sunday too far away. Now Jess has 
invited former federal parliamentary independent 
Phil Cleary to set the marketing agenda. * 

A former player-coach of the Coburg Football 
Club (now Coburg-Fitzroy in the revamped Victorian 
Football League), Cleary described his involvement, 
after the match against South Melbourne, as “just 
looking at a few aspects to see how we can improve 
some things.” But Cleary’s charter is to give Carlton 
a clearer identity to build a bigger supporter base, 
define its direction and create greater club awareness 
in the Melbourne community, 

It’s a huge task and a big challenge underscored by 
NSL general manager Stefan Kamasz; who tecently 
commented, “Melbourne is the most difficult market 
in Australia.” 

If Melbourne is to remain a soccer force, it must 
become more generous and more supportive of its 
clubs. Getting behind Carlton during the finals (if and 
when the Blues get there) would be one way of show- 
ing Soccer Australia that Melbourne is capable of 
having a united soccer heart, when it matters, and 
worthy of three clubs in the league, The sport in this 
city needs it, 


Opolitan city than Sydney. 


— New Soccer Supremo Peter Gray. 
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ACT PREMIER LEAGUE 


By Graham Cooke 


ungahlin Juventus have taken 
Gc clear lead in the ACT 

Premiership after their nearest 
rivals both lost in third-round games 
on Sunday. 

While Juventus were slicing up the 
University of Canberra 7-2, the previous 
leaders, Belconnen United, were finding 
life can be tough at the top, going down 
3-2 to Capital City Suns. 

And Monaro, second in the league that 
morning, succumbed to a whirlwind first 
half against Canberra Olympic - 
Olympic coming home 4-1 for their first 
win of the campaign. 

Monaro’s John Rakic got the first shot 
on goal, when David Collins held his 
powerfully-struck drive, but Olympic 
took over after that, 

First a long ball out of defence found 
Njegosh Popovich, and the experienced 
striker took his time before placing a 
shot past fan Jefferies. 

Less than a minute later Olympic went 
2-0 up, Simon Agnello taking full advan- 
tage of indecision in the Monaro back- 
line. 

The game was virtually over when 
referee Ben Wilson awarded a penalty in 
the 35th minute, Robbie Perinovic net- 
ting from the spot. 

Monaro enjoyed their best spell of the 
game early in the second half, Paul 
Macor heading on a corner for substitute 
Neal to claw one back, 

But the revival was stifled by the 


Juventus 
Belconnen United 
Tuggeranong United 
Capital City Suns 
Monaro. 

Canberra Deakin 
Canberra Olympic 
University of Canberra 
Burns Club 

Weston Creek Royals 
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LG electronics, as the new naming - rights sponsor of the 


LG Bill Turner Cup. 


The Cup, which provides a major competition for secondary 
schools around Australia, is part of LG Electronic’s on-going com- 
mitment to promote soccer at the grass roots level, as well as at the 


National Teams Level, 


Competition President Bill Turner is extremely pleased to have 


LG Electronics on board. 


“Tt is certainly an honour to have such a world famous company 
in LG Electronics recognise the LG Bill Turner Cup as a leading 
football competition in Australia,” he said. 

“The LG Sponsorship, allied to the recognition that Soccer 
Australia gives to the competition’s talent identification pro- 
gramme, gives us the enthusiasm to continually reach for greater 


heights.” 


What you should know about the LG Bill Turner Cup: 

* The Cup was devised to provide a major competition for sec- 
ondary schools players of 15 years and under. Up to this point in 
time, competitions had been predominantly open age competitions 
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sending off of Monaro defender Darryl 
North for a foul on Ellie Salloum, and 
Agneilo wrapped up the points by scor- 
ing the most spectacular goal of the 
game — a scorching volley from an 
attempted clearance after a corner. 

Pint-sized striker Steve Lee was the 
Suns’ star, scoring one and generating a 
penalty which Peter Hader put away. Mil 
Sredojevic scored Suns’ third; 
Belconnen hit back in the second half 
through Daniel Camara and Marko 
Perinovic. 

Steve Lazzari completed a hat-trick 
for Juventus in the rout of the 
University, and in other games Tony 
Lemezina scored twice as Canberra 
Deakin recovered from last week’s 
shock 5-0 drubbing by Belconnen to beat 
Burns Club 4-1; Weston Creek Royals, 
finalists last season, are still point-less 
after suffering a 6-0 hiding at the hands 
of Tuggeranong United. 


Other results: 

Under 23s: Tuggeranong United 1 
Weston Creek Royals 1, Canberra 
Deakin 3 Burns Club 0, Canberra 
Olympic 0 Monaro 1, Capital City Suns 
2 Belconnen United 2, Gungahlin 
Juventus 0 University of Canberra 2. 

Under 19s; Tuggeranong United 2 
Weston Creek Royals 1, Canberra 
Deakin 14 Burns Club 1, Canberra 
Olympic 1 Monaro 0, Capital City Suns 
4 Belconnen United 3, Gungahlin 
Juventus 2 University of Canberra 0. 
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Kresimir is Back! 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


remiership contenders Sydney 

‘Olympic have attained the ser- 

vices of Kresimir Marusic, on 
loan from Belgium side Lommel until 
the end of the season. 

This came as a breath of fresh air for 
coach Branko after the horrific suspen- 
sion and injury toll that’s shaken his 
team. 

“T want to try and help Olympic win 
the title come end of the season,” stated 
Manusic to ABSW. 

The former Player of the year has 
been overshadowed at his club in 
Lommel, where he has two more years 
left on his contract, 

“T played well at the start of the sea- 
son, but midway through it I fell in a 
slump. J got red carded twice, suspend- 
ing me for six matches then I got 
injured as soon as I came back which 
again took another three weeks to 
Tecover, 

My team at the time were coming 
last and the new coach did not know 
me well, thus making me overlooked 
for the teaia,” Marusic said, 

“The attention of Kresimir’s frustra- 
tions were heard by coach Culina, who 
knew that to gain the services of such a 
player would raise the chances of win- 
ning the title this year. “I was open for 
options, first a Chinese agent offered 
me a contract in China but I disliked 
the lifestyle there. 


Olympic then approached me to sign 
up for the club on a loan deal, in order 
for me to gain the required match fit- 
ness I needed,” said Kresimir. 

Marusic now at his fifth club in 


LG ELECTRONICS SECURE BILL 
TURNER CUP NAMING RIGHTS | 


occer Australia is pleased to announce its major partner, Which restricted younger players and had the effect of turning play-_}} 

S ers to other sports which catered for differing age levels 

* The competition was first held in 1979 when a group of teach- 

ers organised a knock-out competition of 34 teams. The number of 

teams competing has since grown to a maximum of 738 teams 
(1998) and is open to all State and independent school systems. 

* While the geographical focus up to now has been in NSW, 
teats as far as North Queensland, Northern Victoria and Broken 
Hill have participated, with the vision set to expand into Victoria, 
South Australia & Western Australia. 

* The LG Bill Turer Cup is a non-profit organisation promoting 
fair play, good sportsmanship & good citizenship through the hand- 
book guidelines, administrators and match officials. Ideals include 
promoting drug-free lives, team-work, acceptance of authority and 


being aware of playing within the rules of the game. 


* Previous participants in the competition have included Mark 
Bosnich (LG Socceroo and Manchester United), Paul Okon (LG 
Socceroo and Fiorentina), Harry Kewell (LG Socceroo & Leeds 
United) and Richard Johnson (LG Socceroo & Watford). 

* The Cup is named after the founder of the competition. 


Kresimir Marusic: Now starting for Olympic. 


Australia has said that he is very happy 
with the boys from Belmore. “There are 
many good boys in the squad who are 
very talented, also team harmony is 
present which is always good for a 
team wanting to win the champi- 
onship.” 

Playing in Europe has been an awe- 
some experience for the 30-year-old 
playmaker even though his season’s 
had its up’s and down’s. 

“Belgium is a nice place, the soccer 
is good because it has a professional 
setup. Belgium football is a mixture of 
English and German soccer, fast paced 
and played at one hundred miles an 
hour. Lommel has a population of 
30,000 people so everybody knows 
each other. 

Our matches attract up to 5,000 a 
week, not much compared to the ones 
at Standard Leige or Anderlecht who 
attract more than 30,000 a. game,” said 
Manusic, 


Round 1 Resuits 
6. Beacon Hilll; North Sydney 3 Balgowlah Boys 1 
yys 4 Killara 1, James Ruse 2 St Leo’s College '1; St 
Jege 5 Majuina 0; Masada 


Heatheote 2 


BILL TURNER CUP | 


Qualifying Match 


Heathcote | St John Bosco 


-5 Caringbah 2-4; James | 
Blakehurst 0-3 Marist Bros Penshurst 0-2; DLS Caringbah 2 Port | 
Hacking 1; JJ Cahill 9 Vaucluse 0; Hurstville Boys 4 Sydney 
Tech 0; Waverley College 6 Sydney Grammar 2; All Saints 
Lakemba 3 St Andrews Cathedral 0; Moriah College 2 St 
Spyridons College 0; Delany College 3 Homebush Boys 2; 


After making his debut for Olympic 
against Canberra and last week playing 
the Strikers, Kresimir is yet to hit his 
top form. 

“] have played ok so far for Olympic 
but my full potential has yet to be seen 
as I am still adjusting to the system 
here. Once I get in full focus of the 
team’s tactics I know that come end of 
the season we will be there and I will 
do my best to help the team succeed,” 
said Manusic. 

Kresimir’s future is still uncertain as 
after this season is over he will weigh 
up his options in Europe. 

“If Lommel drop to the second divi- 
sion it will not do my career.any good 
as I only have a few years left in the 
game,” he said. 

Whatever his future may be, rest 
assured that Marusic will five up to his 
name and will have many more fruitful 
years of soccer ahead of him, 


lege 4 Pittwater 3; 


ook Boys 5 Jannali 1; 


Northmead 4 Parramatta 0; Grantham 3 Seven Hills 0; Greystanes 


Hurlstone Ag 2. 


3 Parramatta Marist 0; Quakers Hill 4 Doonside 0; Plumpton 3 
Mitchell 0; St Clair 3 St columbas Springwood 0; Penrith 1 
Cranebrook 0; John Wycliffe Christian 3 McCardiy Catholic 0; 
Jamison 7 Glenmore Park 1; St Dominics College 7 Hawkesbury 
1; Bebe Polding 2 Winmalee 0; Bonnyrigg 2 Pat Bros Fairfield 1; 
East Hills Boys 5 Bass 1; St Euphemia 3 DLS Revesby 0; 
Fairvale 3 Miller 1; Bossley Park 4 All Saints Liverpool 1; John 
Therry 3 Ambarvale 2; Lurnea 3 Thomas Reddall 2; Airds 5 


THE MOUSE 
THAT ROARED 


Port Adelaide Lion Soccer Club may 
be a small fish in the vast international 
football pond, but Greek First Division 
club Panachachaiki has discovered that 
the South Australian club is determined 
to claim its rights. 

Port released ace striker Greg Hagias 
to Panachachaiki for an agreed GRD 7.5 
million ($40,000 Aust), to be paid in 
instalments, with the full amount due by 
the end of March, 

The Greek club failed to meet that 
commitment, so Port Lion referred the 
matter to Soccer Australia, which in tum 
called in the big guns at FIFA. 

World governing body FIFA subse- 
quently fined Panachachaiki 5000 Swiss 
Francs — a decision that could have seri- 
ous ramifications for the Greek Football 
Association, because if the outstanding 
debt to Port Lion is not met, Greece 
could be banned from international com- 
petition. 

FIFA’s Disciplinary Committee dealt 
with the matter during the first FIFA 
Club World Championship played in 
Brazil. 

Port Lion secretary, Gene Lomman 
said he was relieved that the dispute had 


WOLLONGONG NEWS 


fteen year old Luke Bear 

reports in the Wolves colourful 

match booklet (a credit to 
journo Nathan Simpson and South 
Coast Graphics Printers) about the 
“YOB Squad’, a noisy supporters 
group on the northern hill at Brandon 
Park. 

He travels every home game one hour 
from his home in Picton to Wollongong, 
His idea developed from watching some 
fanatical South Sydney (Former Rab- 
bitohs rugby league) supporters making 
an appearance on the hill at Brandon 
Park since their team was dumped and 
now have adopted the Wolves as their 
team. What a great bunch of newly won 
fans. Watch the “YOB Squad” in action 
next time, 

They are now asking supporters to 
join them on the northern hill, what 
about it? 


BEEBE 
Wolves fan Rusty Abbott quotes ‘it’s 
not a library, Wolves supporters you are 
allowed to make some noise’ unquote. 
Baae 
Kids page in the Wolves match pro- 
gram is a great idea. Some of the entry 
drawings from children are fantastic 
showing the kid’s thoughts about their 
team. The page is sponsored by 
‘Little@Loud Child Care Centre 
Woonona’, Congratulations to all chil- 
dren who send their sketches, simply 


anne 
Before the game last Sunday at 
Brandon Park the Wolves paraded the 
club’s Junior teams from U/11s to 
U/16s, a fine promotional gesture. 


finally been settled. “It seems that the 
Greek club looked upon us as just a little 
club and that if they ignored us, we 
would simply go away,” Lomman said. 
Hagias joined the Pirates from the 
West Adelaide Sharks in 1997 when he 
topped the club’s Premier League 
goalscoring list in the first of his two sea- 
sons with the seaside outfit, 
Australian-bom Hagias broke into the 
Panachachaiki first team, but currently 
his football career is in limbo, while he 
serves six months in the Greek Army. 


ARNIE CALLS 
THE SHOTS 


We expect former champion strikers 
to be straight shooters and ex-Socceroo 
forward Graham Arnold is true to his 
craft. 

Asked during an Adelaide radio inter- 
view (SRPH) how he rated Northern 
Spirit’s chances of making the finals 
play-offs, Arnold replied, “If the other 
eight teams in front of us, don’t play 
another game between now and the end 
of the season, we might stand a chance, 

“With five games left, there's still a 
chance, but I’d say, our chances are min- 
imal.” 

But, Arnold, issued a chilling pre- 
game warning to last Friday night’s 
opponent, Adelaide City and Spirit’s 
remaining opponents, “We won't lay 
down for anyone, because we know how 
hard it was for us to make the semis last 
year.” 

Arnold was equally frank about his 
Tole as assistant national coach to Frank 
Farina. “I’m really enjoying that involve- 
ment, but I don’t see the need for a full- 


Around 100 players in club track suits 
presenting the future of the Wolves sur- 
vival in years to come. It made a great 
picture, warmly applauded by the huge 


door for one of the bench players to 
cement a place in the starting 11. 
anan 


time assistant Socceroo coach. 

“That would be a waste of money 
because the job only entails three or four 
days work a month.” 


Graham Arnold: Won't lie down. 


KIDD AFTER 
ANOTHER RAM 
FOR CITY 


Elizabeth City Rams coach Alby Kidd 
is seeking a goalkeeper to cover the pos- 
sible departure of his Premier League 
first choice custodian, Daniel Godley. 

Hot shot stopper Godley, on loan to 
the Rams from Salisbury Apaches, has 
Tequested a return to his state League 
club and the matter is being considered 
by the South Australian Soccer 
Federation, 

Meanwhile, Kidd’s main objective is 
to keep as many of his squad as possible 
together for the remainder of the Premier 
League campaign, 

Elizabeth, struggling under the weight 
of a $185,000 debt, is in hands of an 
administrator, but is hoping to return to 
the black by selling its clubrooms to the 


Soccer Illawarra results round five 


crowd. 
SEan 
Wolves defender Alvin Ceccoli has 
played his 101st NSL game for the club, 
a proud record considering he missed 
most of Jast season due to injury. 
He was the outstanding player in the 
game against Adelaide Force. 
anan 
Striker Scott Chipperfield is on the 
brink of creating Wolves history, scor- 
ing 30 goals in his club career so far, 
four less than all-time record Wolves 
striker Pat Brodnik (scoring seven in one 
match alone, then drifting away from 
soccer to become religious). 
Hopefully Scott can break the record 
this season, 
BRne 
Bruised after a tough encounter with 
Adelaide Force at Brandon Park defend- 
er David Cervinski has a lump the size 
of a tennis ball on his forehead follow- 
ing a clash with Adelaide defender 
Angelo Costanzo. 
SEE 
Also striker Saso Petrovski has heavy 
bruising around his kidneys after being 
unceremoniously dumped by an 
Adelaide defender. Hopefully both 
recover quickly to take up the next chal- 
lenge. 
Saan 
With keeper Les Pogliacomi (out sus- 
pended), goalkeeper in waiting Daniel 
Beltrame is, eager to take the chance to 
show everybody he is NSL material. 
Also out suspended for one game is 
defender Alvin Ceccoli, opening the 


in ICU Premier League: Kemblawarra 
drew 1-1 with Consiston in an even 
match. Northern United drew 0-0 with 
Port Kembla, the first point for strug- 
gling North, disappointing for Port. 

Bulli was overpowered 1-4 by 
Western Suburbs, a side running hot, 
challenging for the top spot. 
Wollongong Olympic won 2-0 against 
Tarrawanna, perhaps a bit lucky against 
a well playing Tarrawanna. 

Shoalhaven City won 3-2 against 
Albion Park WE, recording valuable 
points. Cringila lost at home 0-3 to 
Lysaghis, a fit and speedy side, at pre- 
sent competition leader. 

Front runners are at this stage 
Lysaghts-Wollongong Olympic-Western 
Suburbs — Kemblawarra. 

ICU First Division results are: 
Woonona won 3-2 against Kiama after a 
struggle. University got hammered 1-8 
by Dapto. Helensburgh won 3-1 against 
South Coast United. 

Highlands lost at home 1-3 against 
Illawarra United, a big surprise. Fernhill 
lost at home 0-8 to Picton, looks like an 
earthquake hit. Warilla Wanderers won 
the lower grades but lost the first grade 
by an own goal off the keeper’s leg, 

Shellharbour City lost 0-5 Balgownie, 
missing team spirit after four terrible 
defensive errors resulting in four goals 
at half time. 

Bellambi won 3-0 agaisnt Berkeley 
who are not travelling too well. Front 
Tunners are at present Balgownie — 
Woonona — Picton — Helensburgh — 
Dapto. 


Playford Council for $250,000. 

Under a revised player payment 
scheduled, the administrator has allowed 
Kidd a $1000 weekly budget to keep his 
team afloat. 


EX-SHARK EYES 
PORT PIRIE 


Former Adelaide Sharks defender Paul 
Pezos is seeking a transfer from 
Cumberland United Foxes to Port Pirie 
City. 

Foxes coach David Leane recently 
dropped Pezos to the Under 23 squad, 
claiming the player failed to perform the 
team task he was assigned. 

Pezos was signed to replace experi- 
enced stopper Robert Walczynski, who 
had intended to rest this season, 

But Walezynski is expected to respond 
to an SOS from Leane to return to the 
Foxes lair and assist them to recover the 
form that won them the league title last 
year. 


BLAIR BACK 
IN ACTION 


Raymond Blair, the former West 
Adelaide Sharks captain, has joined 
forces with ex-arch Adelaide City foe, 
Steve Maxwell, in heading the Vacation 
Soccer Skills clinic at Scotch College, 
Mitcham. 

Designed for 8-16 year olds, the clinic 
also boasts Mike Genikas, Craig Leith 
and Anthony Best as coaches. 

The course runs until Thursday. 
Contacts; (08) 8322 6841 or mobile: 
0414 713 502. 


he vultures are gathering around 
Canberra Cosmos’ players — and 


there’s very little the cash-strapped 


club can do about it. 


Already there has been an official 


approach from Carlton who wish to discuss 
terms with striker or midfielder Ivo de Jesus, 
and from Melbourne Knights who would 
like to include speedy front man Harry 
James in their plans, 


Coach Tom Sermanni can be excused the 


cynicism when he said: “These are two clubs 
who have done the right thing and used the 
system. How many ‘unofficial’ approaches 
have been made to other members of the 
squad? 


“Given the Cosmos’ difficult financial 


State there’s not much we can do about it - 
there are several players here who I’d like to 
lock away on long-term contracts, but we 
simply don’t have the money.” 


The alternative is to try and persuade 


players to retain their loyalty to Canberra in 
the face of attractive offers elsewhere. 
Sermanni is already beginning the approach- 
. “Ideally, I would like to have a clear view 
of every player's intentions by the end of the 
season,” he said, 


That may be a pious hope, but it would 


not be surprising if Sermanni ended up with 
much the same squad as this season. 


“If the money was there, I would want to 


look at keeping around eight or nine and 
then see who else is available,” he said. 


“But with our budget we are not going to 


WEST END 
CUP DRAW 


Round 2 of the West End 
Federation Cup will feature four 
direct clashes between Premier League 
clubs. 

In all, eight cup games will be played 
throughout Adelaide’s suburbs on Anzac 
Day. 


West End Federation Cup Draw 

Croydon Kings v Port Lion Pirates; 
Birkalla v Olympic FC; Cumberland 
Foxes y Raiders; Modbury Jets v Metro 
Stars; Adelaide Zebras v Campbelltown; 
Panthers v Salisbury; Elizabeth Rams v 
Hills; Blue Eagles v Enfield Falcons. 


Under 23 Cup 
White City v Port Lion; Birkalla v 
Olympic FC; Cumberland v Raiders; 
Modbury v Metro Stars; Adelaide Zebras 
v Campbelltown; Panthers y Salisbury; 
Para Hills v Seaford; Northern Demons v 
Enfield. 


Under 19 Cup 
Croydon Kings v Port Lion; Birkalla v 
Olympic; Cumberland v Raiders; 
Modbury v Metro Stars; Zebras v 
Campbelltown; Panthers v Salisbury; 
Para Hills v Adelaide Hills; Northern 
Demons v Enfield. 


Allan Crisp can be heard on the 
Breakfast Soceer Show each Tuesday 
from 7.30am-9am on Adelaide Radio 
SRPH (1197 AM), along with John 
Perin, Robbie Popplestone and Vince 
Battiato. 


COSMOS HELPLESS 
TO STOP VULTURES 


be signing any superstars, and if the players 
who are available are no better than the ones 
we have already, then why go to the bother 
of negotiating a transfer?” 

While Sermanni is not giving anything 
away, the chances are that at ieast One, or 
possibly both of Canberra’s overseas players 
will not be re-signed. 

Defender David 
Winnie’s form has been 
patchy of late and he will 
leave immediately the 
Cosmos season is over to 
tesume his playing 
career in Iceland. Club 
officials believe that 


kind of hectic pace is not 
conducive to quality 7m Sermanni: 
football, Cynical. 


The future of the other import, Brian 
Hamilton, is less certain. 

Another player broke his links with the 
club last week. West Australian Nic Mrdja is 
Teturning home to Perth where he is likely to 
sign for a club in the local competition. He 
follows Scott Conlon, Geoff Howarth and 
Elliott Zwangobani who have been released 
to clubs in the ACT Premiership. 

And the saga of Michal Hudec is finally 
over. Almost 18 months after he walked out 
of the Cosmos and returned to his native 
Slovakia, agreement has been released with a 
second division side, ZSNP Sportony Klub, 
of Ziar Nad Hronom, for his transfer. 

A small fee is believed to have been 
involved for Hudec, who did not kick a ball 
in anger for the Cosmos in the few months 
he was in Australia. 
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LETTERS T0 THE EDITOR 


AS SIMPLE AS ABC 


Dear Sir, 

I would like to express my great annoyance with 
ABC’s telecast of the Newcastle Breakers v Perth 
Glory game on Sunday (16/4/2000). 

With 45 seconds to go the telecast stopped and 
showed five minutes of oriental cooking before the 
seven o’clock news. 

This would be the equivalent of not showing 
Tiger Wood’s last putt at the Masters or not 
showing the last 10 metres of swimming of the 
Olympic’s with Susie O'Neill leading by a touch. 

The person in charge of scheduling the programs 
at ABC should hang his head in shame, never to be 
allowed near the station during a soccer telecast. 

Then again, what do you expect from the same 


ABC, whose general manager (and later Soccer 
Australia’s boss) David Hill insisted to show 
Premier League highlights from England between 
11.15pm and 12.15am every week. 


Robert Forrai 
Roseville 


Robert, I happened to be watching the same 
telecast and have myself whisked off a letter to the 
ABC and Soccer Australia. | was embarrassed for 
Soccer and I hope prospective fans weren't 
watching. I’m sure the last hasn’t been heard of 
this, - Ed. 


Send letters to 


Australian and British 
Soccer Weekly 


PO Box 155 
Marrickville NSW 1475 or fax (02) 9550 9332 
or e-mail to: soccerweekly@hotmail.com 


CLUB VS COUNTRY SURFACES AGAIN 


Dear Sir, 
One of the biggest problems facing soccer today in 
this country, is the club verses country, situation, 

How can we have a creditable domestic 
competition if so many of our best young players are 
tequired for Olyroo and Youth team duties. 

It’s fair enough that our very best at senior level 
are nearly all playing, overseas where the big money 
is but now have to put up with the top clubs being 
without some of their best players constantly because 
of Olyroo duties with Raul Blanco. 

No wonder crowds are down, this season. 

I realise that the Olyroos need plenty of 
preparation for the Olympics up on home soil, but 
surely most of this could be done in June, July and 
August after our domestic season is over. 

It’s all very well to say that the National teams 
take precedence, or are more important than club 
games, but do we want to down grade the 
competition down to the level of the State Sheffield 
Shield Cricket competition? 

We all know that FIFA is now preparing an 
international calender to suit both clubs and National 
bodies in future, but it won’t necessarily cover the 
lower levels of the national teams, such as the 
Olyroos, youth team and the Joeys. 

That will still remain the responsibility of the 
National bodies in charge. 

So unless soccer Australia fixes the problem in 
future our greatest strength (being the World game) 


Johnny Warren: Credible 
will always be our greatest weakness. 

Tt would also stop Johnny Warren from 
complaining all the time, first for lack of preparing 
our national teams and now for clubs having rocks in 
their heads for having Olyroos and youth players on 
their books, 

Dominic Scullino, 
Nerang Qld. 


Ass usual a very interesting account of the world 
game. I can smile at some of your opinions knowing 
that our opinions may differ but I cannot accept 
harsh words about Johnny Warren. 

Tam of the opinion, like most, that Warren doesn’t 
Say much, but what he does say usually has a lot of 
credence to it. 

So your opinions are welcome as long as they 
have substance. - Ed 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION — LOWER DIVISIONS 


FEDERATION DIVISION ONE 

FIRST GRADE: Dulwich Hill 1(T 
Pontidas 44m), M.S.C.Liverpool 1(J 
Amandulia 49m): Hajduk Wanderers 2(T 
Gledhill 60m,R Giometti 67m), 
Stanmore Hawks 1(M Adams 83m): 
Illawarra Lions 1(D D’Ourso 73m), 
Fraser Park 1(D Rosenthal 65m): AC 
United 1(N Rivera 13m), Rockdale City 
Suns 2($ Najdoski 75/82m); Auburn 
United 3(M Kadayifci 44m,H Vardar 
48m,C Elgun 79m), Bathurst ‘75 1(M 
Rooke 28m): Ryde City Gunners 1(G 
Wilson 51m), Hurstville City Minotaurs 
2(S Kladis 54m,M Hussein 88m). 

UNDER 21: Dulwich Hill 2 M.S.C. 
Liverpool 3, Hajduk Wanderers 1 
Stanmore Hawks 1,Illawarra Lions 2 
Fraser Park 8, AC United 7 Rockdale 
City Suns 0, Auburn United 2 Bathurst 
“75 1, Ryde City Gunners 2 Hurstville 
City 1. z 

UNDER 18: Dulwich Hill 0 M.S.C. 
Liverpool 4, Hajduk Wanderers 0 
Stanmore Hawks 0, Illawarra Lions 0 
Fraser Park 7, AC United 2 Rockdale 
City Suns 2, Auburn United 1 Bathurst 
‘75 4, Ryde City Gunners 3 Hurstville 
City 0. 


FEDERATION DIVISION 
TWO: 

FIRST GRADE: Greystanes 2 White 
City 0, Mt Druitt Town Rangers 1 
Hurstville ZSC 1, Mt Pritchard 0 
Belmore Hercules 1, Sydney District 0 
Central Coast Lakers 5, Hakoah 3 
Sydney University 1, University Of 
NSW | Hills United 0, 

UNDER 21: Greystanes 2 White City 
0, Mt Druitt Town Rangers 1 Hurstville 
ZSC 3, Mt Pritchard 1 Belmore Hercules 
0, Sydney District 2 Central Coast 
Lakers 1, Hakoah 2 Sydney University 5, 
University Of NSW 1 Hills United 1. 

UNDER 18: Greystanes 2 White City 
1, Mt Druitt Town Rangers 1 Hurstville 
ZSC 0, Mt Pritchard 2 Belmore Hercules 
2, Sydney District 1 Central Coast 
Lakers 3, Hakoah 0 Sydney University 1, 
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University Of NSW 2 Hills United 1. 
FEDERATION DIVISION 
THREE 


FIRST GRADE: Balmain 3 
Trasandinos 0, The Wanderers 0 Camden 
Tigers 0, Colo Colo 0 Western Sydney 
Lions 2, Prospect United 3 Holy Cross 
Ryde 1, Liverpool City 1 Nepean District 
6, Prairiewood United 1 Parramatta City 
1. 

RESERVE GRADE: Balmain 9 
Trasandinos 0, The Wanderers 1 Camden 
Tigers 0, Colo Colo 0 Western Sydney 
Lions 2, Prospect United 0 Holy Cross 
Ryde 2, Liverpool City 2 Nepean District 
6, Prairiewood United 3 Parramatta City 
2 


FEDERATION DIVISION 
FOUR 

FIRST GRADE: Sporting SCC 2 
Eastern Creek Pioneers 1, Maroubra 
United 0 CSI Schofields 2, Granville 
Greenisland 0 Kellyville Kolts 4, 
Marrickville 1 United Eagles 0, 
Hawkesbury City 1 Springwood 1, 

Sydney Crescent Star 6 Auburn Star 5. 
RESERVE GRADE: Sporting SCC 1 
Eastern Creek Pioneers 1, Maroubra. 
United 5 CSI Schofields 3, Granville 
Greenisland 2 Kellyville Kolts 2, 
Marrickville 1 United Eagles 6, 
Hawkesbury City 0 Springwood 0, 

Sydney Crescent Sta 7 Auburn Star 4. 


FEDERATION DIVISION FIVE 

FIRST GRADE: Kosciusko 2, 
Fairfield City 1: Bossy 8, Western Sydney 
Passion 0: Lithgow Workmen 1, UTS 4: 
Hinchinbrook Juniors 0, Liverpool 
Olympic 3: Petersham 14, Birrong Sports 
0. 


RESERVE GRADE: Kosciusko 4, 
Fairfield City 1: Bossy 4, Western 
Sydney Passion 1: Lithgow Workmen 0, 
UTS 1: Hinchinbrook Juniors 0, 
Liverpool Olympic 3: Petersham 4 
Birrong Sports 0. 


WOMENS SUPER LEAGUE 
. FIRST GRADE: Marconi 9, Nepean 


Association 0: Wollongong Wolves 1, . 
Macarthur Rams 0: Northem NSW/HAS 
4, NSW Academy 0: Sutherland Sharks 
2, Marconi 1: Gladesville Ravens 1, 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 1: Nepean 
Association 2, Central Coast Lakers 4. 
GRADE 21: Marconi 13, Nepean 
Association 0; Wollongong Wolves 3, 
Macarthur Rams 2: Sutherland Sharks 0, 
Marconi 1: Gladesville Ravens 0, Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 1: Nepean 
Association 2, Central Coast Lakers 4, 


WOMENS STATE LEAGUE 

FIRST GRADE: Bathurst City 1, 
Hajduk Wanderers 3: Roselands Raptors 
1, St George Association 3: CSI 
Schofields 0, Gladesville Homsby Koalas 
8 

GRADE 19; Bathurst City 0, Hajduk 
Wanderers 1: Roselands Raptors 2, St 
George Association 1: CSI Schofields 0, 
Gladesville Hornsby Koalas 8. 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 

GRADE 13: Macarthur Rams 0, 
Sydney United 2: Bankstown City 2, 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 1: Eastern 
Suburbs Wanderers 0, Penrith Panthers 
3; Fairfield Bulls 5, Leichhardt Tigers 5: 
Sutherland Sharks 2, Marconi Stallions 
1: Wollongong Wolves 3, Sydney 
Olympic 3: Newcastle Breakers 2, Sydney 
United 1: Central Coast Coasties 2, 
Northern Spirit 3: Blacktown City 
Demons 3, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0: 
Parramatta Eagles 0, Macarthur Rams 0: 
Canterbury Marrickville 0, St George 3: 
Penrith Panthers 1, Central Coast Coasties 
0. 
GRADE 14: Macarthur Rams 0, 
Sydney United 2: Bankstown City 1, 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 1: Eastern 
Suburbs Wanderers 4, Penrith Panthers 
1; Fairfield Bulls 2, Leichhardt Tigers 1; 
Sutherland Sharks 3, Marconi Stallions 
0: Wollongong Wolves 1, Sydney 
Olympic 1: Newcastle Breakers 1, 
Sydney United 1: Central Coast Coasties 
0, Northern Spirit 5: Blacktown City 
Demons 3, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0: 
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Parramatta Eagles 2, Macarthur Rams 1: 
Canterbury Marrickville 3, St George 2: 
Penrith Panthers 3, Central Coast 
Coasties 0. 

GRADE 15: Macarthur Rams 0, 
Sydney United 2: Bankstown City 1, 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 1: Eastern 
Suburbs Wanderers 0, Penrith Panthers 
1; Fairfield Bulls 1, Leichhardt Tigers 3: 
Sutherland Sharks 0, Marconi Stallions 
2: Wollongong Wolves 0, Sydney 
Olympic 3: Newcastle Breakers 4, 
Sydney United 0: Central Coast Coasties 
0, Northern Spirit 4: Blacktown City 
Demons 4, Bonnytigg White Eagles 1: 
Parramatta Eagles 2, Macarthur Rams 2: 
Canterbury Marrickville 2, St George 1: 
Penrith Panthers 4, Central Coast 
Coasties 0. 

GRADE 16: Macarthur Rams 0, 
Sydney United 1: Bankstown City 2, 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 2: Eastern 
Suburbs Wanderers 2, Penrith Panthers 
1: Fairfield Bulls 1, Leichhardt Tigers 2: 
Sutherland Sharks 2, Marconi Stallions 3: 
Wollongong Wolves 1, Sydney Olympic 
0: Newcastle Breakers 1, Sydney United 
3: Central Coast Coasties 0, Northern 
Spirit 1: Blacktown City Demons 1, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0: Parramatta 
Eagles 0, Macarthur Rams 1: Canterbury 
Marrickville 0, St George 1: Penrith 
Panthers 2, Central Coast Coasties 0. 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH 
LEAGUE ROUND 7 

GRADE 13: Southern Branch 9, Mt 
Pritchard 0: Hajduk Wanderers 0, 
Blacktown Association 1: Canterbury 
Association 1, Ryde City 9: Stanmore 
Hawks 0, Hills United 6: Rockdale City 
Suns 0, Illawarra Lions 0: AC United 3, 
Nepean Association 0. 

GRADE 14: Southem Branch 2, Mt 
Pritchard 1: Hajduk Wanderers 2, 
Blacktown Association 0: Canterbury 
Association 1, Ryde City 1: Stanmore 
Hawks 1, Hills United 3: Rockdale City 
Suns |, Mawarra Lions 5: AC United 1, 
Nepean Association 1. 

GRADE 15: Southern Branch 2, Mt 


Pritchard 1: Hajduk Wanderers 3, 
Blacktown Association 1: Canterbury 
Association 1, Ryde City 0: Stanmore 
Hawks 3, Hills United 1: Rockdale City 
Suns 1, [lawarra Lions 1: AC United 5, 
Nepean Association 3. 

GRADE 16: Southern Branch 2, Mt 
Pritchard 1: Hajduk Wanderers 3, 
Blacktown Association 1: Canterbury 
Association 0, Ryde City 3: Stanmore 
Hawks 1, Hills United 0: Rockdale City 
Suns 2, Illawarra Lions 6: AC United 2, 
Nepean Association 0. 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH 
LEAGUE ROUND 8: 
GRADE 13: Southern Branch 7, 
WNawarra Lions 0: Blacktown 
Association 3, Mt Pritchard 0: Ryde City 


“4, Hajduk Wanderers 0: Hills United 3, 


Canterbury Association 1; Nepean 
Association 0, Stanmore Hawks !: 
Rockdale City Suns 2, AC United 0. 
GRADE 14: Southern Branch 0, 
Illawarra Lions 2; Blacktown 
Association 6, Mt Pritchard 0: Ryde City 
2, Hajduk Wanderers 3; Hills United 3, 
Canterbury Association 1; Nepean 
Association 3, Stanmore Hawks 0; 
Rockdale City Suns 2, AC United 2. 
GRADE 15: Southern Branch 4, 
Illawarra Lions 2: Blacktown 
Association 1, Mt Pritchard 1: Ryde City 
1, Hajduk Wanderers 0: Hills United 0, 
Canterbury Association 1: Nepean 
Association 2, Stanmore Hawks 0: 
Rockdale City Suns 2, AC United 5. 
GRADE 16: Southern Branch 2, 
Illawarra Lions 2: Blacktown 
Association 2, Mt Pritchard 0: Ryde City 
2, Hajduk Wanderers 3: Hills United 2, 
Canterbury Association 0: Nepean 
Association 2, Stanmore Hawks 2: 
Rockdale City Suns 1, AC United 5. 


FULL 
SUPER LEAGUE 
RESULTS & 
TABLES PAGE 15 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 4 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 2 


By Allan Crisp 


amian Mori steered Adelaide City Force towards their 11th suc- 
cessive finals campaign with a magnificent four-goal booty to 
join the club’s sharpshooting elite. 

Mori netted his highest individual tally in a single game for the club 
and equalled che club record four-goal hauls previously achieved by the 
great Dixie Deans and current day player, Carl Veart. 

And it was Mori’s seventh career hat-trick, levelling the mark estab- 
lished by Socceroos, John Kosmina and Frank Farina. 

Irrepressible Mori could not have timed his superb goal poaching 
display any better because defeat would have cost City any chance of 
qualifying for the top six. 

Northern Spirit repelled several Force attacks before 17-year-old 
Ryan Griffiths shoved the Sydney siders into a 32nd minute lead with a 
thumping header as he met a right flank cross from Sean Cranney. 

But champion Mori accepted the challenge to level for City six min- 
utes later by clipping the ball home from close range after clever 
Claudio Pelosi had nodded the ball into the heart of the box. 

City’s aggression, allied to some splendid team cohesion, eamed it 


CANBERRA COSMOS 0 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 6 


By Grakam Cooke 


brink after his team crashed to a 6-0 home loss against 
Wollongong Wolves on Friday night - a performance he 
described as the worst from any team of which he has had charge. 

Choosing his words carefully in the post-match press conference, 
Sermanni said: “If this is the best I can do with the team, then it is obvi- 
ously not good enough. I am responsible for the results, and with 
Tesults like this I must be doing something wrong, 

“I need to go away and consider my position and I will do this over 
the next few days,” 

It was certainly a disgraceful performance by the club from the 
national capital. It went beyond simple capitulation to a negation of 
professional responsibility by at least half the members of the side, In 
the last quarter of the game the Cosmos ceased to be a football team. 
They became a rabble, 

Wollongong, on the other hand, are experiencing the glory days. 

The Wolves already hold the best defensive record of any team in a 
season. 


C osmos coach Tom Sermanni made i clear he is nearing the 


PARRAMATTA POWER 
SYDNEY UNITED 


By John Economos 


Parramatta Stadium surged forward with a spasmodically 

electrifying display before running out 4-0 winners over a 

much younger and inexpereinced Sydney United to keep their flick- 
ering hopes alive of climbing into the Top Six come May 7th. 

Spearheading the Power’s back-to-form performance was their 18- 
yeat-old right wingback Ahmad Elrich plus mobile midfield playmaker 
Walter Ardone. 

The pacey and brilliant Elrich, made and scored a goal, whilst 
Ardone scored a brace and stretched United’s lines with his visionary 
switch play. - 

By the end of the first session the Power had burst into a 3-0 lead 
before United tried to make a fight of it in the second half, but it was all 
to no avail. 

Bullocking striker Jon Angelucci drew first blood for the Power as 
early as in the fifth minute when he calmly slotted into the target from 
the back post, A long clearing ball by the Power's freeback Richard 
Plesa found stylish striker Mile Sterjovski on the left as he twisted on 
the byline to fire in a shot. The shot was partially blocked by United’s 
keeper Brett Hughes and following a scramble inside the box midfield- 
er Ardone unselfishly squared a short ball to his right for Angelucci to 
finish off. 

The Power surged ahead in the 27th minute when Ardone took, and 
scored, from a lovely but deceiving floating free kick he sailed across 
from the left flank. 

With a minute left before ‘drinks’, Ardone scored his second and tre- 
bled the scoreline. This time however it was 18-year-old Elrich who 
ducked and weaved his way past two defenders before sending over a 


Tene PARRAMATTA POWER last Friday night at the 


the bulk of the first half play, but the eager home fans had to wait until 
a minute from the interval before Mori converted his side’s superiority 
onto te scoreboard. 

And it was a goal to behold as 
the predator won the ball from 
matt Langdon near the main 
grandstand touchline before 
charging goalwards and unleash- 
ing an unstoppable left foot 
swerver. 

A Langdon free kick right on 
the stroke of half time found the 
perfectly placed Nicola Berti, but 
the former Italian World Cup 
star headed over the crossbar. 

Force captain, Alex Tobin, 3 RB 
back in action after recovering [4 Satis 
from injury, spooned a scoring ~Qamlan Mori: Four goal haul, 
attempt over the Spirit goal five 
minutes after the restart with goalkeeper Paul Henderson stranded. 

‘The far from fit, Berti, was benched 13 minutes into the second half 
to be replaced by former English professional Ian Crook, who was 
booked two minutes after his introduction for a foul on Mori. 

Spirit coach Graham Arnold sent Crook into defence to release 
Matthew Bingley into an attacking midfield role to support the penetra- 


After this game they need just two more goals to claim the best scor- 
ing total as well. 

And while the strikers have been grabbing the headlines this time 
round, the defence has also been doing its job in recent games. No won- 
der coach Nick Theodorakopoulos has a smile on his face as he pre- 
pares for the finals campaign. 

Amazingly the Cosmos had slightly the better of the opening 30 min- 
utes, winning more comers and playing a good deal of the match in the 
visitors’ half. Two appalling defensive blunders were to change all that. 

The first came in the 32nd minute when Cosmos goalkeeper Grant 
Barlow let a friendly cross from Saso Petrovski slip though his fingers 
at the near post. 

The ball bounced across the face of the empty goal to Scott 
Chipperfield who flicked it into the net with the most delicate of head- 
ers, 

Wolves’ second, at the psychologically damaging period in the lead- 
up to half time, was the result of their own defence clearing a comer. 
The ball ran upfield to Chipperfield; sweeper Robbie Hooker’s tackle 
was indecisive and the Wolves striker held on to possession to slam a 
well-directed shot past Barlow. 

If Chipperfield was contemplating taking over from Stuart Young as 
the Wolves’ leading scorer, he had to shelve those hopes in the second 
half, 

Young went on a goalscoring spree, grabbing his side’s third from a 
Chipperfield long ball which had Barlow frozen in two minds, The 


perfect cross for Ardone to first-time stab into the target. 

Three minutes were left on the clock before the Power nailed in their 
fourth and final goal scored and richly deserved by ‘Man Of The 
Match’, teenager Elrich. 

The Power’s 75th minute substitute Kimon Taliadoros, out of NSL 
action for almost two years, burst into the clear on the left flank. 
Veering infield towards the target, Taliadoros deceptively but most 
unselfishly, squared a long flat ball to the back post on the right, allow- 
ing a free and jubilant Elrich to blast into the target his first senior goal 
in the National League. 

Almost right on fulltime the Power’s veteran midfielder Berry was 
unfortunate as his short drive came back off the base of the upright. 

The Power’s lanky goalie Andrew Crews made his long awaited 
comeback from a shoul- 
der injury, but in reality 
was rarely ‘called into 
duty’. 

‘The Power's midfield 
quartet of Elrich, Berry, 
Milan Blagojevic and 
Ardone had too much 
experience, pace and 
enterprise for their 


younger opponents. 

United’s striker Ante 
Deur came close to 
scoring when his drive 
in the 32nd minute 
skewed off Berry’s out- 
stretched boot, whilst 
Blagojevic’s 25-metre 
screamer six minutes 
into the second half was 
well smothered by United’s goalie Brett Hughes who was playing his 
200th match in the NSL. 


Walter Ardone: Great Performance. 


tive efforts of central midfielder, Robbie Slater. 

New City Italian import Gianluca Lagati ended his home debut to 
rapturous applause in the 65th minute as Zoran Matic called on young 
Michael Cartwright. 

Attention soon swung back to Mori, who accepted a nod down from 
Pelosi to trackle home his second hat-trick of the season, both netted 
against Northern Spirit. 

But, like the steak knives, there was more to come in stoppage time 
as City substitute Louis Brain clipped a neat pass for Mori to write 
another chapter in Adelaide City’s history book. 

A spirited final spurt from the visitor produced the best goal of the 
contest as a cushioned header by Slater was volleyed into the roof of 
the net by the sweet left foot of Scan Cranney. 

“They were playing for everything, while we had nothing to play 
for,” was Spirit coach Amold’s post match comment. 

But, good natured Amold said he was certain Mori would like to 
play against his team every week. 

Meanwhile, Matic, likened his side’s task of participating at the busi- 
ness end of the season to, “Being tied to a railway line with a big train 
coming at you.” 

Arold gave his blessing to City as a possible finals prospect, Iaud- 
ing its “mixture of good experienced players and good young kids. 

Mori, Pelosi, Tobin, Veart and Aurelio Vidmar were certainly the 
pick of the elder statesmen, while youthful veteran, Angelo Costanzo 
flew the banner high for City’s superbly rated apprentices, 


fourth saw the end of the Cosmos goalkeeper - Barlow brought down 
Chipperfield in the penalty area and referee Craig Zeiter handed out the 
maximum sanction of sending Barlow off and awarding a spot kick, 
from which Young scored. 

He went on to net two more strikes in the last 10 minutes - it could 
easily have been more 
against an opponent which 
had lost the will and desire to 
even go through the motions. 

Tt was a case of total, embar- 
rassing surrender. 

Theorakopoulos said the 
Cosmos had given him some 
worrying moments early on. 
“But when we got in front, 
we very quickly took} 
charge,” he said, ie 

“I am happy we won - 
winning by such a margin is : 
a bonus.” z 

Sermanni said he had spent Stuart Young: Four goal hero. 
the season defending his team against critics who claimed it lacked the 
character to be successful. 

“Afier tonight, I am afraid I cannot dispute that any more,” he said. 


Far too much was always expected from United’s star and mobile 
goalscorer Tommy Pondeljak, who repeatedly was starved of any quali- 
ty ball service, not to mention support from some of his few experi- 
enced players around him. 

The Power played as a well oiled unit with some delightful criss= 
cross play, but allowed themselves to lapse into a flat dream for,a long 
period in the first half. Outstanding performers for the victors were 
Elrich who made, and scored, a goal plus fired in some quality crosses 
from his right flank, as well as ball-playing midfielder Ardone who 
nailed in a brilliant brace of goals plus industrious and experienced 
midfielder Berry. 

For United it was another sad story but young central marker Terry 
Palapanis and striker Ante Deur never shirked the task ahead of them. 

An understandably hapless United coach Ivan Petkovic, later con- 
fessed: “This was a tough game for us like every other game and it was 
hard for us to do something special as the Power had too much experi- 
ence and is a good team. 

“Our boys are largely inexperienced and we do lack quality players. 
We committed so many mistakes, especially in the first two goals we 
conceded. 

- “We still tried to get back into the game in the second half where we 
played better football, but we just failed to score. For us the season is 
Teally finished and now we want to buy three or four quality players, 
possibly three, from overseas,” ended the brave Petkovic. 

Meanwhile the always calm and quiet Power coach David Mitchell, 
reflected: “The first five or 10 minutes they (United) played very well 
and in fact could have scored but then dropped off a little. I thought 
Elrich (Ahmad) was outstanding and it was rewarding that he scored 
the fourth goal as he made the second. We have Burns (Jacob) and 
Laybutt (Steve) to come back into the side which is good. As far as 
Barrett (David) he was sacrificed as he was going to start if Byrnes 
(Mark) couldn’t make it through to play. 

“We still have the task ahead of us and we have not given up at all to 
make the Top Six,” Mitchell assured ABSW. 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 


By Glenn Davis 


form if they are to make the national league playoffs after 
‘coming from behind twice to snatch a thrilling 2-2 draw with 
Sydney Olympic at Suncorp Stadium on Saturday night. 

‘The Strikers must win their remaining four games to make the final 
six, a task many say is impossible but one that is definitely not beyond 
them. 

On their second half performance against Sydney Olympic, the 
Strikers signalled they wouldn’t be giving up the fight until it’s mathe- 
matically impossible. 

The Strikers started the season back in October with four wins and a 
draw from its first five games to lead the competition, a feat they need 
to repeat at the season’s conclusion. 

The draw also impacted greatly on Sydney Olympic, who needed the 


Be Strikers will need to rediscover their early season 


CARLTON 3 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 5 


By Bert van Bedaf 


nm Melbourne’s match of the season, South Melbourne out- 

gunned Carlton 5-3 in an avalanche of goals, thrills and spills 

that will have given Olyroos coach Raul Blanco much to think 
about at Olympic Park last Friday night. 

Present at the match, Blanco could only have been impressed with 
the glowing performances of Carlton’s star talent Simon Colosimo and 
Archie Thompson, while Michael Curcija also displayed glittering 
form. 

Between them, the trio scored five scintillating goals that brought the 
4000-plus crowd to their feet during an action packed second half that 
netted six goals, South Melbourne hit the lead first and came from 
behind twice to finally run out winners. 

Coach Stuart Munro was forced to substitute Lubo Lapsansky (bat- 
tling flu) and Colosimo (fatigued, starting his first game after serious 
injury) in the second half, which cook the wind out of the Carlton force. 
Ange Postecoglou was able to inject fresh power into the South sails by 
substituting David Clarkson, Vaughan Coveny and captain Paul 
Trimboli for John Anastasiadis, Anthony Magnacca and Jim Tsekinis. 

The game was also won and lost by some loose defending on both 
sides, 

“Tt was an open game, which was surprising, but our defending was a 
bit ordinary,” Postecoglou said, 

Stuart was more critical of his faltering backline. “To concede five 
goals at home is disgraceful. We put three goals away, but we conceded 
five. Our defence was uncoordinated. We gave away free headers in the 
box and you can’t allow that to happen. It was pathetic defending,” he 
said, 

After clinging to a glimmer of hope for past weeks, Postecoglou dis- 
pensed with any notions of making the finals. “We won’t be making the 
top six. 

It’s been a tough season, but we'll try and win every game we play 
and finish the season on a positive note,” he said, 

Munro’s objectives are focused on staying in a tight top six and pos- 
sibly claiming second spot. 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
AUCKLAND KINGZ 


he Melbourne Knights thumped a disappointing Auckland 

Kingz 4-0 at Sunshine last Sunday, with Adrian Cervinski 

striking twice before being substituted with £5 minutes 
remaining. 

It was the Knights biggest win of the season, but by no means their 
finest performance. 

“It’s our best result, but not our best play,” Knights coach Vlado 
Vanis said. 

“Tt was hard to lift the boys after two big losses (4-0 to Wollongong 
and 3-0 to Northern Spirit), but today we put away every chance we got 
and maybe we could have had a couple more (goals),” Vanis said. 

Kingz spokesman, Shane Rufer, the brother of player-coach Wynton 
Rufer, said he believed it was the team’s worst performance. 

“We lacked consistency and at half time we could have replaced the 
whole team,” Rufer said. 

He said he had expected a bigger effort, “Especially with the possi- 
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three points to keep in the chase for a top two finish behind leaders 
Wollongong Wolves and Perth Glory. 


Sydney Olympic, who went into the match not having won for five ° 


matches, are starting to earn a reputation of being chokers after taking a 
2-1 lead in at halftime. 

Sydney Olympic took almost half an hour before striker Zlatko 
Arambasic gave the visitors a 1-0 lead, glancing a header past keeper 
Clint Bolton following a cross deep on the right from George 
Goutzioulis. 

However, Olympic’s lead was short-lived with Strikers midfielder 
Peter Grierson driving home a powerful header from the 18-metre line 
into the top left-hand comer of the net. ’ 

Sydney Olympic, who have been plagued by numerous injuries in 
recent weeks, hit back inside a minute to take a 2-1 lead into the break. 

Again, it was the Goutzioulis-Arambasic combination, which was 
tearing the Strikers’ defence apart that gave Arambasic his second goal 
from inside the box. 

The halftime scoreline was a fair indication of the game as Sydney 
Olympic looked a metre faster than the homeside who struggled to 
come to terms with Olympic’s probing runs from midfield. 


“Tm only interested in winning the next game and see how we're 
placed at the end of the season. All (top six) teams have a sniff for the 
top two. 

We won’t be taking the foot off the pedal,” Munro said. 

South forced the breakthrough in a lively opening 15 minutes with an 
opportunistic goal by Vaughan Coveny in the 12th minute. 

But not before Carlton had missed a few chances that would have put 
it in front in the first few minutes. 

Colosimo, in the starting 11 playing wide on the left, curled a clever 
cross behind the South defence, where Thompson and Andrew Packer, 
in the centre for the suspended captain Andrew Marth, both failed to 
connect from close range. 


Simon Colosimo: Superb comeback, 


Lubo Lapsansky’s swerving free kick three minutes later just fell 
wide of the left post and Packer miss-kicked inside the box in the eighth 
minute. 

South’s first attack nearly hit the mark, when Michael Curcija robbed 
tall defender David McPherson of the ball but aimed centimetres wide 
of the left apex. 

But South struck with its second assault. Goran Lozanovski crossed 
the ball from the right and Steve Panopoulos swung it goal-bound 
inside the box. Carlton ‘keeper Dean Anastastadis palmed it, leaving 
the advancing Coveny a simple tap-in. 

Carlton mounted a series of counters with Packer, John Markovski 


bility of getting a little closer to the top bracket. There are 23 players at 
the club and four have a contract for next year. The (other) players are 
playing for their future,” he said, 

Dragi Nastevski first hit the post for the Knights after six minutes 
from an Ante Kovacevic cross before providing the vital cross to force 
the breakthrough 20 minutes later. 

New Zealand international Paul Urlovic quickly was at the end of it 
inside the box, where Kingz ‘keeper Daniel Duke managed to block the 
shot, 

But Urlovic followed through, blasting the opening goal high into the 
net on the rebound. 

But referee Con Diomis immediately issued him a yellow card for 
pulling his shirt over his head in an over-abundant celebration after 
scoring his first goal this season. 

The Kingz tried to push forward and forced Knights ‘keeper Lou 
Acevski into a couple of saves, but in a tame first half the Knights went 
into the break a goal in front. 

The Knights went further ahead in the 53rd minute after an awful 
bungle in the Kingz defence. Harry Ngata and David Moya ran into 
each other as the Knights played the ball forward. It bounced into open 
territory, where Cervinski pounced on it and beat Duke with a con- 
trolled lob. 
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Grierson, who has been one of the Strikers’ best players all season, 
had a torrid time marking Sydney Olympic’s latest recruit: Kresimir 
Marusic. 

Marusic, a former National League player of the year, was playing in 
only his second game for the Sydneysiders after abruptly ending an 
unhappy stint in the Belgian first division. 

The Strikers suffered a major blow before the match, losing 198 
game veteran, Glenn Gwynne with a groin injury and his absence was 
sorely missed. 

However, the Strikers, sensing their season could be over during the 

break, came out breathing fire and were rewarded with a 58th minute 
equaliser from midfielder Chay Hews. 
._ Hews, who peppered Sydney keeper John Perosh with several long- 
Tange attempts in the first period, finally found his mark with a 35- 
metre low drive next to the upright which beat Perosh’s outstretched 
hand. 

The final 20 minutes of the match sce-sawed with both sides narrow- 
ly missing chances to snatch victory but none was closer than Hews 
who smacked a 25-metre shot onto the crossbar with only six minutes 
remaining. < 


and MacPherson at the sharp end of the chances. 

Jones twice prevented a quick equaliser, blocking Markovski on the 
turn and Packer on the rebound in the 29th minute from a Colosimo 
throw-in. 

McPherson got a head to a Lapsansky cross in the 35th minute, but 
Carlton left it till a minute before the interval to net the equaliser. 

Colosimo released another of his well-directed crosses that 
McPherson hit on the turn. Jones got a hand to it, but Thompson was 
quick to pounce and level in an exposed goal. 

The match exploded after the break with three outstanding goals as 
both sides traded blow for blow in a devastating ten-minute spell, fol- 
lowed by another flurry after 60 minutes. Colosimo took on the South 
defence to force Jones into yet another save and a comer in the 47th 
minute. 

Markovski curled the comer into the box, where McPherson headed 
it down, 

Liparoti attempted a clearance, but Colosimo blocked it and struck 
home on the tur to give Carlton the lead. 

But South drew level in the 51st with a classy goal by Curcija. 
Coveny crossed from the left and Curcija controlled the ball with his 
right foot, outplaying Sean Douglas to strike with a left-foot drive on 
the half volley. 

But the leveller was short-lived, when Thompson shot Carlton ahead 
again three minutes later. Markovski robbed Liparoti of the ball on the 
Tight just outside the box and cut it back for Thompson to unleash a 
shot that raced past Jones for 3-2. 

Jones denied Thompson his hat-trick, pushing the striker’s point- 
blank shot wide in the 59th minute. 

The scoring could have stopped there, but Curcija put South back 
into the match in the 71st minute, when left unmarked in the goal area 
and heading home a Lozanovski cross, 

The back-to-back champion showed its pedigree in the 79th minute. 
Steve Iosifidis fired a through-ball from his own half, reaching wing- 
back Fausto DeAmicis on the left, who drove a rocket into the far cor- 
ner past a beaten Anastasiadis for his first goal for South in his four 
seasons at the club. 

Carlton was still reeling from the ferocious counter charges, when 
John Anastasiadis, on for Coveny in the 66th minute, struck a cruel 
fifth South goal past his brother in the 89th minute to sea} a memorable 
victory for the Lakesiders. tye 


Rufer used all of his substi- 
tutions to force a point from the 
contest, taking off Marcus 
Stergiopoulos, David Moya 
and Chris Jackson for Aaron 
Silva, Noah Hickey and Levent 
Osman. 

But. his hopes vanished min- 
utes later. Cervinski again 
struck in the 64th, shrugging 
off Hickey on the right and § 
chipping an advancing Duke 
from an Ante Kovacevic | 
through-ball. 

Knights substitute Anthony 
Pelikan completed the rout, 
shooting home the fourth goal 


after.a one-two in the box and 4 
5 Viado Vanis: “Players are 
eluding Hickey. if 


laying for their future. 
Osman almost earned the paving 


Kingz a consolation goal, but Acevski palmed his shot against the near 
post before it was cleared. 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


MARCONI STALLIONS 
GIPPSLAND FALCONS 


Sunday night 4-1 at the Marconi Stadium, hurdled over Sydney 
Olympic and Carlton into third spot on the League ladder. 

Having surprisingly lost their away-match to the Auckland Kingz the week 
before, Marconi hugely inspired by their mobile and explosive twin strike-force 
in Francis Awaritefe and Sean Babic, recoiled back into devastating form to 
now seriously threaten for a’spot in the Top Two. 

But it was no walk-over for the home team as the Lads from the Latrobe 
Valiey shocked by throwing men forward throughout most of the first session to 
have Marconi surprisingly on the ropes. 

The Gippsland’s midfield quartet of Andy Vargas, Clayton Bell, John 
Hutchinson and Robbie Puca hungrily won the ball in the middle of the pitch to 
repeatedly surge forward. 

So dominant and ruthless were the Falcons that it came as no surprise. at all 
when they drew first blood in the 11th minute. Midfielder Robbie Puca chested 
down a wonderful cross fired in from the right by hard-working striker Brian 
MacNicol, before slamming it into the target. 

Three minutes later Marconi came close to balancing the affairs when central 
midfielder Chad Gibson fired in a free kick from the right into the Falcons’ box, 
but following a wild scramble, lanky striker Francis Awaritefe’s stab at the 
target was well blocked by goalie Bojo Jevdjevic, 

Marconi was again denied another equaliser, and again it was goalie 


Me by crushing an af first defiant Gippsland Falcons last 


PERTH GLORY 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 


By Richard Kreider 


here were jubilant scenes when the final whistle sounded at Perth 
Oval last Sunday after the Newcastle Breakers produced a gallant 
and gutsy performance to defeat league leaders Perth Glory 2-1. 

The defeat, which now puts Glory behind their likely top-two rivals 
Wollongong Wolves, was further soured by the actions of defender Hamilton 
Thorp who threw his team shirt to the ground in disgust as a result of being 
substituted in the first half. 

“It is the worst thing a player can do in front of the very same fans and 
sponsors that pay the players wages,” said Glory coach Bernd Stange. “His 
actions resembled that of his performance...terrible,” said Stange who hinted 
that the ex-Portsmouth and West Adelaide player might never wear a Glory 
shirt again. 

‘The head-to-head tally now stands at six wins and two losses in favour of the 
Newcastle side who under the admirable leadership of Lee Sterrey, seem to 
have Stange stumped as to how to defeat a Breakers side which is playing its 
best football and as a consequence, its best chance to make the playoffs. 

Their previous highest position was eighth last season and in 1992/3. “To 
beat a Perth Glory side away from home was a fantastic feat by our boys,” said 
Sterrey, 

“We set our target on 53 points and we are now only three points adrift of 
that. Our whole goal was to improve on eighth last season and to get into the 
six. We've got a tough run, but the boys are very keen to get those three 
points,” said Sterrey. Stange meanwhile, was humble in defeat and full of 
praise for the Breakers boys. 

“Newcastle had a well organised defence,” he said. “They waited for us to 


Jevdjevic who heroically smothered in a one-on-one situation a chance from 
Marconi’s midfielder Vlado Zoric, 

With two minutes from ‘drinks’ Marconi equalised following another good 
free kick by Gibson into the box which saw giant central marker Mark Babic 
poke home for his first goal in 66 games for Marconi . 

Four minutes after the break it was Jevdjevic that again pulled off some great 
stuff, this time a double save from successive shots from Awaritefe and then 
from a Gibson follow up which the 
Falcons’ goalie tipped over his 
cross-bar, 

A late cross from Awaritefe in 
the 67th minute found substitute 
Brad Maloney who rocked the left 
post with his final blast, 

A Gibson corer from the left in 
the 69th minute, saw the gangling 
frame of Awaritefe out climb the 
Falcon’s defence to power his 
header well into the target to lift 
Marconi into the lead. 

This was the turning point of 
the match for Marconi. as 
confidence and power surged 
throughout the team with 
Awaritefe clapping on the 
pressure with his powerful raids 
and coming back to help his 
midfielders win back possession. 

Awaritefe’s strike-partner, the mobile Sean Babic was now also running hot 
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Francis Awaritefe: Man of the 
match. 


make mistakes and although we played 75 per cent of the game in their half, 
they proved most effective on the counter-attack. We also made the biggest 
mistake in soccer of playing the game through the middle.” 

Two of Newcastle’s senior heads, striker Andy Harper and goalkeeper 
Bobby Catlin, appeared to be have found a new lease of life, after having played 
superbly in their respective on-field roles. 

Harper was greatly involved in both Breakers goals, the first in the 20th 
minute came after side-stepping a challenge from Thorp on the half-way line, 
he tore down the left flank like a startled gazelle before releasing the prefect 
bye-line cross to team-mate John Buonavoglia, whose downward header was 
too strong for Jason Petkovic. 

With the crowd stunned into silence, Buonavoglia was given an opportunity 
to strike again just five minutes later but Petkovic was perfectly placed to block 
the talented strikers rocket from the front of the box. 

ina rare raid on goal, midfielder Edgar Junior came close in the 37th minute 
when he directed his shot into the side netting. A minute into first-half 
stoppage time, Aurelio Schwertz was put goal bound by Kasey Wehrman, but 
his fierce strike was superbly saved by Catlin. 

‘The Perth side lost a considerable amount of midfield bite for the second half 
when Troy Halpin limped off with a knee injury that is likely to sideline him, 
along with the suspended Jamie Hanwell, from next week’s crucial clash at 
Marconi. 

Glory dominated play for long periods of the second half, but the piercing 
runs from substitutes Bobby Despotovski and Ivan Ergic could not reap reward 
against a Newcastle side that was clearly told to play every man behind the ball 
- until they gained possession, 

Apart from Catlin, captain Shane Pryce, Andy Roberts and Todd McManus 
were all in great touch in the back-line for the New South Wales club, The 
Perth side managed to draw level in the 68th minute from a Scott Miller corner 
that first fell to Gareth Naven. 

The skipper’s close-range shot was only parried by Catlin, enabling 


and it was no surprise that in the 83rd minute he was rewarded by scoring 
Marconi’s third goal when he steered a Danny Invicibile free kick into the 
target with his head. 

Substitute Kris Trajanovski finalised events in the scoring department for the 


~ night when three minutes from the bell Sean Babic’s drive at the target heavily 


walloped a Gippsland defender in the back side. The ball fell back to a grateful 
Trajanovski who promptly slammed it into the net for goal number four. 

Outstanding for Marconi were the almost 36-year-old Awaritefe, Sean Babic, 
right wingback Danny Invincibile and Chad Gibson, whilst for the Falcons 
goalie Jevdjevic blocked at least three more goals with Dean Fak, Bell, 
Hutchinson and MacNicol battling hard. 

After the match a very disappointed and serious Gippsland coach Jeff 
Hopkins, stated: “Our goalkeeper (Jevdjevic) did later make some good saves to 
try to make up for the first goal, Everytime Marconi had set pieces they looked 
dangerous even though we knew it was going to be a very hard game, especially 
with Awaritefe who just keeps coming, 

“In the second half they (Marconi) got on top and once their goals started 
going in, our confidence went, and without our injured sweeper (Durakovic) we 
fell apart. We've not the depth in our squad to cover,” lamented Hopkins. 

Marconi’s always cool coach Eddie Krncevic, evaluated: “They (Gippsland) 
were on top of us in the first half as their midfield outplayed us in the first 
session as we gave them far too much space and time on the ball. Any player 
with time on the ball looks good. 

“They (Gippsland) have a wonderful fighting spirit but we lifted a gear in the 
second half (after a non friendly chat at half time) and I was very pleased. 
Credit to the Gippsland.” 

Kmcevie ended by ststing: “Francis: (Awaritefe) was disappointed in being 
taken off so close to his birthday (Tuesday 18th April), but I wanted to rest him. 
‘Traja (Kris Trajanovski) is a real pro and a pleasure to have in any team.” 


Schwertz to swoop atid squeeze the Joose ball into the far side of the net from 
the tightest of angles. That was Catlin's one and only blemish, as the seasoned 
custodian played out of his skin in order to prevent any further breakthrough. A 
minute after Glory’s equaliser, the visitors regained the lead through Harper 
who started the move by sending Buonavoglia away on a left-wing run. 

The veteran then galloped into the 
Glory box to collect the retum pass 
before slipping the ball underneath 
the Glory goalie and into the net. 
Substitute Greg Owens had the final 
goal strikes for the match, the first in 
the 80th minute from a Buonavoglia 
centre was driven wide of the far 
upright and a long-range effort that 
curled onto a post a minute into 
injury time. i 

The defeat could very weil prove 
to be costly for Glory who now have 
three tough games, against strong 
finals candidates Marconi, Sydney 
Olympic and Wollongong. After 
Sunday’s showing, the Breakers could 
very well be the surprise finals 
package of the season, 

“We have got the ingredients of what a good football side should be and 
that’s passion, pride and character,” said Sterrey, 

“You can have all the super-star status you like, but if you don’t have the 
character then you are not going to go too far. Perth has certainly got a hell of a 
lot of the ingredients to win the championship, they are still my tip to win,” he 
closed without actually saying character was one of thosé ‘ingredients’, since 
that component appeared at times to be found wanting. 


Andy Harper: Star effort. 


ABSW PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


Adelaide v Northern Spirit 
-D. Mori (AC) 
2-C. Pelosi (AC) 
1-R. Slater (NS) 


3-S. Chipperfield 
2-S. Young 
1-D. Cervinski 


~ Parramatta v Sydney United 
3-A. Elrich (PP) 
2-W. Ardone (PP) 
1-8. Berry (PP) 


3-S..Colosimo 
2-A. Thompson 
1-M. Curcija 


> Brisbane v Olympic 
. 3-2. Arambasic 

-B. Emerton 

-C. Hews. 


(SO) 
(SO) 
(BS) 


3-A, Harper 
2-B, Caitlin 
1-J. Buonavoglia 


Knights v Kingz 
3-C. Bunce 

2-A. Cervinski 
1-H. Ngata 


(AK) 
(Mk) 
(AK) 


3-F. Awaritefe 
2-B. Jevdjevic 
1-S. Babic 


Canberra v Wollongong 


Carlton v South Melbourne 


Perth v Newcastle 


a) 
(ww) 
(ww) 


(c) 
(C) 
(SM) 


(NB) 
(NB) 
(NB) 


Marconl v Gippsland Falcons 


(MS) 
(GF) 
(MSs) 


POINTS WILL BE 
_ HIDDEN FOR THE 
REMAINDER OF THE 


SEASON. 


THE WINNER WILL BE 
ANNOUNCED AT SEASON'S 


TURN TO PAGE 32 FOR MATCH STATISTICS 
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** ROUND ELEVEN WRAP «* 


By Bert van Bedat 


he battle of the big guns 

concluded the first half of the 

season, with the 
psychological pendulum swinging 
Green Gully’s way. 

There's no. escaping the fact that 
there's no greater gunfight in the VPL. 
than the one between Gary Cole and 
Jan Dobson, the two most successful 
coaches in the league, with trophies 
both at Altona Magic - and at Bulleen 
and Green Gully respectively. 

And central to this enthralling 
spectacle between these two giants 
stands Malissa Fischer-Massa, a club 
president who forges success 
wherever she goes (see feature on 
page 6). 


By beating the Greens 1-0, the 
Cavaliers, under Dobson, have opened 
an cight-point lead over their nearest 
tival, coached by, Cole, setting up the 
greatest posse trail since Hollywood 
invented the Western. Substitute 
Brendon Vassallo struck the winner in 
the second half, 

At the bottom, Heidelberg United is 
reliving their relegation nightmare of 
two seasons ago. Second-bottom 
Fawkner are also seliving the Blues. 

Their remarkable Houdini acts, 
season after season, look dangerously 
like coming to an end, 

They are locked in a relegation 
dog-fight with the fast sinking Sharks, 
where player-coach Peter Tsolakis is 
coming under increasing pressure, and 
possibly the Melbourne Raiders, while 
the Bulleen Zebras are Mulling over 


their future chances. 

In the middie are Oakleigh and 
Preston. The Saints look solid under 
Mike Petersen, a likely candidate to 
take over from Ange Postecoglow at 
South Melbourne, should the South 
coach take over Australia’s youth 
teams from Les Scheinflug at the end 
of the NSL season. 

Altona Magic keeps plugging away 
in fourth pince, just below Altona 
Bast, who are the surprise of the first 
half under Peter Ollerton, another 
VPL winner with Preston. The 
Phoenix consolidated third place at the 
halfway mark with a 4-3 win over Port 
Melbourne. 

Allin all, it sets up an exciting 
return round to the season. 


ZEBRAS LET 
WIN SLIP 


By Rocco Dizio 


he Bulleen Zebras let victory 

i slip from their grasp, allowing 

Oakleigh a late goal to draw 1- 

1 at the Veneto Social Club ground 
last Sunday. 

After an uneventful first half, the 
first chance fell to Bulleen striker 
Danny Gnjidic in the 51st minute after 
a good build-up by Sava Rusmir. 

Rusmir’s shot was parried by 
Oakleigh ‘keeper Nick Flaounas, but 
reached an unmarked Gnjidic whose 
shot cannoned off an Oakleigh 
defender. 

Bulleen’s Berkan Sakaci entered the 
fray in the 57th minute with a shot at 
the far post from a Dean Tartaglia cross 
that narrowly missed the top of the 
crossbar and upright. 


Oakleigh responded in the 66th 
minute with a good attempt by Juan 
Sastre, who avoided a Bulleen defender 
and hit a low shot that Bulleen ‘keeper 
Janie Cooper saved. 

The Zebras hit the front in the 74th 
minute. Substitute Frank Catalano, on 
for Jimmy Latinopoulos six minutes 
earlier, floated a free-kick inside. the 
box. 

The ball was only half-cleared and 
Rusmir had a shot at goal that misfired, 
But Sakaci managed to put his head to 
the bouncing ball and strike the net off 
the crossbar. 

Bulleen coach Joe Mullen replaced 
Sakaci, a right midfielder, with Nathan 
Thomas, a right full back, in the.79th 
minute, to consolidate a win, but 
Oakleigh levelled with two minutes 
remaining. 


LEAGUE LADDER 


Fawkner Blues ....1 Preston Lions.........1 


Altona East .. 


Bentleigh Greens ..0 Green Gully Cavaliers .1 
Bulleen Zebras....1 Oakleigh Cannons... 


Leading Goalscorers 


Name Team 
Alfonso Opazo 


Saso Markovski Bentleigh Greens 


14 


«+4 Port Melbourne Sharks 3 


Heidelberg United 


Bentleigh Greens 
Altona East Phoenix 
Altona Magic 

1 | St Albans Saints 
Preston Lions 
Oakleigh Cannons 
Bulleen Zebras 
Melbourne Raiders 


Fawkner Blues 
|| Heidelberg United 


PW 
Green Gully Cavaliers 11 9 
Il 6 
LIS 
10* 4 
10* 4 
li 3 
iI 3) 
10* 3 
10* 2 
Port Melbourne Sharks 11 3 
iil et 
iy 


A Thomas throw-in reached Gnijidic, 
who was marked by two Oakleigh 
players and robbed of the ball. Player- 
coach Ike Alagiozidis latched onto the 
through-pass and chipped the equaliser 
over an advancing Cooper to earn his 
team a point. 

Referee Robert Josifovski red-carded 
Oakleigh’s Mariano Calomino for a 


shirt tug on Catalano at the corner flag 
with a minute left. 
Bulleen: Cooper, Damiano, 


Tartaglia, Della Rocca, Mazzini, 
Latinopoulos (Catalano), Sakaci 
(Thomas), Rusmir, Guglielmi, 
Caimakamis, Gnjidic. 

Oakleigh: Flaounas, Rosman, 
Tsiakos, Calomino, Harbis, 
Alagiozidis, Daoulas, Wallace 
(Georgakopoulos), Pino, Strapelias 
(Aretis), Sastre (Sevastiadis). 


Dimce Panev 


Son 


Ike Alagiozidis 


Nick Tsaltas 


10 il 11 
18 23 11 
10 16 10 


He RUnbhEWDALWNE TD 
YUDVUARY DP WYER 


Sash Becvinovski 


BLUES PIPPED 
AT THE POST 


by George Koukerls 


reston extracted a valuable point at 
Pi with an injury time goal to 

draw 1-1 at Smith Reserve last 
Sunday. 

Experienced midfielders Joe Biskic and Ivan 
Duzel as well as Guiseppe Luci launched a 
string of attacks to put Preston ‘keeper George 
Tsianakas under pressure. 

In the 31st minute, Robert Stojcevski 
crossed inside the box for Peter Psarros to head 
home strongly, but Tsianakas prevented 
Fawkner from taking the lead before the break 
with an acrobatic save. 

Both teams battled for possession in the 
second half and the pressure told, when in the 
70th minute Sasa Ognenoyski head an own 
goal to give Fawkner the lead. 

Ognenovski tried to clear over a pack of 
players, but unfortunately found his own net 
with what was meant to be a clearance header. 

The misfortune fired the Lions up as they 


pushed forward at every opportunity. Joe 
Kozic, Sasho Slaveski, Dimce Panev and John 
Sapazovski worked the ball within centimetres 
of goal but failed to find the net. 

But Preston’s last-gasp attempt three 
minutes into injury time brought a long-awaited 
goal. 

A late charge by Biskic on Michael Bosevski 
eared the ageless warrior a’ substitution and 
Bosevski a free-kick just outside the penalty 
box. 

Bosevski drilled the ball straight into the 
body of Fawkner ‘keeper Maurice Gonzalez, 
who slipped and spilled the ball. It went 
straight to Sapazovski who fired the equaliser 
home on the rebound, 

Preston: Tsianakas, Ognenovski, Bosevski, 
Everetts, Sterjovski (Malina), Petkovski (P. 
Stojcevski), Sapazovski, Panev, Kozic, 
Slaveski. 

Fawkner: Gonzalez, Tramontana, R. 
Stojcevski, Grimaud, Schipano, De 

Santis (Vazzocchi), Bordignon, Biskic 
(Panebianco), Psarros, Duzel, Luci (Murphy). 


GULLY SETS STANDARD 


By David Davutovic 


ten-man Green Gully confirmed its 

status as the team to beat with a 

lender 1-0 victory over Bentleigh 
Greens at Kingston Heath last Sunday. 

The Cavaliers displayed their depth when 
coach Jan Dobson sprung a surprise selection 
leaving Zdravko Atanasovski and Brandon 
Vassallo on the bench. 

The first half was deadlocked at 0-0 with 
neither side giving an inch, but the match took 
a twist in the 59th minute when Gully’s burley 
defender Zoran Markovski received his 
marching orders for a second bookable offence. 

The introduction of Vassallo in the 80th 
minute proyed to be decisive with the attacking 
midfielder scoring only minutes after coming 


Green Gully Cavaliers 5 
Preston Lions 5 
Oakleigh Cannons 4 
Port Melbourne Sharks 4 

Round 12 
Monday, 24 April 2000 
(Easter Monday). 


St Albans Saints v Altona Magic 


Heidelberg United v Oakleigh Cannons 


Bentleigh Greens v Port Melbourne Sharks 
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on, His goal resulted after Bentleigh failed to 
clear from a goalmouth scramble. The ball fell 
to Vassallo who beat Bentleigh ‘keeper Glenn 
Clarke with first-time strike. 

Gully almost doubled its lead two minutes 
later when Nick Papadopoulos only had the 
Keeper to beat, though he was too slow to rid 
himself of the ball. 

Tn the end it was Bentleigh who nearly 
snatched a vital point when Saso Markovski 
blasted a left-foot shot over the crossbar. 

Bentleigh Greens: Clarke, Karapatsos, 
Micheil, McDonagh, Constantinou, Drakos, 
Breslin (Gavazzi, S.Markovski; Mladenovic; 
Hastie (Rossios), Kotsovolos (Kalimeris). 

Green Gully: Robert, " Douglas, 
ZMarkovski, Spiteri, Sevin, Suric, Georgiadis, 
Velkovsi (Atanasovski), Papadopoulos 
(Marinos) Neceski (Vassallo). 


Bulleen Zebras v Green Gully Cavaliers 


Altona East Pgoenix v Fawkner Blues 


_ MORE 
VICTORIAN 
PREMIER 


LEAGUE NEW. 
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NSW Soccer Federation 


P.O. Box 6024 Blacktown Business Centre, NSW. 2148. Telephone: 9629-1800 @ Fax: 9629-3770 


— ROUND 15 — 


BONNYRIGG STAY TOP 
AFTER DOWNING TIGERS 


Leichhardt Tigers 1 

Bonnyrigg WE 3 
onnyrigg remain at the top of the 
Super League table after a convincing 
3-1 away win over Leichhardt, 


The White Eagles dominated the game, 
which became heated at times, sounding an 
ominous warning to other clubs with title aspi- 
rations. 

The game began openly with both sides 
searching for an early goal but after the 10 
minute mark the Bonnyrigg team, involving 
four or five players, was outstanding. 

Robert Gomez, continuing his good form, 
‘was a major menace to the Tigers with his dart- 
ing runs and crosses. 

He was well supported by Javier Mancino, 
Ben Green and David Reid who left the Tigers 
struggling to get out of their half. 

Bonnyrigg’s goal scoring duo of Colin Luff 
and Johnny Ghisso were seeing plenty of the 
ball but, thanks to some dogged Tigers defend- 
ing, it took them until the 36th minute to score. 

Luff weaved past four Tigers before chip- 
ping the ball to Ghisso in the box. The two 
strikers then traded passes before Ghisso sent a 
low shot into the right comer. 

Unlike Bonnyrigg, who could have scored a 
couple more, the Tigers had very few opportu- 
nities in the first half. Leichhardt front men 
Steve Karavatakis and Joe Bruni were both 
well held by Tayfun Devrimol and Bobby 
Dragas. 

Leichhardt were more competitive in the 
early stages of the second half but couldn’t 
seriously threaten White Eagles keeper Sasha 
Bozic. On the hour they found themselves two 
goals down when Luff managed to score after a 
goal mouth scramble. Stewart van Bentum 


Woe 
Central Coast Coasties 14 9 2 3 
Blacktown CltyDemons 14 8 4 2 
Penrith Panthers 138 1 4 
Leichhardt Tigers 135) tm eee 
Parramatta Eagles 156 4 5 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 14 6 2 6& 
St George Saints 45 465 
Macarthur Rams (AER 
Canterbury Marrickvile i 5 2 8 
Sutherland Sharks 184 5 6 
Fairfield Bulls 1443 7 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 43 5 6 
Eastern Suburbs 463 5-6 
Bankstown City Lions 53 4 8 


added a third in the 73rd minute with a power- 
ful drive, after a good cross from substitute 
Sasha Utjesenovic, 

To Leichhardt’s credit they never gave up 
and pulled a goal back in the 78th minute. 
Steve Karavatakis picked up his 13th goal for 
the season after some good lead up work by 
Andrew Dowling. 

Leichhardt were comprehensively outplayed 
for much of the game and were repeatedly 
reminded of this by a smail group of jeering 
Bonnyrigg supporters. A couple of frustrated 
Tigers players responded to their taunts as the 
game became out of their reach. 

Referee Boyd McGregor was kept busy in 
the closing stages of the game as tempers 
frayed. Bonnyrigg’s David Reid and 
Leichhardt’s Chris Lansdown were both issued 
yellow cards after a violent clash left 
Lansdown with a bloody mouth. 

It was Bonnyrigg’s second consecutive win 
over top five opposition, accounting for St 
George last week, a fact not lost on coach John 
Turner. 

“We're just playing really well at the 
moment. With Luff and Ghisso we're never 
going to have a problem scoring goals and the 
defence is getting stronger all the time. When 
we're at our best J just don’t think any other 
side in this league can touch us.” 


TOP SCORERS 


PLAYER 

M. Hagger 

J. Ghisso 

S. Karavatakis 
A, Anderson 
J. Aschner 

C. Luff 

J. Bruni 

J. Bakis 


CLUB 
Blacktown. 
Bonnyrigg 
Leichhardt 
Parramatia 
Easts Subs 
Bonnyrigg 
Leichhardt 
St George 


We 
10 0 4 40 
Sees as 
ie eee ee 
er Sas? aay 
6 ues 2 ae. 
6 Sens 2s 
Fc Oa i Bos) 
Pe ne Megs 
6588, 23 
BTS Br 
3 5 6 

Ue wees 

24 8 

St Ae 


A Pts P 
15 29 Parramatta Eagles 

18 28 Blacktown City Demons 
21 25 Fairfield Bulls 

18 23 Leichhardt Tigers 

17 2 Macarthur Rams: 

26 20 Penrith Panthers 

2 19 Central Coast Coastles 

25 19 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
33 «417 Bankstown City Lions 

31 «17 Sutherland Sharks 

26 15 Eastem Suburbs 

24 14 St George Saints 

28 14 Manly Warringah Dolphins 
34 13 Canterbury Marrickville 
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Grade U138 


ROUND 15 WRAP 


fter a Central Coast offi- 

cial complained last 

week that they needed 
someone who scored goals to 
arrest the team’s slide from 
finals contention, up stepped 
Nathan Byrn who bagged four 
goals in the Coasties 5-1 win 
over Eastern Suburbs 
‘Wanderers at Pinim Park. 

In a highly entertaining game, 
in which both sides were on the 
attack for most of the 90 minutes, 
the teams were level at 1-1 until 
Byrn scored his second in the 
62nd minute, followed up by one 
from youngster Cal Roper, and 
two more from Bym before call- 
ing it a day. 

Canterbury Marrickville took 
an early lead at Andrews Road 
Field with Jimmy Nikas scoring 
in the third minute, but Penrith 
Panthers came back and finally 
had the win that has eluded them 
so far this season. 

The loss doesn’t help 
Canterbury’s chances of making 
the finals, putting them three 
points outside the top Five with 
‘one more game played than most 
of their rivals, 

Another team which hasn't 
performed to expectations in the 
jump-up to Super League in 
Manly Warringah had a surprise 
draw against perennial champi- 
onship contenders, Parramatta 
Eagles, at Cromer Park, In a 
game of two scoring halves, the 
Eagles looked set for a comfort- 
able victory after being 0-2 up at 
half-time through two goals in 
two minutes from Adam 
Anderson and Anthony Mittiga 
when David Kuhn struck back for 
the Dolphins in the last few min- 
utes of the game. 

Blacktown’s defenders were 
working overtime in the first-half 
against the lone target man for 
Bankstown City, George Issa, as 
Bankstown’s midfield continually 
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fed the speedy forward. However, 
it was Super League’s top scorer, 
Blacktown's Mark Hagger, who 
opened the scoring with a curling 
left-foot shot from the edge of the 
penalty-box in the 21st minute. 

Bankstown threw everything 
at the visitors in search of a sec- 
ond-hal equaliser but were unable 
to penetrate the strong defensive 
line-up of Blacktown. 

Fairfield again entertained the 
crowd with 17 shots on goal, but 
managed to score only two - but 
at least managed a 2-1 victory 
over Sutherland Sharks, 

Mark Hoenselaars 


and Central Coast v Easts 


Matthew Borg scored for St George v Macarthur 10 20 145 
Fairfield, both courtesy of lead-up Leichhardt v Bonnyrigg 13 2-0 4-2 
work from the other, while Philip Penrith v Cant-Marr. 81 1-2 40 
Wes fee from close range in Manly Warr.v Parramatta 2-2 00 0-5 

oi ae had jueeate Bankstown v Blacktown 0-1-1 0-2 
Fie ee ane wots Fairfield v Sutherland 21 40 00 


St George Stadium. See page 10 for all other results 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 


Super League 


Kick-off times — 3.00pm (1st Grade), 1.00pm (U21s), 
11.00am (U18s) unless otherwise stated 


FRIDAY 21 APRIL 2000 ) 


Leichhardt Tigers v Fairfleld Bulls 
Lambert Park 


SATURDAY 22 APRIL 2000 


Blacktown City Demons v Manly Warringah Dolphins 
Gabbie Stadium 
Central Coast Coasties v Bankstown 
Grahame Park (5.05pm 1st Grade) 
(21s & 18s play 22nd April 2pm & 12pm at Pluim Park) 
Northern Spirit v Canberra Cosmos 
Grahame Park 7.30pm (ist Grade) 
Sutherland Sharks v Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 
Seymour Shaw Park 
3pm (U18s) 5pm (U21s) 7pm (1st Grade) 
Macarthur Rams v Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
North Power Stadium 
3pm (U18s) 5pm (U21s) 7pm (1st Grade) 
SUNDAY 23 APRIL 2000 
— — — —_ Se 
Canterbury Marrickville Berries v St George Saints 
Henson Park 11am (U18s) 1pm (U21s) 3pm (1st Grade) 


( 


ANZAC DAY TUESDAY 25 APRIL ) 


Parramatta Eagles v Penrith Panthers 
Parramatta Stadium 3.30pm (1st Grade) 
Blacktown City Demons v Leichhardt Tigers 
Parramatta Stadium 5.30pm (1st Grade) 
Parramatta Power v Wollongong Wolves 
Parramatta Stadium 7.30pm (NSL) 

Fairfield Bulls v Macarthur Rams 
Nineveh Field 3pm (ist Grade) 1pm (U21) 
Eastern Suburbs Wanderers v Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
St George Stadium 3pm (1st Grade) 1pm (U21) 


Catch all the latest news on 
football in NSW in Super Soccer — 
OUT 20 April! 


Wwww.soccernsw.coim.au 
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"Catch him anyway you can: South’s Con Blatsis uses any means 
possible to stop midfield maestro Peter Beardsley in his guest stint for 
the Knights. 


“a 
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Back to back, Cheek to cheek: Spirit's Matt Bingley and Gippsiand's 
John Hutchinson in perfect unison. The only thing missing is the music. 


keep the die hards down. 


ts in March 
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National Youth League 1999/2000 


NORTHERN DIVISION (ROUND 30) 


WEDNESDAY 12 APRIL 2000 (Rd 25) 


Newcastle Breakers ........+.! 1 Sydney Olympic Academy ...1 
(Tomich 41) (Macallister 11) 
WEDNESDAY 12 APRIL 2000 (Rd 23) 

Marconi Stallions ..........:! 1 Sydney United ...... pesca 
(Junior 86) 

FRIDAY 14 APRIL 2000 

A.C.T.A.S. v Wollongong Wolves 

(Match postponed) 
Parramatta Power ............. INS SWiLSiteetseracee sa aksae 
SATURDAY 15 2000 

Wollongong Wolves Colts ..... 1 Newcastle Breakers .........2 
(Tzolakidis 5) (O’Brien 44, Angievski 85) 
WAS cs cesiccsnsssetresee 2 Sydney Olympic ........... 3 


(own goal 45, Miner 66) (Seitis 5, 69, Dournanis 86) 


SUNDAY 16 APRIL 2000 (Rd 25) 


(Severino 13’, 63’, 75’, 
Beauchamp 51, Mondello 58) 


SUNDAY 16 APRIL 2000 
Sydney Olympic Academy ....3 Northern Spirit Colts ...... 2 
(Sarmonikas 4, Cevenini 67, (Majurovski 65, McLean 90) 
Tirovski 72) 
Sydney United Colts ........ 2 Northern Spirit ... 
(Orlovic 42, Akwasi 54) (Catanzaro 23, 

Monie 77, own goal) 

Newcastle Breakers Colts ..... . 2. Marconi Stallions Colts ........ 2 


(Pryce 34, Juchniewicz 64) 


Marconi Stallions v A.LS. 
(Match deferred) 


Bye - Sydney United 
LEAGUE LADDER 


PWODBL FA Pt 
Parramatta Power Sii2l 34 2h 2° Savel2atoy 
Northern Spirit 2B 19 A 2 eS 81) 36061: 
Sydney Olympic 2B TRS (5S), <2: 025" (830538) 059. 
Marconi Stallions oe TE Pe ihe YP Ph 5 
Newcastle Breakers 26mGpe 2) 1 Soest 32050. 
AIS. 2% 15 4 2 9 81 38 49 
QA.S. Zeiss 3 2) 19) 77-46) 948 
Wollongong Wolves 27:12 5S 2 10 41 40 41 
Sydney United AH AN3 es 62 13 «45 5340 
ACTAS. eS 72 9. 30 ae 
Newcastle Breakers Colts 28 10 3 1 15 42 54 33 
Sydney Olympic Academy 28 10 2 2 16 SO 85 32 
N.S.W.LS. DoT ome 2 13) 37) 43) 925 
Marconi StallionsColts 27 6 5 2 16 41 79 23 
Norther Spirit Colts 28) 25) 62 17 (28) 64. 21 
Sydney United Colts Digest 42! 20; 29) 74 013) 
Wollongong WolvesColts 27 1 2 2 24 15 121 5 

ROUND 31 

TUESDAY 25 APRIL 2000 


Newcastle Breakers v A.C.T.A.S. (Rd 27) 
(Breakers Stadium - 6.30pm) 


WEDNESDAY 19 APRIL 2000 


Marconi Stallions v Q.A.S. (Rd 18) 
(Marconi Stadium - 6.30pm) 


Sydney Olympic Academy v Sydney United (Rd 5) 
(Sydney United Sports Centre — 7.00pm) 


FRIDAY 21 APRIL 2000 


Wollongong Wolves Colts v Q.A.S. (Rd 6) 
(Brandon Park No. 2 - 3.00pm) 


SATURDAY 22 APRIL 2000 


N.S.W.LS. v Wollongong Wolves Colts 
(Valentine Park - 4.00pm) 

Sydney Olympic v Parramatta Power 
(Belmore Sports Ground - 4.00pm) 
Wollongong Wolves v Q.A.S. 
(Brandon Park - 4.00pm) 

Northern Spirit v A.C.T.A.S, 
(Christie Park - 4.30pm) 

Newcastle Breakers v Marconi Stallions Colts 
(Breakers Stadium - 5.15pm) 


SUNDAY 23 APRIL 2000 


Newcastle Breakers Colts v Sydney United 
(Breakers Stadium - 4.00pm) 

Sydney United Colts v Northern Spirit Colts 
(Sydney United Sports Centre - 4.00pm) 
A.LS. v Sydney Olympic Academy 
(To be played on Sunday 30 April 2000) 
Bye - Marconi Stallions 


SOUTHERN DIVISION CROUND 21) 


SUNDAY 15 APRIL 2000 


Bulleen Inter ..............+ A Preston Lions ..........+04/ 0 
(Ricky Catalano 2, Frank Coniglio, 
Nick Gutierez) 
P WDD FA Pt 

Carlton 17 13 4 0 & 9 43 
VIS RR GEA Si SRY GRY Zk) 
Bulleen Inter Kings 19 TOR Zinta 747343? 
South Melbourne LEO US 445153) 
Melbourne Knights LS Side 6) 48035 50 
South Dandenong LS oo Soe Ole seed te. 
Gippsland Falcons tS ese) 
Fawkner Blues OE ee ts ie 6) 
Melbourne Knights Academy 17 4 2 1 16 34 14 
Albury Wodonga 12 eh TR I 
Preston Lions 1S dea Gam Gag 84 5) 

ROUND 20 

MONDAY 24 APRIL 2000 
Fawkner Blues v Albury Wodonga 
(CB Smith Reserve, 3 pm) 
ROUND 21 
TUESDAY 25 APRIL 2000 
Carlton v South Dandenong 
(Olympic Park, 5 pm) 
ROUND 21 
THURSDAY 27 APRIL 2000 


South Melbourne y Fawkner Blues 
(Bob Jane Stadium, 7 pm) 
ROUND 21 
SATURDAY 29 APRIL 2000 


VIS v South Melbourne 
(Grange Reserve, 3.30 pm) 


Gippsland Falcons v Fawkner Blues 
(Falcons Stadium, 4 pm) 


SUNDAY 30 APRIL 2600 


Melbourne Knights Academy v Preston Lions 
(Knights Stadium, 4 pm) 


Melbourne Knights v Bye 


ROUND 16 
WEDNESDAY 3 MAY 2000 


South Melbourne v Melbourne Knights Academy 
(Venue to be arranged, 6,30 pm) 


By Roy Hay 


weekend and Bulleen Inter beat Preston Lions 4-0, All the 
goals came in the second half after the two teams had 
negated each other in the first. 

Frank Coniglio got the breakthrough for Bulleen in 50 minutes 
and this was followed by two quick goals from Ricky Catalano in the 
Sist and 54th minutes. Nick Gutierez completed the scoring with 
three minutes left to play. 

The known fixtures and catch-up games for the next three weeks 
are shown, 


T= was only one game in the Southern Division this 
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VIS TOUR OF 
MALAYSIA 


The VIS had two excellent results in Malaysia on its tour. Ernie 
Merrick reports: 

“The weather is not too hot but very humid. The VIS boys have 
settled in well. 

Full schedule - training, ice baths, nutrition, recovery work, sports 
science, early morning stretch classes, lectures; pool sessions and 
team meetings and we have to play matches as well. 

The VIS were very nervous and struggled with the heat in the first 
match— VIS v Kualu Lumpur Under 19. 

We won 1-0 with Michael Sham-Yuen scoring in the 26th minute. 
Fortunately our defence had a good day. The second game - VIS v 
Selangor Under 21 was a very fast and tough game. 

We played very well but could not beat the keeper. A 0-0 draw 
was good, although J felt we were the better team. We still have the 
Under 19 Malaysian Team to play in a few days.” 
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FAMOUS PHOTOS 


Youngster Michael Di Yorio of Edensor Park is probably the only Under 11s player to hold a World Cup trophy. Michael, who plays for Bonnyrigg White Eagles Under 11s was able to have a 
shot snapped of him holding the coveted U/17 World Cup trophy won by Brazil, back in 1999, He is pictured with two of the victorious players (right). 
He also had the distinction together with his father of. belng pictured with Joao Havelange (left). 
Well done Michael! I'm glad the world game has brought you so much happiness, 


Have you had your photo taken with someone famous in soccer? Even if it happened years ago, you can 
have the photo published in ABSW. 


Send photos to: 
The Editor 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly 
P.O. Box 155, Marrickville NSW 1475. 
Or E-mail the photo in JPEG format to 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com 
*All photos will be returned 


JUNIOR SOCCER 


HAVE YOUR PHOTO OR A PHOTO OF YOUR SOCCER TEAM 
PUBLISHED IN 
AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY. 

AND TELL YOUR FRIENDS TO SEND IN THEIR PHOTOS TOO. 
SEND PHOTOS TO THE EDITOR, 
AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY, 

PO BOX 155, 

MARRICKVILLE NSW 1475. 

OR E-MAIL PHOTOS IN JPEG FORMAT TO 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com 
*All photos will be returned 
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fessional women’s leagues are the next 

chapter in the development of elite women’s 

football around the globe with world 

number one USA set to lead the way with their 

league scheduled to kick off in next year’s 
northern spring. 

More unexpectedly, the English FA last month 
announced their pledge to run a women’s 

* professional league to commence by 2003. 

It’s an exciting move forward for females playing 
the world game, marking the breakthrough of earning 
an identity of their own, The sport is finally being 
taken seriously by those outside its immediate circle. 

The opportunity for the best female footballers to 
make a full-time career of their sport signals yet 
another important landmark in a sport which has 
certainly come a long way in a short space of time. 

Showcasing the world’s best in professionally run 
leagues will tum the spotlight on the game for more 
than each Olympiad and World Cup year. 

Japan with its healthy corporate backing were the 
first to run a fully professional league starting in the 
mid-90s. Our own Cheryl Salisbury and Sunni 
Hughes were amongst the top class talent lured to the 
L-League. 

Certain European leagues have longed existed on a 
semi-professional basis and of recent times have 
moved to inject a greater professionalism to the 
stmucture. 


The US Road to Riches 
The US have long hankered to establish their own 
professional league, yet despite their abundance of 
quality athletes, huge player base and resources, the 
project has never managed to get off the ground. 
Until now. The phenomenal success of the 1999 
World Cup in the USA has finally provided the 
catalyst and foundation to get the league up and 
running. In a way, it’s probably best that the league, 


SMYRNIS & CO 


Solicitors and Public Notary /'j 


SOCCER WOMAN 


By Janene Mar 


PRO LEAGUES - THE NEXT CHAPTER 


Julle Murray: Keen to play in the US 
Pro league. 
whether by design or not, has waited until now. 

The US has become women’s soccer’s role model 
and standard bearer, and a league set up in anything 
less than certain circumstances may well have spelt 
disaster. 

The US is the toughest and most demanding 
of markets, so many big-time, big money 
sports already capturing the American public’s 
attention, To survive in that ruthless business 
environment, USA’s women’s soccer league 
must be able to compete in every aspect, 

Previously, it was not enough that Team 
USA was the best in the world. It takes more 
than that to sustain a professional league. 


@ Are you in trouble with the Federation and 
have to appear before one of their tribunals? 


@ Do you have a dispute with your current 


Club/Team? 


USA first became world champions back in 
1991 and remained at or near the top before 
then capturing the inaugural Olympic gold 
medal in 1996, 

Yet their number one status wasn’t reflected 
elsewhere, out there amongst the general 
public. They weren’t known outside women’s 
soccer circles. 


@ Do you need assistance in relation to your 
contract negotiations with a soccer club? 


If your require assistance in relation to any of 
the above then please call Mr Andrew Smymis 
who has over 15 years experience in 
appearing before tribunals and assisting 
players, coaches and clubs in relation to their 
contract matters. 


@ Please feel free to call us for an obligation 
free quote on these and all your legal needs. 


| smyrnis & Co - Solicitors 


@ 91 Glebe Point Road, 
GLEBE 
Tel: (02) 9552 6288 


Fax: (02) 9660 7349 


KOGARAH 
Tel: (02) 9522 6288 
Fax: (02) 9660 7349 


20 


@ 1st Floor, 2-6 Regent St, 


It took a brave and ambitious marketing 
strategy to make USA’s champion soccer 
players household names. The 1999 World 
Cup exceeded the most optimistic 
expectations, producing world record crowds, 
public support, media coverage, and corporate 
interest. 

The vision became more than a reality, the 
American public embracing their athletes and 
our sport. All the hard work cannot be wasted. 
As amazing as those achievements were, we 
must now consolidate and aim even higher. 

Two parties have put up their hand to run 
the USA’s pro league - the newly formed 
Women’s United Soccer Association (WUSA), 
and existing men’s pro league organisation 
Major League Soccer (MLS). 

The women’s soccer community is voicing 
suspicion of MLS” sudden interest in female 
soccer. Their men’s ledgue promised much 
but has failed to develop the interest generated 
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in the 1994 men’s World Cup. 

And their experience in running a men’s league 
doesn’t necessarily make them qualified to establish 
a women’s competition. The two have different 
focuses, a different audience base, a different 
marketing strategy. 

Favourite to be selected as the successful bidder by 
the US Soccer Federation in the next few months are 
‘WUSA who, although a brand new entity, appear to 
have all the right ingredients. 

‘Their investors and Board of Governers consists of 
eight top business executives from the 


communications/media industry, led by John . 


Hendricks, Chairman and CEO of cable TV giant 
Discovery Communications. 

WUSA’s founding athletes are the 20 1999 World 
Cup champions, and their football advisors include 
former National Coach Tony di Cicco. Working 
closely to US Soccer's women’s pro-league 
guidelines, drawn up in 1997, and remaining in close 
consultation with US Soccer also works in their 
favour. 

The league will kick off with eight teams with 
plans to expand to as many as 12 or 14 in its first five 
years. Last week, WUSA announced its eight 
founding cities, each with a guaranteed five million 
dollars first round investment support behind their 
membership status pending satisfactory venue 
contracts, 

The eight selected cities are Atlanta, Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, Orlando-Tampa, San Diego, San 
Francisco Bay, and Washington DC. Eight ‘reserves’ 
have also been named as expansion or altemate areas, 

Matildas striker Julie Murray is amongst the 
world’s biggest overseas stars to have expressed a 


clear interest in participating in the league, alongside 
Canada’s Charmaine Hooper, Brazilian Sissi, 
Patience Avre of Nigeria and others. 

Also last week, WUSA proudly made public their 
exclusive four-year national cable television 
agreement with Tumer Sports. Reached in over 77 
tmnillion homes across the US, Tummer Network TV 
and CNN/Sports Ilustrated will combine to broadcast 
22 matches a year. 

Everything seems to be on track - top quality 
product, sound financial backing, professional 
management, and guaranteed television coverage. 

The English league will need to ensure that they 
take the steps to ensure women’s football and its 
development is at the forefront of their minds. 

Without an existing public hunger for women’s 
football and with the men’s game so all consuming, 
they will need to think hard how best to work their 
marketing strategy. 

The establishment of more pro-leagues raises other 
questions, © 

Will the introduction of more and more money 
affect the game in an adverse way at.all? We have 
seen so many sports suffer in different ways once 
money starts to affect one’s judgement. 

With the lure to overseas pro leagues set to bite as 
soon as this year’s Olympic commitments are 
complete, how will this new direction affect the game 
here in Australia, 

Right now, the Matildas are centralised in 
Canberra at the AIS, and the future direction of the 
program is yet to be finalised, 

With players again starting to scatter overseas, will 
this be a good or bad thing for our national team 
which is so far away from the US and Europe ? 


Mia Hamm: The US’ biggest star. 
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€ XXKX LEAGUE 


Brisbane City 
Rochedale Rov 
Wynnum 

Gold Coast City 
IPSW Knights 
B’Berg Waves 
Toowoomba Utd 
Taringa Rovers 
Mt Gravatt 
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Mt Gravatt 

Toowoomba Utd . 
IPSW Knights ... . 
Taringa Rovers .. 
Brisbane City 


Rochedale Rov. 
Brisbane Lions ... 
Gold Coast City . 


Redlands Utd 
Beenleigh 
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North Star 

Uni of Qld 
Mitchelton 
Pine Rivers Utd 
North Pine 
Newmarket 
The Gap 
Albany Creek 
Grange Thistle 
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Capalaba ... 
Olympic Utd . 
Eastem Suburbs 
Beenleigh 
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Rocklea Utd... 
Acacia Ridge 
Redlands Utd . . 
Souths Utd 


Mitchelton 
North Star .. 
The Gap ... 


Slacks Creek - bye 


( DIVISION ONE NORTH 3 
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.O Pine Rivers Utd . 
-1 Grange Thistle . . 
0 Uni of Qld 
Newmarket - Bye 


NNUM STRETCH CIT 


As the pack closes in 


hard fought win over Wynnum extended 

Brisbane City’s premier league lead to 

ven points but the pack is closing in on 

second placed Brisbane Lions after their upset 
defeat by Ipswich Knights at the weekend. 

Brisbane City, who dropped their first points of the 
season going down to Bundaberg last round, got back 
on the winning trail by downing third placed 
Wynnum 2-1 at home. 

Brisbane City, who had conceded just five goals 
going into the game, led 1-0 at half time but 
Wynnum, who have been one of the league’s surprise 
packets this year, never threw in the towel. 


Ipswich Knights’ Wayne Adams in action. 
The Knights upset second placed 
Brisbane Lions 2-1. 


City’s goals came from the reliable Allan Cameron 
and former Brisbane Strikers’ utility Mark Battistin 
while Wynnum’s solitary effort came from striker 
Owen Filewood, 

At Eric Evans Reserve, Brisbane Lions were 
forced to play with 10 men for the final half hour 
before going down 2-1 to Ipswich. 

fter winning three of their first four games, 
Ipswich had slumped to four consecutive losses 
before striker John Clark and midfielder Peter 
McKendrick scored in each half to overpower 
Brisbane Lions. 

Clark got the homeside off to a good start midway 
through the opening half when he intercepted a 
McKendrick free-kick to slot home from inside the 
box. 

Lions, who had won their previous five matches 
after a slow season start, were dealt a cruel blow in 
the 58th minute when young midfielder Grant 
Dickens was sent off for a late tackle on Ipswich 
youngster Peter Hicks. 

Despite trailing 1-0 and a man down, Brisbane 
Lions showed plenty of grit and determination to 
draw level at 1-1 when Des Hughes found space at 
the far post to head home past Jason Lucas in the 
Tpswich goal. 

However, Lions’ fightback was short-lived with 
Ipswich responding with their second goal a few min- 
utes later, 

A comer from Andrej Gacesa floated over the 
head of Lions’ keeper Brett Dickens to give an 
unmarked McKendrick an easy header. 

Gold Coast Gambiers moved into third position 
after their slow season start by accounting for the 
lowly placed Taringa 3-1 at Jack Speare Park. 

The Gold Coast has now extended their unbeaten 
run to five matches - three wins and two draws, 

The Gamblers, who led 2-1 at half.time, have 
become the big movers in the league which has coin- 
cided with some timely new additions in former State 
player Warren Allen from Brisbane Lions and Shane 
Smeltz from the Brisbane Strikers, 

Allen made his debut last week and struck an 
immediate cord with the highly rated Adam Poric 
while Smeltz was back with his old club for the first 


time this weekend after being released by the Strikers 
last week. 

Both Allan and Smeltz scored for the Gamblers 
along with Kris Dodd while Taringa’s solitary goal 
came from Craig Collins in the firsthalf. 

Rochedale Rovers moved within a point of 
Brisbane Lions after coming away from a tough road 
trip to Toowoomba with a 2-l-win. 

Rochedale led 1-0 through midfielder Roy Huth at 
the break and increased their lead when Matt Olley 
scored his eighth goal of the season after the interval 
while Toowoomba’s reply came from Martin Rees. 

After springing the biggest upset of the season 
against Brisbane City, Bundaberg were brought back 


Mark Battlstin: Scorer in Brisbane City’s 
return to the winners block. 
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to earth sharing the points 1-1 against cellar dwellers 
Mt Gravatt. 

Bundaberg coach Tony Walmsley had been con- 
cerned with his side’s consistency before the match 
and nothing had changed by the end of the game. 

Mt Gravatt looked like scoring an upset them- 
selves when Anthony McCullough gave his side a 
1-0 lead at the break but Bundaberg hit back to level 
through Brett Kitching in the second half. 


ROUND 10 


April 22 
Toowoomba Utd v Mt Gravatt 
7.00pm 


Brisbane City v Gold Coast 
7.00pm 


Taringa Rovers v Brisbane Lions 
2.45pm 


IPSW Knights v Rochedale Rov 
7.00pm 


Wynnum v B’berg Waves 
7.00pm 
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Gabriel Batistuta scores from a superb tree kick to give Fiorentina a 3-3 with Lazio. Lazio led 
3-2 before Batistuta produced yet another plece of magic. 


LECCE 1 
Be wrapped up victory against their Puglia 
rivals within the first 33 minutes thanks to 
goals by Gionatha Spinesi, Swede Yskel 
Osmanovski and talented 18-year-old Antonio 
Cassano. 
Swiss forward David Sesa pulled a goal back from 
the penalty spot but Lecce are now mired in the fight 
to avoid the drop to Serie B. 


CAGLIARI 0 
REGGINA 1 


agliari slid into Serie B despite a brave perfor- 
mance against a Reggina side who are now in 
ninth place in their first season in the top flight 
and pushing hard for a UEFA Cup place. 
Former Cagliari midfielder Francesco Cozza 
scored the decisive goal on the stroke of halftime. 


INTER MILAN 1 
JUVENTUS 2 


ugoslav Darko Kovacevic scored both Juve 

goals to extend his side’s lead at the top to five 
points. He chipped the ball over Angelo Peruzzi in 
the Inter goal in the 55th minute and added a 
header 11 minutes from time. 

Clarence Seedorf cut Juve’s lead with a sweet 
right-foot shot in the 83rd and pulled up his playing 
shirt to reveal a T-shirt bearing a picture of Ronaldo 
with the words “Don’t give up” written on it. It was 
Inter’s seventh successive match in league and cup 


without a win. 
PARMA 3 
VENEZIA 1 
ernan Crespo’s 20th and 21st league goals of 
the season gave Parma their sixth win in 
seven matches and made him the club’s record 
goalscorer, 
But Parma had to work hard for their victory. They 
were drawing 1-1 with just one minute to play. 
Venezia remain third from bottom. 


PERUGIA 2 
PIACENZA 0 


eteran defender Pietro Vierchowod was sent 

off for dissent in the 37th minute and saw his 

Piacenza side slither out of the top flight after five 
seasons. 

Marco Materazzi put the home side ahead with a 


CAP 


firm header from a corner before Milan Rapaic com- 
pleted the win with a deft chip from a tight angle. 


AS ROMA 2 
BOLOGNA 0 


wo disputed penalties gave Roma their first 
win since March 5. Vincenzo Montella was 
judged to have been pulled down in the 26th 
minute and got up to convert the spot kick. 
Montella went down again after the break, 
although television replays suggested he had been 
fouled by Massimo Paganin outside the area. Roma 
captain Francesco Totti scored from the spot to 
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ensure Fabio Capello’s side go fifth. 


TORINO 2 
AC MILAN 2 


Bai striker Pinga, 18, stole the show 
‘against the champions, heading Torino’s first 
goal and then adding a brilliant second in the 69th 
minute, pullling the ball down with his chest 
before lobbing it over goalkeeper Christian 
Abbiati. 

Argentine midfielder Andres Guglielminpietro 
secured Milan’s point with a 77th minute shot which 
Torino keeper Luca Bucci should have stopped. 


FIORENTINA 3 
LAZIO 3 


inisa Mihajlovic missed a penalty which would 
have given Lazio a 3-2 lead six minutes from 
the end of a remarkable match. 

But he then scored a second spot kick four minutes 
later to put Lazio within touch of three points. 
Fiorentina’s Gabriel Bastituta drilled home a free 
Kick to ensure Lazio left Florence with just one point. 
‘They now trail Juve by five points with four matches 


to play. 
VERONA 2 
UDINESE 2 


taly coach Dino Zoff was in the stands to see 

promising midfielder Stefano Fiore score 
twice for Udinese early in the second half. 

But former Parma defender Luigi Apolloni and 
Fabrizio Cammarata scored twice within four min- 
utes to ensure Verona stretched their unbeaten run 
in the league to 11 matches. 


} address for fans to pass on their best wishes to 


} best in the world, With so much expected of him 


onaido’s six-minute appearance in the | 

recent Italian Cup match between his 

Inter and Lazio, may be proof that 

some critics were right about him in the first 
place. They said he wouldn't last tm Italy. 

Ronaldo has been injury prone since he arrived 


Vien is in the same boat as well. } 
Recently Ronaldo made the headlines with his | 
wife Milene giving birth to their son Ronald. 
However, the real headlines that Inter expect, 
simply have not been forthcoming, 
Inter, for the occasion, set up a special email 


baby Ronald {ronald @inter.it - if you are interest- 
ed) and the “supermarket” 


same since France 98 and the sight of him 
descending the stairs of the aircraft in Brazil when 
the tcam returned home after that World Cup, is | 


Ronaldo came to Italy and high expectations 
‘were placed on him by just about everyone, He 
was a star in Holland and Spain but what a lot of 
people forgot, is that ltalian club football is still the 


and being so closely scrutinised by all, this modest 
and unassuming 20-year-old, was set doomed to 
fail. 

He moved to Italy a couple of seasons too early 


and his agents and advisors, should have realised 
this and not rushed in for the ‘lira’. lt was a deci- 


Reggins and the Italian Under 21 team. He is so 
talented in fact, that Lazio, Milan and Juventus are 
interested in his services. Lookout for his name 
next year al one of these clubs, 


WIMBLEDON 1 
LIVERPOOL 2 


mile Heskey, Liverpool’s recent 
11.0 million pounds ($27.5 
million) signing from Leicester 
scored a goal in each half as Liverpool 
consolidated second place in the table. 
Heskey scored after 37 and 62 minutes 
to send Wimbledon crashing to a fifth 
successive defeat leaving them 
dangerously close to relegation from the 
Premier League for the first time. 
Martin Andresen scored for the home 
side 20 minutes from time. 


LEEDS 0 
ARSENAL 4 


eeds crashed to their sixth 

successive defeat while Arsenal 

chalked up their seventh 
successive victory at Elland Road. 

Leeds ended with 10 men after the 43rd 
minute dismissal of Ian Harte for kicking 
out at Dennis Bergkamp. 

Thierry Henry scored for Arsenal when 
he nipped in front of Jonathan Wooodgate 
to open the scoring after 17 minutes. 
Arsenal were always in control and won 
easily with further goals from Martin 
Keown (70), Nwankwo Kanu (83) and 
Marc Overmars (90). 


COVENTRY CITY 2 
MIDDLESBROUGH 1 


oventry went ahead in the 32nd 
minute when England 
international Paul Ince put the 
ball into his own net after a shot from 
the Sky Blues striker Robbie Keane. 
Coventry kept the lead until halftime 
then added a second from Keane in the 
61st minute. Middlesbrough pulled a goal 
back with a 64th minute penalty from 
German Christian Ziege but could not 
grab a point. 


, axe i. ¥ | 


Norwegian Ole Gunner Solksjaer slots home his second goal against Sunderland. United yet again demolished 
thelr opponents sweeping aside Sunderland 4-0 at Old Trafford. 


DERBY COUNTY 1 
WEST HAM UTD 2 


alo Wanchope, who scored 

‘twice in a midweek victory over 
Neweastle United, gave West 

Ham the lead with a header in the 15th 
minute and then volleyed in a second in 


_ the 32nd. 


Dean Sturridge pulled a late goal back 
for Derby in the 84th but the Midlands 
club are still struggling near the bottom. 


“= 


Tottenham's David Ginola gets past an Aston Villa defender. Tottenham 


led 2-0 but four goals in 12 minutes allowed Villa to win 4-2. 


EVERTON 4 
BRADFORD CITY 0 


verton dominated this game 
| ee relegation-threatened 
Bradford. 

They took the lead in the second 
minute with a Mark Pembridge shot from 
the edge of the area and David Unsworth 
added a second with a penalty in the 15th. 
Nicky Barmby and John Collins scored 
two more in the second half in the 54th 
and 82nd minutes. 


MAN UTD 4 
SUNDERLAND 0 


triker Ole Gunnar Solksjacr 

pounced on a poor back pass from 

Darren Williams in the second 
minute to give United the perfect start. 

Sunderland weathered the storm and 
put some pressure on towards halftime but 
went to pieces in the second. 

Solksjaer showed great composure to 
put away his second in the 51st minute, 
dancing around a defender and firing in 
with his left-foot. 

Nicky Butt smashed in a fierce shot 
from the right hand side of the box for the 
third in the 66th minute and Henning Berg 
added a fourth in the 70th. 


NEWCASTLE UTD 0 


LEICESTER CITY 2 
eteran Tony Cottee gave 
V Leicester the lead in the seventh 
minute with a well-timed shot 
and the Midlanders kept their one-goal 
lead until halftime. 
Robbie Savage then added a second in 


the 52nd. After failing to reach the FA 
Cup final last weekend Newcastle have 
now lost twice in the league. 


SHEFF WED 1 
CHELSEA O 


fter a goalless first half, 
relegation-threatened 
Wednesday pulled off the 


surprise of the day through a 51st 
minute penalty from Wim Jonk after 
Chelsea goalkeeper Ed de Goey had 
brought down Belgian Gilles de Bilde in 
the area, 


SOUTHAMPTON 2 
WATFORD 0 


fourth-minute goal from Kevin 
A== gave the home side the 

lead after some poor Watford 
defending and Marians Pahars hit the 
second in the 75th minute to complete 
another disappointing day for bottem 
club Watford. 


TOTTENHAM 2 
ASTON VILLA 4 


renchman David Ginola set up 
Piste first goal with a run 

down the left which Steffen 
Iversen headed in. 

Two minutes into the second half Chris 
Armstrong put Spurs 2-0 up - a perfect 
tonic for manager George Graham who 
was in hospital with an arthritic 
complaint. 

Then Villa staged a dramatic comeback 
with four goals in 12 minutes, Dion 
Dublin scored a 62nd minute penalty and 
then added a second in the 69th with a 
brilliant overhead kick. Benito Carbone 
hit a third in the 70th and Alan Wright 
struck home an excellent shot in the 74th 
to complete the rout, 

Hundreds of Spurs fans demonstrated 
for the removal of chairman Alan Sugar 
after the match, frustrated at the club’s 
inability to bring new, much needed talent 
to White Hart Lane. 


Marc Overmars celebrates scoring against rivals Leeds United at Elland 
Road. Arsenal ran out 4-0 winners and move into third on the ladder. 
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UEFA CONSIDER SMALLER CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 


EFA’s executive committee will consider 

changes to the format of the Champions 

League and could reduce the size of the 
competition, UEFA president Lennart Johansson 
said last week. 

“T would not be against the competition being 
changed,” Johansson said before the start of a two- 
day meeting. 

“Nothing is perfect and we will discuss ways of 
making the competition better. There are a number 
of things we could do, but 1 would personally not be 
against it being streamlined. 

“Of course there are many things to consider like 
TV contracts, but there are a number of alternatives 
we could introduce, either looking at the number of 
matches or the number of clubs.” 

The Champions League, which started with eight 
clubs in the 1992-93 season after three knockout 
rounds, doubled in size to 16 clubs in 1994-95 and 
doubled again to 32 teams at the start of this season. 

‘The present format requires the eventual champi- 
on to play a minimum of 17 matches. 

The Champions League was expanded after the. 
biggest clubs on the continent were almost wooed 
away from UEFA by an Italian-based media group, 
Media Partners, who proposed a European Super 
League and a cup for 96 teams. 

UEFA responded by widening the scope of the 


Champions League. 

Last week UEFA Chief Executive Gerhard 
Aigner said UEFA felt they had now reached the 
optimum level of expansion for European club soc- 
cer after widespread criticism that too many mean- 
ingless matches were being played. 

The Executive Commitee will also ruled on 
the UEFA Cup semifinal second leg match 
between Leeds United and Galatasaray 
and whether Turkish fans will be 
allowed to attend. 

Two Leeds fans were murdered on the 
eve of the first leg in Istanbul last week 
which Galatasaray won 2-0. 


Johansson said he favoured the match KSI bodies like the NFL (National Football 


CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE, 


being played at Elland Road 
rather than being moved to a 
neutral venue. 

“T think the match should be 
played at Leeds and I hope that a restrict- 
ed number of Galatasaray fans can be allowed in if 
the police say thay can guarantee their safety,” he 
said. 

Earlier UEFA announced sweeping changes to 
their internal structure. 

“We have been perceived as being cold, caring 
only about profits and weak in terms of public rela- 
tions and communications,” said Per Ravn Omdal of 


First Leg — April 
Second Leg — April 


BEST 
LEAVES 
HOSPITAL 


eorge Best, Britain’s first pop-idol 

footballer who has been treated in 

hospital for the last five weeks 
with liver problems, was allowed to go 
home last week. 

“Mr Best has improved considerably dur- 
ing this week and Professor Williams 
allowed him to go home to continue conva- 

lescing,” London’s Cromwell 


hospital said in a state- 
VF ment. 
i \\ “He will be checked 
{ every week but it will 


\ } be some weeks before 
ww he is feeling well.” 

Former Manchester 
United and Northern Ireland player Best, 53, 
has a reputation as a drinker but vowed to 
give up alcohol for good after he was forced 
to seek treatment. 


24 


Norway, a UEFA vice-president at a presentation to 
the media. 

“We have taken a huge look at the way we do 
what we do and why we do it, and we have to 
become more aggressive, more politically astute and 
work more in tandem with FIFA, with whom we 
perhaps have been in competition and conflict too 

many times in the past. 

“We are reducing the number of our com- 
Mittees from 26 to 11, and instead will have 
smaller, more effecient expert panels con- 
sisting of say coaches or players, to deal 

with specific problems. 
“We have looked at the way other sporting 


League in the United States), the 
NHL (North American hockey 
league) and the NBA (National 
Basketball Association) conduct 
themselves and hopefully have fol- 
lowed the best examples of what they do.” 

One of the significant changes is that Aigner, who 
has been at UEFA for 35 years, has been appointed 
the organisation’s chief executive with far wider 
responsibilities than he had as General Secretary. 

Aigner said: “We must start working more closely 
with FIFA, and we must shift our focus to areas 
where we think it is important to be.” 


SEMI-FINALS 


First Leg — May 3 
Second Leg — May 10 


7 
19 


FINAL 


George Best: Going home. 
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50,000 pounds ($125,000) 
last week for failing to 
contro) their players in 
an alleged mass braw! 
in the players’ tunnel 


after a Premier League pered match at Stamford 
match with Wimbledon Bridge 3-1. 
on February 12. Chelsea have the right 


Chelsea’s England midfield- 
er Dennis Wise was fined 
7,500 pounds ($18,750) by 
the English Football Association 


Turks raise $100,000 for Leeds families 


he Istanbul its business community Two Leeds United sup- 

Chamber of and we wish to porters died of stab 

Commerce said wounds after 
last week it had raised clashes before 
$100,000 for the families: ‘ the first leg of 
of two English football — their team's 
fans killed in Istanbul 


The case of Wimbledon, who 
were also charged with failing 
to control their players, was 
being heard later last week. 
Chelsea won the ill-tem- 


to appeal against the 
fines but official Colin 
Hutchinson said it was 
unlikely that they would. 


Wednesday, May 24 
At Stade de France 


UEFA’ Said Tast week a 
limited nvmber of 
Galatasaray supporters 
would probably be allowed 
to'attend the second Jeg of 
the match next week 
despite-a call by Leeds to 
‘ban them, 


FA FINE CHELSEA AND WISE 


nglish chiefs fined Chelsea (FA) for insulting behaviour. 
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World Rankings 


FIFA 


(Valid until May 10) 


Brazil i 70 Latvia 
‘Czech Republic 71 Ecuador 
France 72 = Zimbabwe 
Spain 73 FYR Macedonia 
Germany 74 Guatemala 
Argentina. 75 Cuba 
Norway 76= Bosnia- 
Romania 76= Estonia 
Croatia 78= Senegal, 
Yugostavia 78= Gabon 
Denmark _ 80 Burkina Faso 
England 81 Mall 
Haly 82 Albania 
Portugal 83= AUSTRALIA 
Colombia 85 Algeria 
United States: 86 rag 
Paraguay 87 Northem ireland 
Netherlands — 88 Qaiar 
‘Scotland 89 Tego 
Russia 90 Haiti 
Chile 81 Armenia. 
South Africa 82 El Salvador 
Slovakia 93 Moldova 
‘Morocco $4 indonesia 
Tunisia 95= Oman 
israel 85= Singapore 
Ukraine S6 Guinea 
Austria 98 = Wales 
Turkey 99 Vietnam SR 
Congo 167 Chinese Taipei 
Belarus. 168 Niger 
Azerbaijan 163. Chad 
170 Palastine 
i71= Cambodia 
17is= Enirea 
173. Macao 
174 Philippines 
775 Guyana 
176 Bahamas 
177 Guinea-Bissau 
178 Aruba 
180° Pakistan 


Nigerte 420. Turkmenistan 


1 Pu 
Hungary 121 Hong Kong 188 Vanuatu 
Lithuania 122: Myanmar. 189° Belize 
Switzerland 123= Mauritius 190 
UAE 123= Grenada 191 
Ghana 125 Tajikistan 
Uzbekisian 126 Bahrain 
Cyprus i 
Thailand 
Angola, 
China PR 
Canada 
Georgia 
Kuwait 
Congo BR 
Costa Rica 
Bolivia I 


Note: Teams inactive since 1991 and teams which have not 


played yet do not appear in the table. 


179 Cantral African Rep. 
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RONALDO COMEBACK 


LASTS SIX MINUTES 


Ric: comeback for Inter 
Milan ended after just six 
nutes last week when he 
was carried from the pitch on a 
stretcher after coming on as a substi- 
tute in the first leg of the Italian Cup 
final. 

The former world footballer of the 
year, whose season has been wrecked 
by knee injuries, had come on as a 59th 
minute replacement for Romanian 
Adrian Mutu in the match against Lazio 
at Rome’s Olympic Stadium. 

But in the 65th minute he crumpled 
to the ground in obvious agony as, 
unchallenged, he launched one of his 
trademark weaving runs towards the 
edge of the opposition penalty area. 

The two Lazio defenders nearest to 
him immediately raised their arms to 
call for medical attention and three min- 
utes later Ronaldo was whisked from 
the pitch on a motorised cart with his 
right knee heavily strapped. 

Ronaldo had not played for Inter 


verton have apologised to 
| yee Iazet after the 
Leicester midfielder was 
taunted by fans over his Turkish 
connections throughout their recent 
1-1 English Premier League draw. 
London-born Izzet, who declared 
his availablity to play for Turkey earli- 
er this year, was jeered by visiting 
fans every time he touched the ball. 
The abuse came three days after 
two Leeds United fans were stabbed to 
death in Istanbul on the eve of a 
UEFA Cup semi-final first leg against 
Turkish champions Galatasaray. 
After the match Everton issued a 
statement apologising for the behav- 


LEEDS PROF! 


eeds United are 
scoring on and off jumped 49 percent to 7.0 
the pitch, with million pounds while tick- 


European and domestic et sales rose 49 percent to 


Ronaldo: Prior to his comeback 
match. 


Izzet taunted by fans 


iour of some of their fans towards the 
former Chelsea player, who has a 
Turkish father, 

Everton spokesman Alan Myers 
said later: “I can assure you Everton 
will be writing to Muzzy Izzet and to 
Leicester's chairman to apologise on 
behalf of our fans.” 

Izzet refused to comment on the 
barracking but Leicester manager 
Martin O'Neill said he was upset and 
surprised by the Everton fans. 

“Tt was totally uncalled.for,” said 
O'Neill. “That sort of behaviour 
should not be tolerated just because 
the lad has chosen to play for Turkey. 
The two things are unrelated.” 


success to go with an 89 6.1 million and metchand- 


percent increase in oper- ing rose 42 percent to 2.7 
ating profit for the million. 

“Together with fur- 
ther squad devel- 


English Premier 
League’s parent 
company, 
Parent com- 
pany Leeds 
Sporting Ple 
posted an 
operating prof- 
it before clearing 
player debts of 6.4 


of 29.3 million. 


perhaps partici- 
pating in (next sea- 
million pounds ($16.1 mil- _ son’s) Champions League, 
lion) in the six months to we have strong grounds to 
the end of December, up be optimistic about the 
from 3.4 million in the future,” Leeds Sporting 
Previous year, on turnover said in a statement. 

Leeds are third in the 


opment, lucra- 
tive new 
sponsorship 
agreements 
and the 
prospect of 


month. 


since he damaged knee ligaments when 
he caught his foot in a rain-soaked divot 
in the San Siro pitch during a league 
match against Lecce on November 21. 

His appearance against Lazio was 
only his eighth of the season and in only 
two of those matches had he played a 
full 90 minutes. 

The 23-year-old, who became a 
father last week, underwent an opera- 
tion on his right knee in Paris earlier 
this year and was also treated for his 
injuries in his native Brazil. 

Ronaldo’s career has been plagued 
by misfortune since the World Cup final 
of 1998 when he was mysteriously 
dropped from the Brazilian side only to 
be reinstated before kick-off. 

Last season too he was constantly 
sidelined and has never recaptured the 
spellbinding form he showed in his first 
season in Italy in 1997-98 and at 
Barcelona before that. 

Ronaldo is now expected to be out 
for up to a further eight months. 


Muzzy lzzet: Wrongtully fered.) 


T SOARS 


Television revenue Premier League and are 


their fans being stabbed 


also in the UEFA Cup death in Istanbul before 
semi-final, which has been 
overshadowed by two of Galatasaray jast week 


LAZIO POSTS 
BOURSE LOSS. 


azio, the only Italian club listed on the bourse, 
made a loss of 16.7 billion lire ($8.29 million) in 
the six months to the end of 1999, the club said. 

In the same period the previous year the Rome side 
made a loss of 6.4 billion lire. 

Lazio are enjoying a successful season on the pitch, 
They are currently second in the race for the Italian 
league title and have reached the quarter-finals of the 
European Champions League. 

They also face Inter Milan in the Italian Cup final this 


the first leg against 
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SLICK ITALIAN MADE FOR CHELSEA 


= ey, * = = 
Educated and Refined, Vialli’s Philosophies are ideal for cultural London 

sleek, black limousine purrs up to the services, has thrown money at the team in order to international career was marred by clashes with suc- 
players’ entrance at Stamford Bridge. Its create a club as successful in Europe as it is trendy Cessive managers over tactics and selection. 
uniformed chauffeur opens the door and _ in the Fulham Road, A little of the spoilt rich boy remains, perhaps, as 
Gianluca Vialli finishes signing autographs for a London suited Vialli. He could live comfortably he approaches his 36th birthday, “He likes to get 
gaggle of imploring fans before slipping inside _ in the most fashionable district of Knightsbridge, eat things his own way, absolutely,” a Chelsea insider | 
and gliding off into the London night. good Italian food at the famous San Lorenzo’s said. “He throws his toys out of the pram if he 

Vialli, whose multinational Chelsea side have _ where a dish is named after him, and lose himself in doesn’t.” 
enjoyed a particualarly successful week, beating the crowds. Things have gone his way recently. Two fine 
Barcelona 3-1 and reaching the FA Cup final with a When he walked across Hyde Park shortly after goals against the run of play from Gustavo Poyet 
Wembley win over Newcastle United, is supremely his arrival the former Italy international felt a great put Chelsea into the FA Cup final where they will 
comfortable as one of the new breed of smooth _ sense of freedom, No one bothered him as they had meet Aston Villa next month, P 
European bosses alongside Arsene Wenger at done in Italy, where fanatical support means top Vialli’s often-criticised squad rotation system had 
Assenal and Gerard Houllier at Liverpool. players cannot leave the house without being hound- worked for he had left out Poyet against Barcelona 

You could say he was born to it. The son of atich _ ed. and the Uruguayan was anxious to prove himself. 
northern Italian industrialist, Vialli was brought up This week, Chelsea go to Barcelona with a 3-1 
used to the good things in life. advantage from their quarter-final first leg and a 

His success as a player with Sampdoria and 


Champions League final place not so remote a pos- } 
Juventus where he lifted the European Cup in 1996, 


siblity. : 
was not fuelled by the need for cash. Chelsea won the Cup Winners’ Cup in 1998 with 
When he came to London straight after that 


Vialli in his third month as boss, but that victory still 
European Cup he tumed down other more lucrative 


partly belonged to Gullit. 
offers. “I was 32 and at my peak,” he said. “Football To add the European Cup as manager to the tro- 
had enriched me, so, rather than a lucrative contract, 


phy as a player is his ultimate dream — but one he 
I was searching for new life experiences.” 


hardly dare consider. 
Not that Chelsea's player-manager is not very “Tt bas been great with victories over Leeds and | 
well paid. 


Barcelona as well as Newcastle,” he said carefully, 
Chelsea’s burgeoning business, which has diver- “But all our games are like cup finals now and we 
sified into restaurants and hotels as well as financial 


have won nothing yet.” 


But Vialli suffered a miserable time when he first 
arrived at Chelsea under then manager Rund Gullit. 
He was often left frustrated on the bench as Gullit 
preferred Gianfranco Zola. He took up smoking and 
complained vociferously in the Italian press. With 
the shock departure of the dreadlocked Dutchman 
after months of contract wrangling, however, Vialli 
was handed the reins and his life changed. 

He threw himself at the task with meticulous 
attention to detail, watching hours of football videos 
and taking English lessons every day. 

The softly-spoken man from Cremona now pep- 
pers his conversation with colloquialisms, describ- 
ing his players as “working their socks off” and 


Gianluca Vialli: His own way. 
Chelsea’s unheralded victory over Champions 
League favourites Barcelona last week as “upsetting 
the apple cart”. 

Despite his education, impeccable manners, good 
taste and aplomb, the shayen-headed Italian can be a 
difficult man to deal with. 

Although he won 59 caps as an Italy striker, his 


ER QUITS {PETIT FINED FOR OBSCENE GESTURE 


‘yenoord coach Leo Beenhakker 
) ees in his resignation after his 
team lost 2-1 at home to Utrecht in 

the Dutch first division last weekend. 

Beenbakker, who intended to end his 
coaching career at the end of the season, said 
he took responsibility for not being able to 
motivate his players since the club’s exit 
from the Champions League. 

Feyenoord, who also lost to Sparta a week 
ago, have dropped to fifth place, 16 points 
adrift of leaders PSV Eindhoven. 

The three top teams qualify for the 
Champions League. 

With Twente and Feyenoord dropping 
points, league leaders PSV Eindhoven, who 
beat Fortuna Sittard 4-0 with a Luc Nilis hat- 
ttick on Friday, need only another four 
points to clinch their 15th league title. 

Ajax Amsterdam improved their chances 
of a Champions League spot by coming back 
from 2-1 down at home to beat Sparta 
Rotterdam 3-2, 

Sparta ended the match with nine men 
after defender Sieme Zijm was sent off in the 
62nd minute and Houssin Bezzai seven min- 
uites later, both after two bookable offenses, 

Utrecht took the lead against Feyenoord in 
the 25th minute when veteran midfielder 
Alphons Groenendijk scored with a fierce 
shot from the edge of the box. 

Although Feyenoord were the stronger 
side it took until the 58th minute before they 
levelled through Julio Cruz from the penalty 
Spot. 

Beenhakker sent on a striker in place of a 
defender in an attempt to gain victory but it 
was Utrecht who snatched the winner with 
an injury time strike through Dirk Kuyt after 
goalkeeper Jurek Dudek fumbled the ball. 

Ajax, playing without injured striker 
Nikos Machlas, took the lead in the 14th 
minute against Sparta after a 40-metre pass 
from Frank Verlaat found Jesper Gronkjaer 


who crossed to give Shota Arveladze the 
chance to score from close range. 

Sparta hit the equaliser in the 29th minute 
after the Ajax defence failed to clear the ball 
and Anders Nielsen scored, 


Leo Beenhakker: Taking 
responsibility. 


Five minutes into the second half Sparta 
took the lead when Bram Marbus hit the net 
with a shot from just inside the box. 

But Ajax levelled again when Verlaat 
scored from close range after a Gronkjaer 
free kick. 

After Zijm and Bezzai were sent off Ajax 
were also awarded a penalty in the 72nd 
minute after Dani was fouled and Brian 
Laudrup had no problem scoring from the 
spot. 

Tt was a valuable victory for Ajax who 
have a game in hand against lowly Den 
Bosch. 
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rsenal’s French 
midfielder 
Emmanuel Petit 


was fined 5,000 pounds 
(612,500) last week by the 
English FA for making an 
obscene gesture to Aston 
Villa fans during a 
Premier League match 
last month. 

The FA’s disciplinary 
commission said it took 
into account Petit’s guilty 
plea and the level of provo- 
cation the Frenchman had 
suffered during the 1-1 
draw at Villa Park. 

Petit had complained he 


referee 


nian side Steaua 


returned after five minutes to 


had “racist comments” 
shouted at him before he 
made the one-fingered 
salute to Villa fans when he 
was substituted 20 minutes 
from the end of the match. 

The FA intends to write 
to the association represent- 
ing chief police officers 
asking them to take strong 
action against fans who 
abuse players: from the 
stands, 

Petit, who joined Arsenal 
before the 1997/98 season, 
has repeatedly complained 
about his treatment in the 
English game. 


Steaua 


Following calls by club presi- Piturca's decision (to leave the 
dent Viorel Paunescp, the team _ pitch) but ours 100,” he said. 


Striker 
Danciulescu backed his coach's 
decision: “It was not only 


rv 


Emmanuel Petit: Fined. 


After being charged with might.move back to the 
misconduct following the continent to escape the 
Villa game, he hinted he abuse he suffered. 


sack coach 


reek champions Olympiakos sacked 
Italian coach Alberto Bigon last 
week after disagreements between 
himself and the players, club officials said. 
The officials said Bigon’s presence was 
causing tension within the club, who head the 
Greek standings by a single point. 
The Italian was hired five months ago. 
Bigon was replaced by Yannis Matzourakis 
who has coached smaller Greek clubs in the 
past years. The officials said Matzourakis 
would probably be replaced at the end of the 
season with a better known coach from 
abroad, 


Tonel 


—__{$} aBsw {8}. 


Wembley rebuilding to be delayed 


he rebuilding of Wembley 

Stadium, centrepiece of 

England’s 2006 World Cup 
bid, may be delayed a year because 
its owners and the local council can- 
not agree on who should pay for 
improved transport links. 

The redevelopment of Wembley, 
which was built in 1923 and is due to 
be demolished later this year, can only 
go ahead with the approval of Brent 
Council, the local licensing authority. 

Brent have been studying a planning 
application for the stadium’s redevel- 
opment since November, but there are 
now doubts about whether the coun- 
cil’s planning committee will approve 
the new stadium when they meet on 
April 25. 

Brent Council spokesman Pascoe 
Sawyers said last week: 

“There have been a number of prob- 
lems relating to the road infrastructure, 
public transport and traffic manage- 
ment. 

“The two parties have been dis- 
cussing the issue, but there have been a 
number of objections to the plans as 
they stand and as the local authority we 


Wembley Stadium: Showplece restructure In delay. 


have to make sure there is a positive 
impact for the local community.” 

Any delay in Brent’s approval 
would be harmful to the 2006 bid. 
FIFA, world soccer’s governing body, 
decide on July 6 in Zurich which coun- 
try should host the finals. England are 
bidding against Brazil, Germany, 
Morocco and South Africa. 


Plans for the new stadium have 
already been changed a number of 
times and, while on paper it looks as 
though it will be one of the world’s 
great stadiums, there is no doubt road 
and rail links in the area need to be 
improved. 

Fans leaving the stadium by car face 
long delays in reaching main roads 


leading away from Wembley while 
those leaving the stadium by London 
Underground often have to wait for 
more than an hour just to get to the 
platform. 

The council maintain it is not their 
responsibilty to pay the 30 million 
pounds ($75 million) for improved 
transport links and want the stadium’s 
owners, Wembley National Stadium 
Limited, to pay. 

The owners claim they have no 
more money left in their 475 million 
pounds ($1.2 billion) budget ear- 
marked for building costs. 

They have hinted that if the April 25 
decision goes against them, they will 
appeal to the Department of the 
Environment to get the decision over- 
tured, which could delay the redevel- 
Opment programme for at least a year. 

Wembley’s current capacity of 
80,000 would be boosted to 90,000 
after the redevelopment. 

The last match due to be played at 
the present stadium is next 
September’s World Cup qualifier 
between England and Germany. 


fo Storm City 


huge image of Dutch midfielder Edgar Davids 
will be plastered on the Netherlands’ tallest 
ffice building as the Dutch begin to hype 
Euro 2000. 

Construction of the image, which will be the size of 
the Statue of Liberty, started last week and is expected to 
be completed in four to six weeks. 

Davids will be seen from the back and the front, creat- 
ing the impression he is storming through the 150-metre 
tall Rotterdam office of insurer Nationale-Nederlanden. 

The image will show panes of glass flying as Davids 
chases a football which has crashed through an adjacent 
90-metre tower. 

Some 3,000 kilos of vinyl will be used to make the 
4,500 separate panels for the image. 

Euro 2000, co-hosted with Belgium, runs from June 
10 to July 2. 


Edgar Davids: Statue of Liberty. 


nglish Premier 
League Middles- 
brough said last week 


they have accepted an invi- 
tation to play in a tourna- 
ment in Libya at the end of 
the season. 

Bryan Robson’s side will 
play two 45-minute games 
against local side Tripoli and 
Ttalian Serie A club Bari on 
May 17 to-mark the official 
opening of the Great Man 
River Stadium, 

Middlesbrough spokesman 
Dave Allan said; “We regard 
it as an honour to be invited 
for such an occasion.” 

Allan denied reports that 


Bryan ieee’ Libyan 


Middlesbrough would receive 
one million pounds ($2.5 mil- 
lion) for their appearance. 

“That figure is a gross 
exaggeration. The actual 
amount is a private matter 
between Middlesbrough and 
the Libyan Olympic Comittee 
who invited the club for the 
event.” 

Negotiations over the tour- 
nament began after Britain 
lifted trade sanctions on Libya 
following the handover for 
trial of two suspects charged 
with the 1988 bombing of a 
Pan Am flight which crashed 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, 
claiming 270 lives. 


JAMAICA APPOINT BRAZILIAN COACH 


razilian Sebastiao Lazaroni has 
Be in Jamaica to take up his 

post as head coach of the national 
team. 

His primary responsibility will be the 2002 
World Cup qualifying campaign which begins 
this year, 

Lazaroni is expected to leave shortly for 
Britain to meet with members of the Jamaica 
national team who are playing professionally 
in the English leagues. 

Lazaroni replaces compatriot Rene Simoes 
who resigned in February after five years as 
technical director of football. 

Simoes guided Jamaica to its first World 
Cup finals in France in 1998. Lazaroni has 
coached Brazilian giants Vasco da Gama and 
Italy’s Fiorentina, 


Sebastiao Lazaroni: Caribbean post. 


THE 


BETTING 
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FRENCHMAN LANDS FULHAM JOB 


n chosing Jean Tigana to become 

their coach at the end of the season, 

Fulham have picked one of the 
strongest personalities in French 
soccer, 

With Michel Platini, Alain Giresse and 
Luis Fernandez, he helped form the 
backbone of France’s magic midfield 
quartet of the early 1980's and although 
he was the least outspoken of the four, he 
also had a tough attitude to life, on and 
off the pitch. 

A tireless, gifted and hard working 
playmaker on the pitch, he never had the 
sheer class of Platini, the extrovert 
personality of Fernandez or the skills and 
kindness of Giresse. 

But as a player and, latterly as a coach, 
he always was a man of strong principles 
and values, believing more in 
commitment than flamboyance. 

Of those “magic four” who led France 
to win the European championship in 
1984, he became arguably the most 
successful as a coach. 

Fernandez took over at Paris St 


Germain and Athletic Bilbao with a 
degree of success but no titles, Platini 
took France to Euro 92 with mixed results 
and Giresse, who took Toulouse to the 
first division only lasted a few months as 
PSG’s coach last season. 

The 45-year-old Tigana is obviously 
taking advantage of the current trend for 
French managers in England which has 
proved so successful at Arsenal with 
Arsene Wenger and increasingly so at 
Liverpool with Gerard Houllier, 

But the Malian-born Tigana does not 
have the natural elegance of Wenger, his 
predecessor at Monaco, or- the 
schoolteacher looks and didactic attitude 
of Houllier. 

A man of few words, he has had “love 
me or leave me” relationships with his 
players at both clubs he coached — 
Olympique Lyon and Monaco — and 
acted as a natural leader expecting to be 
followed and obeyed at all costs, 

The approach paid off. Lyon were 
second in the league in 1995, their best 
ever first division finish and he took 


Monaco to their sixth French crown in 
1995. 

A man of instinct, he was led to make a 
few spectacular shifts in directions in his 
career. 

He left Monaco in acrimony, swearing 
that he would never again be fooled into 
coaching a leading soccer club. 

“Sincerely, 1 had a lot of offers from 
big European teams. | turned them all 
down,” he said. 

“But I never said I would not return. I 
always said I could leaye a club without 
asking for a penny and that’s what I did at 
Monaco. 

“J also said I was ready to Start again 
from scratch with a second division team 
for instance. In this case, I feel I’m true to 
my word,” he said, 

After leaving Monaco, Tigana had 
been suspected of waiting for the job as 
France’s manager to be available and his 
name topped the iist of would-be 
successors when Roger Lemerre was said 
tobe considering leaving, 

France’s qualification for the Euro 


CHEAPEST PRICES TO 
SOUTH AMERICA, 


EUROPE, USA & ASIA 


2000 finals ended the speculation, but it 
looks almost certain that he will one day 
take the reins of his national team. 


Jean Tigana: “Love me or leave 
me.” 


His life and playing career could 
account for the way his personality 
developped. 

Bom in Bamako in 1955, he grew up 
like Zinedine Zidane in the poor suburbs 
of Marseille, playing for Les Caillols, a 
small club which had another famous 
young player in their ranks — Eric 
Cantona. 

Small.and unimpressive physically — 
1.68 metres tall and weighing in at 62 


kilos — he struggled to be accepted as a 
great player, from his debut in Toulon to 
his rise as a world class player with 
Olympique Lyon. 

France’s manager Michel Hidalgo was 
very reluctant to give him his first cap in 
1980 against the Soviet Union, but he was 
quickly convinced and, despite a late 
international start at 25, Tigana stayed in 
the French squad until 1988, earning 52 
caps. 

At club level, he was a key player for 
the leading two clubs of his time, 
Marseille and Bordeaux. 

He cites his father as his main 
influence for warning him he would have 
to work twice as hard to make it to the top 
because of his origins. 

But despite his sometimes austere 
demeanour, Tigana also loves the good 
things in life — he owns a respected 
chateau in the Bordeaux vineyards — and 
with Mohamed Al Fayed, the owner of 
Harrods as his Fulham boss, he won’t 


- have any trouble finding some exquisitve 


French flare in the famous Harrods food 
halls to make him feel at home in 
England. 

More importantly though, he could be 
just the man to end Fulham's 32-year 
exile from the top division of English 
soccer. 

Tf he does that, he will become as much 
a hero in West London as he is in various 
soccer havens in France, 


‘SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 


HEAD OFFICE: 
15-17 Glebe Point Road, 
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eteran midfielder Thomas 

Hassler said last week that 

German national trainer Erich 
Ribbeck had told him there was no place 
for him in the squad travelling to Euro 
2000, 

“He told me I could go ahead and book 
my summer holidays,” Hassler said. 

Hassler, 33, earned the last of his 97 
caps at the 1998 World Cup. He had hoped 
a string of impressive performances with 
his club TSV 1860 Munich would win him 
a place in the squad for Euro 2000 in 
Belgium and the Netherlands from June 10 
to July 2. 

“He has picked his 14 first-choice 
players and he doesn’t want to just leave 
me on the bench. I finally have clarity and 
Tam sad rather than angry.” 

Hassler said previously he was 
considering ending his international career 


HASSLER T0 MISS EURO 2000 


as he was tired of having no firm news 
from Ribbeck with the finals: fast 


approaching. 


Thomas Hassler: Holidays booked. 


available if someone was injured: in the 
meantime, as Ribbeck had asked. 


He said he would make himself 


FRENGH AMATEURS MAKE CUP HISTORY 


urth division 
| amateurs Calais 
made French Cup 


history by reaching the 
final last week. 

Calais, who upset 
teigning league champions 
Girondins Bordeaux 3-1 
after extra time in their 
semifinal at Lens, became 
the first amateur team to 
reach the final. 

They meet holders Nantes 
in the final at the Stade de 
France on May 7. 


Calals’ Vasseur and Bordeax’s Zian tussle In the 
amateur’s historic victory. 


England should host World Cup + Cantona 


rmer French international 
Eric Cantona said last week 
that England should host the 
2006 World Cup. 

“It should be played in England 
because it is the country of football. 
They have the best fans in the world,” 
the former Manchester United striker 
said. 

“They understand football and that is 
very important.” 

The mercurial Cantona, who won the 
league title with United in 1993 and the 
double in 1994 as the team set off on a 
period of prolonged domination in 
English soccer, is in Dubai to compete 
in an international beach soccer 
tournament. 


Hard Man Hits Hollywoo 


nglish soccer’s 
hardman turned actor 
Vinnie Jones is moving 


to Hollywood to break into the 
big time, Britain’s top-selling 
Sun tabloid reported last week. 

Tt said film bosses had told 
Jones that if he wanted to make a 
career of acting after his hit role 
in “Lock, Stock and Two 
Smoking Barrels”, he would 
have to move to Hollywood, 

The former Wimbledon, 
Chelsea and Queens Park 
Rangers midfielder was quitting 
Britain for an 8,000-pound- 
($20,000)-a month Beverly Hills 
mansion, the Sun said. 

“At the Oscars two weeks ago 
he was told by executives that if 
he wanted to be considered for 
more roles he had to relocate, 

He has jumped at the chance,” 
an unidentified friend was 
quoted as saying. 

Jones, 35, who decided to 
Tetire from soccer last year, 
played nine times for Wales but 
was never a key figure in the 
international game. However, he 
was well known in England for 
his numerous sending-offs and 


tough guy image. 


Denis Irwin: Re-signed. 


) to wait until the end of the season before 


=} number of clubs are interested in signing 


Asked about United’s prospects of 
retaining the European Cup, Cantona 
said his former club were “by far the 
best team in Europe”. 

The experience of winning the 
celebrated “treble” last year would 
improve their chances of success this 
year. “I bet on Manchester United. 
Now they are older they have 
confidence,” he said. 

Cantona said he had had no regrets 
over his decision to quit the game in 
1997, 

“I have done some good things and 
some bad things but I don’t regret 
anything. It’s a long life, there are so ~ 
many things to do.” Eric Cantona: “England has the 

best fans in the world.” 


to quit Uruguay 


ruguay coach Daniel Passarella has 

threatened to resign because he says he 

does not have enough time to prepare 
his team for their World Cup qualifiers, 

The Argentine, who led his own country to the 
last World Cup, is furious at a ruling over the 
release of his European-based players from their 
clubs. 

FIFA, soccer’s 
world governing 
body, ruled last 
month that the clubs 
need only release 
their 
American players 
three days before 
World Cup 
qualifying matches, 
which Passarella 
says is totally 
insufficient to train & 
his team. 

“When I took on 
this responsibility the rules were different,” he 
said. “I don’t have the material to prepare the car 
and run the race.” 

Passarella, who felt he could not justify earning 
such a high salary with so little time to work with 
his team, said he would announce his decision 
after Uruguay’s next qualifying game against 
Paraguay on April 26. 

Unuguay, who last qualified for the World Cup 
finals in 1990, beat Bolivia 1-0 in their opening 
match last month. ‘ 


Daniel Passarella 


efender Denis Irwin. 
Manchester United’s longest- 
serving player, is set to sign a 
new one-year deal that will keep him 
at Old Trafford until the end of next 
season, the chub said last week. 

The 34-year-old Republic of Ireland 
fullback, who joined United from 
Oldham in 1990, is expected to sign the 
extension to his contract this week. 

But striker Teddy Sheringham is likely 


deciding whether to stay at the reigning 
English and European champions and FA 
Cup holders. 

Sheringham has been unable to 
command a regular place in United’s 
Starting line-up and his agent says a 


Teddy Sheringham: Future on 


the former England striker, hold, 


4 Passarella threat | 
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ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Leeds United 0 Arsenal 4, Wimbledon 1 Liverpool 2, 
Coventry City 2 Middlesbrough 1, Derby County 1 
West Ham United 2, Everton 4 Bradford City 0, 
Manchester United 4 Sunderland 0, Newcastle 
United 0 Leicester City 2, Sheffield Wednesday 1 
Chelsea 0, Southampton 2 Watford 0, Tottenham 
Hotspur 2 Aston Villa 4. 


PWODLFEF A Ps 
1,Manchester Utd 33 23 7 3 84 39 16 
2. Liverpool 33:19 8 6 51 25 65 
3, Arsenal 32:18 6 8 60 32 60 
4. Leeds United 33 19 3 11 49 39 60 
5. Chelsea 33 16 10 7 43 28 58 
6. Aston Villa 4 15 10 9 41 29 55 
7. Sunderland 3314 9 10 52 51 51 
8. West Ham United 33 14 9 10 46 49 51 
9. Everton 34 12 12 10 58 45 48 
10. Leicester City 32 13 6 13 46 47 45 
11. Newcastle Utd 33 12 7 14 53 48 43 
12. Tottenham Hotspur 33 12 7 14 49 44 43 
13, Middlesbrough 33 12 7 14 39 48 43 
14. Coventry City 34s 8 «15 43 45 41 
15, Southampton’ 33 Il 7 15 41 55 40 
16. Derby County 33,8 8 17 37 48 32 
17. Wimbledon 47 «ll s«16 44 65 «32 
18. Sheff Wednesday 33 7 6 20 30 58 27 
19. Bradford City 336 .8 19 29 61 26 
20. Watford 33.5 5 23 28 67 20 
LEADING SCORERS 


27 - Kevin Phillips (Sunderland) 

19 - Alan Shearer (Newcastle United), Andy Cole 
(Manchester United) 

17 - Dwight Yorke (Manchester United) 

15 - Michael Bridges (Leeds United) 

14 - Steffen Iversen (Tottenham Hotspur) 

13 - Paolo Di Canio (West Ham United), Niall Quinn 
(Sunderland) 

12 - Kevin Campbell (Everton), Robbie Keane 
(Coventry City), Chris Armstrong (Tottenham), Paulo 
Wanchope (West Ham United), Thierry Henry (Arsenal) 
11 - Hamilton Ricard (Middlesbrough), Michael Owen 
(Liverpool), Dion Dublin (Aston Villa), Marians Pahars 


NATIONWIDE DIVISION TWO 


Blackpool 0 Scunthorpe 2, Brentford 1 Millwall 3, 
Bristol Rovers 0 Preston 2, Bury 1 Chesterfield 1, 
Cardiff 0 Cambridge 4, Gillingham 2 Wigan 1, Notts 
County 1 Reading 2, Oldham P Stoke P, Oxford 1 
Burnley 2, Wrexham 1 Bournemouth 0, Wycombe 3 
Colchester 0, 


PWODLF A Po 
1 Preston 42 25 11 6 68 33 8 
2 Wigan 42 21 15 6 6 34 78 
3 Millwall 42 22 12 8 68 41 78 
4 Bristol Rovers 42 22 10 10 64 40 76 
5 Bumley 41 21 13 7 58 38 76 
6 Gillingham 40 21 9 10 66 44 72 
7 Stoke 41 19 13 9 6 40 70 
8 Notts County 42 18 10 14 58 48 64 
9 Bristol City 41 13 18 10 51 47 57 
10 Luton 41 16 8 17 57 59 56 
11 Wycombe 42 14 13 15 SI 49 55 
-12 Oldham 41 15 10 16 45 49 55 
13 Reading 42 14 13 15 53 60 55 
14 Bournemouth 42 16 6 20 54 56 54 
15 Brentford 42 13 11 18 44 55 50 
16 Wrexham 42 13 11 18 % 61 50 
17 Bury 4) 11 16 14 53 56 49 
18 Colchester 42 13 9 2 53 76 48 
19 Cambridge 42 11 12 19 60 58 45 
20 Oxford 42 11 7 24 38 69 40 
21 Scunthorpe 42.9 12 21 39 67 39 
22 Cardiff 4.7 17 17 40 58 38 
23 Blackpool 42 7 15 20 42 70 36 
24 Chesterfield ADS Sets 23627 S528 


NATIONWIDE DIVISION THREE 


Brighton 1 Rotherham 1, Carlisle 0 Macclesfield 1, 
Cheltenham 0 York 1, Darlington 0 Northampton 1, 
Halifax 1 Barnet 2, Hartlepool 2 Lincoln 0, Leyton 
Orient | Chester 2, Mansfield 0 Hull City 1, 
Peterborough 3 Exeter 1, Plymouth 1 Swansea 0, 
Shrewsbury 2 Rochdale 4 Southend P Torquay P. 


PWODLF A Ps 
(Southampton), Nwankwo Kanu (Arsenal) 
10 - Tony Cottee (Leicester City), Emile Heskey 1 Rotherham GEE AO ING! Bh tt 
(Liverpool, 7 for Leicester City) Bete Ce ies a Es 
9 - Tore Andre Flo (Chelsea), Carl Cort (Wimbledon), > Darlington CE UES BIG a, 
Titi Camara (Liverpool), Harry Kewell (Leeds United), 4 Northampton 42 21 7 14 56 44° 70 
Patrik Berger (Liverpool), Paul Scholes (Manchester 5 Peterborough 41 19 1 11 58 50 68 
United), Gary McAllister (Coventry City), Ole Gunnar © Barnet 42 19 10 13 52 49 67 
Solskjaer (Manchester United) 7 Cheltenham 42 19 9 14 48 38 66 
8 - John Hartson (Wimbledon), Davor Suker (Arsenal), 8 Hartlepool! 42 19 8 15 54 46 65 
Nicky Barmby (Everton), 9 Plymouth 42 16 16 10 52 44 64 
10 Rochdale 41 17 12 12 52 46 63 
NATIONWIDE DIVISION ONE 11 Macclesfield 42 17 10 15 61 55 61 
12 Torquay 41 16 12 13 53 46 60 
Birmingham 0 Nottm Forest 1, Blackbur 1 Portsmouth _!3 Brighton 42 15 14 13 61 45 59 
1, Crewe 2 QPR 1, Fulham 4 Sheff Utd 0, Grimsby 1 14 Hull City 42°14 14 14 41 36 56 
Man City 1, Norwich | Wolverhampton 0, Port Vale 2 15 Lincoln 42 14 13 15 66 64 55 
Barnsley 2, Stockport 0 Ipswich 1, Swindon 3 Tranmere 16 Mansfield 2 16 7 19 48 60 55 
1, Walsall 2 Crystal Palace 2, West Brom 4 Bolton 4: 17 Halifax 42 14 9 19 41 52 51 
; 18 Southend 41 13 11 17 48 55 50 
P F A Pts 
Chariton 7 i : 2 Teese qoe ons 42 11 14 17 37 SI 47 
2 Man City 2 23 10 9 69 37 79  20LeytonOrient 42:12:10 20 42. 50. 46 
3 Ipswich 2 2 12 & 64 38 73 21 Exeter 42 10 10 22 42 67 40 
nemslet 42 2 10 10 84 61 76  22Catlisle 42.9 10 B41 71 37 
5 Huddersfield 42.20 11 11 60 49 71 23 Chester 42.9 8 2 41 76 35 
6 Birmingham 2 2 10 12 61 43 79 24 Shrewsbury 427 13 22 34 61 34 
7 Wolverhampton 42 38 11 13 57 46 65 
eethes Peo ema aa sie ee SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
he 2 45 36 63 ; 
Fa We 42 ie . i a a 60 Motherwell 2 Kilmamock 0, Aberdeen 1 Hearts 2, 
1LQPR n mm 16 2 55 50 58 Celtic 2 Dundee 2, Dundee United 0 Rangers 2, 
12 Norwich TONS eG aks Vp) ts oat URSHAENSIL UE a 
13 Sheff Utd 42 13 12 17 55 66 SI eee. 
14 Tranmere 4B 117 51 6150p Re ek open 
15 Portsmouth 42 13 10 19 51 59 49 eal satiate’ yi taneaeas? 
16 Grimsby 42 13 10 19 39 63 49 sak Bh ee eas ase 
17 Nottm Forest 4 12 12 18 47 52 48 ane . a : Fees eeay 
18CrystalPalace 42.«11«1S:s«*6G «53 62-48 NOES da Pg DES 
19 Stockport 421i (eegiGwicu Okt Siem etree AV FID ei: As 
20 Crewe 42. 12.8. 2: 30). Olathe, Damn a eaten ae 
21 West Brom 42% 1K 16,3857 42, Mebpndee olted AO 1h bake 
22 Walsall 42 9 13 20 49 72-49 8. Dundee 0 9 5 16 39 57 32 
23 Port Vale 417 14 20 46 62.35 9- Kilmarnock 31 6 13. 12 32-41 31 
24 Swindon 42 7 il 24 34 70 32 10. Aberdeen 2 6 6 17 33.72 24 
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Excludes Monday games : 


LEADING SCORERS 

25 - Mark Viduka (Celtic) 

16 - Rod Wallace (Rangers) 

14 - Billy Dodds (Rangers, 9 for Dundee United), 
Jorg Albertz (Rangers) 

12 - Gary McSwegan (Hearts) 

1] - Willie Falconer (Dundee) 

10 - John Spencer (Motherwell), Nathan Lowndes (St 
Johnstone), 

9 - Michael Mols (Rangers), Kenny Miller 
(Hibernian), Eyal Berkovic (Celtic), Russell Latapy 
(Hibernian) 

8 - Colin Cameron (Hearts), Arild Stavyrum 
(Aberdeen), Mark Burchill (Celtic), Mixu Paatelainen 
(Hibernian), Lee McCulloch (Motherwell) 

7 - Henrik Larsson (Celtic), Christophe Cocard 
(Kilmamock) 

6 - Jonatan Johannson (Rangers), Lubomir Moravcik 
(Celtic), 

Joaquim Ferraz (Dundee United), Thomas Johnson 
(Celtic), Darren Jackson (Hearts), Dirk Lehmann 
(Hibernian). 


SCOTTISH FIRST DIVISION 


Dunfermline 6 Clydebank 0, Falkirk 1 Raith 0, 
Inverness CT 1 Airdrie 5, Livingston | St Mirren 2, 
G Morton | Ayr 2. 


PWODLF A Pt 
1 St Mirren 33 21 7 5 70 33 70 
2 Dunfermline 33 18 11 4 63 30 65 
3 Falkirk 3319 6 8 60 35 63 
4 Raith 3317 7 9 S54 34 58 
5 Livingston 33 16 7 10 52 43 55 
6 Inverness CT 33 12 9 12 52 51 45 
7 Ayr 3310 7 16 37 44 37 
8 G Morton 33 8 6 19 40 59 30 
9 Airdrie 33.7 7 19 29 66 28 
10Clydebank 33 °1 5 2717 79 8 


SCOTTISH SECOND DIVISION 


Alloa 4 Stranraer 0, Arbroath 1 Hamilton 1,-Clyde 7 
Stenhousemuir 0, Partick 1 Stirling 1, Queen of 
South 0 Ross County 3. 


PWODUL F A Pts 
1 Clyde 33:17 11 5 59 32 62 
2 Alloa 33 14 13 6 49 36 55 
3 Ross County 33.16 7 10 49 36 55 
4 Partick 33 12 10 11 40 38 46 
5 Arbroath 33.10 14 9 47 47 44 
6 Stranraer 33.7 «18 8 41 41 39 
7 Hamilton 2 8 13 11 36 40 37 
8 Stirling 33 10 7 16 58 68 37 
9 Stenhousemuir 32.9 7 16 40 SS 34 


10Queen of South 33 7 8 18 41 67 29 


SCOTTISH THIRD DIVISION 


East Fife 1 Brechin 1, Albion 0 Cowdenbeath 3, 
Berwick 3 East Stirling 0, Dumbarton 0 Forfar 0, 
Montrose 0 Queens Park 2. 


P WOLF A Ps 
1 Berwick 33:18 8 7 SL 2 & 
2 Queens Park eep lige 2 ae KIER CO) 
3 Forfar 33:16 9 8 61 37 357 
4 East Fife 33 15 8 10 40 36 53 
5 Cowdenbeath 33 14 8 Il 53 37 50 
6 Dumbarton 33 14 7 12 50 48 49 
7 East Stirling 33 11 7 15 27 45 40 
8 Montrose oO er melee Ao) 
9 Brechin 33. 8 8 17 38 48 32 
10 Albion 99) 5) 5.2331. 729.20, 


ITALIAN SERIE A 


Bari 3 Lecce 1; Cagliari 0 Reggina 1, Inter Milan 1 
Juventus 2, Parma 3 Venezia 1, Perugia 2 Piacenza 0, 
AS Roma 2 Bologna 0, Torino 2 AC Milan 2, 
Fioreritina 3 Lazio 3, Verona 2 Udinese 2, 


PWODLF A Ps 
J. Juventus 30 19 8 3 44 17 65 
2 Lazio 3017-9 «4 53 29 60 
3, Parma 30 15 8 7 48 35. 53 
4-AC Milan 3013 12 5 57 38 51 


5. AS Roma 30:14 8 8 SS 3 SO 
6. Inter Milan 30 14 7 9 St 3h 49 
7. Udinese 30 12:9 9 53 40 45 
8. Fiorentina 30 10 12 8 38 37 42 
9. Reggina 3 9 12:9 2% 4 39 
10, Perugia 30 11 6 13 32 46 39 
11. Verona 30 9 10 11 33 40 37 
12. Bologna 30 8 I I 25 32 35 
13. Bari 30 9 7 14 32 44 34 
14. Lecce 30 8 10 12 2% 40 34 
15. Torino 30 6 13 30 43 29 
16. Venezia 3 6 17 26 51 25 
17. Piacenza 304 18 17 39 20 
18. Cagliari 30 03 «1 16 25 47 20 


LEADING SCORERS 

21 - Hernan Crespo (Parma), Andriy Shevchenko 
(AC Milan) 

18 - Gabriel Batistuta (Fiorentina) 

17 - Vincenzo Montella (AS Roma): 

15 - Filippo Inzaghi (Juventus) 

14 - Cristiano Lucarelli (Lecce), Marco Ferrante 
(Torino) 

13 - Christian Vieri (Inter Milan) 

12 - Roberto Muzzi (Udinese) 

1T - Marcelo Salas (Lazio), Oliver Bierhoff (Milan), 
Marco Delvecchio (Roma) 

10 - Giuseppe Signori (Bologna), Mohamed Kallon 
(Reggina) 

9 - Alvaro Recoba (Inter), Stefano Fiore (Udinese), 
Filippo Maniero (Venezia) 

8 - Nicola Amoruso (Perugia), Francesco Totti 
(Roma). 

7 - Patrick Mboma (Cagliari), Alessandro. Del Piero 
(Juventus), Martin Joergensen (Udinese) 

6 - Yksel Osmanovski (Bari), Daniele Berretta 
(Cagliari), Ivan Zamorano (Inter), Darko Kovacevic 
(Juventus), Sinisa Mihajlovic, Juan Veron (Lazio), 
David Sesa (Lecce), Zvonimir Boban (Milan), 
Renato Olive (Perugia), Roberto Carlos Sosa 
(Udinese), Maurizio Ganz (Venezia), Domenico 
Morfeo (Verona) 


SPANISH PRIMERA LIGA 


Atletico Madrid 2 Malaga 2, Celta Vigo 0 Numancia 
0, Espanyol 3 Real Betis:0, Racing Santander 1 
Valladolid 1, Rayo Vallecano 2 Deportivo Coruna 0, 
Real Mallorca 2 Alaves 0, Real Sociedad 4 Athletic 
Bilbao 1, Real Oviedo 3 Barcelona 0, Real Zaragoza 
0 Real Madrid 1, Sevilla 1 Valencia 2. 


PWODLF A Ps 
1, DeportivoCoruna 33 19° 4 10 59 40 61 
2. Real Madrid 33 14 14 5 52 42 56 
3. Barcelona 33:17 S11 @ 42 56 
4. Real Zaragoza 331014 41381 6 S233 B55: 
5. Valencia 33 14 9 10 48 37 5! 
6. Alaves 33 14 9"40.35 33 51 
7. Espanyol 33 12 10 11 St 41 46 
8. Rayo Vallecano 33 13 7 +13 44 44 46 
9. Celta Vigo 33:13 6 +14 40 39 45 
10. Real Mallorca 3312 8 13 42 41 44 
11. Valladolid 33 LW Il WM 32 39 44 
12. Malaga 33 10 13 10 49 44 43 
13. Real Sociedad 33. 10 12 11 39 41 42 
14. Athletic Bilbao © 33:«10:«A 12 42 S4 41 
15. Numancia 33 10 10 13 40 $2 40 
16. Racing Santander 33° 9 12 12 45 45 39 


17. Real Oviedo. 33.9 10.14 37 4 37 
18. Real Betis 33-9 9 15 28 48 36 
19, Atletico Madrid 33 8 9 16 43 55 33 
20. Sevilla 33.5 12 16 37 54 27 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


Bayer Leverkusen'4 Arminia Bielefeld 1, SpVgg 
Unterhaching 1 Hansa’Rostock 1, Hamburg SV 0 
Werder Bremen 0, Kaiserslautern 1 Eintracht 
Frankfurt 0, MSV Duisburg 2 Borussia Dortmund 2, 
Bayer Munich 1 TSV 1860 Munich 2, VfB Stuttgart 
1.SC Freiburg 0, Schalke 04 O SSV Ulm 0, Hertha 
Berlin 0 VfL Wolfsburg 0. 


1 
1. Bayer Leverkusen 30 18 
2. Bayern Munich 30 18 
3. Hamburg SV 30 15 
4, TSV 1860 Munich 30 13 


F 
65 32 64 
62: 
SOBs Ise 
49.43 47 


asrso 
wuuane 


5. Hertha Berlin 30 12 108 3741 46 
6. Kaiserslautern 30 144 12 4451 46 
7. Werder Bremen 30 12 8 10 59 45 44 
8. VEL Wolfsburg 30 10 137 46 49 43 
9. VEB Stuttgart 30 13 4 13 35 40 43 
10. SpVgg Unter. 30 10 8 12 37 38 38 
IL. Schalke 04 30 8 139 38 37 37 
12. Borussia Dort. SOR 7 p12 S16 350350 33 
13. SC Freiburg 30 8 9 13 40 46 33 
14, Hansa Rostock 30 6 14 10 37 51 32 
15. SSV Ulm 30 8 8 14 31 53 32 
16. Eintracht 30 9 5 16 32 39 30 
17. Arminia Bielefeld 30 5 8 17 33 55 23 
18. MSV Duisburg 30 4 9 17 35 60 21 


Note: Eintracht Frankfurt deducted two Points for 
financial irregularities by German Soccer Federation. 


LEADING SCORERS 

16 - Martin Max (TSV 1860 Munich) 

15 - Ulf Kirsten (Bayer Leverkusen) 

13 - Ebbe Sand (Schalke 04) 

12 - Ailton (Werder Bremen), Jonathan Akpoborie 
(VEL Wolfsburg), Michael Preetz (Hertha Berlin) 

Il - Marco Bode (Werder Bremen), Youri Djorkaeff 
(Kaiserslautern), Elber (Bayern Munich) 

10 - Andrze} Juskowiak (VfL Wolfsburg), Paulo 
Sergio (Bayern Munich), Adel Sellimi (SC Freiburg) 


DUTCH FIRST DIVISION 


Graafschap Doetinchem 0 Feyenoord 1, Ajax 
Amsterdam 4 AZ Alkmaar 1, PSV Eindhoven 1 
Cambuur Leeuwarden 0, Den Bosch 1 NEC Nijmegen 
1, Heerenveen 3 Fortuna Sittard 0, MVV Maastricht 0 
RKC Waalwijk 1, Roda JC Kerkrade 3 Willem I 
Tilburg 4, Vitesse Amhem 4 Twente Enschede iby 


Utrecht 3 Sparta Rotterdam 1. 

P WDLFA Pts 
1, PSV Eindhoven 30 23 3 4 91 22 72 
2. Heerenveen 30 193 8 5633 60 
3, Ajax Amsterdam 29 17 5 7 68 43 56 
4. Vitesse Amhem 30 16 8 6 6140 56 
5. Feyenoord 30 16 8 6 5737 56 
6. Twente Enschede 30 15 11 4 49 30 56 
7. AZ Alkmaar 30 16 4 10 62 50 52 
8. Roda JC Kerkrade 30 13 7 10 53 44 46 
9. Willem [Tilburg 30 12 7 11 47 56 43 
10. Utrecht 30 13 3 14 51 54 42 
11. RKC Waalwijk 30 11 5 14 3957 38 
12, Sparta Rotterdam 30 10 4 16 44 62 34 
13. Graafschap 30 8 8 14 35 47 32 
14, Fortuna Sittard 30 8 7 15 39 50 31 
15. NEC Nijmegen 30 6 6 18 3456 24 
16.MVV Maastricht 30 5 6 19 35 64 21 
17. Den Bosch 29.3 8 18 26 69 17 
18.Cambuur Leeu. 30 3 7 20 2761 16 


LEADING SCORERS 

29 - Ruud van Nistelrooy (PSV Eindhoven) 

22 - Pierre van Hooijdonk (Vitesse Amhem) 

17- Anthony Lurling (Heerenveen) 

16 - Amold Bruggink (PSV), Luc Nilis (PSV) 

Jan Vennegoor of Hesselink (Twente Enschede), John 
Bosman (AZ Alkmaar) 

14 - Nikos Machlas (Ajax Amsterdam), Bob Peeters 
(Roda JC Kerkrade) 

13 - Richard Knopper (Ajax) 


FRENCH FIRST DIVISION 


MONACO HAVE WON THIS YEARS LEAGUE 
TITLE 
Nantes 0 Olympique Marseille 0, Racing Strasbourg 1 
Sedan 1, Girondins Bordeaux 3 Le Havre 0, Troyes 2 
AJ Auxerre 0, Monaco 2 Nancy 2, Metz 1 Bastia a5 
Stade Rennes | Montpellier 3, Paris St Germain 4 
Racing Lens 1, Olympique Lyon 0 St-Etienne 0, 
P WODLF A Pts 


1, Monaco 3195 7 6231 @ 
2. Olympique Lyon 31 15 7 9 38 35 52 
3. Paris StGermain 31 149 8 4737 51 
4. Girondins Bord. 31 14 8 9 48 36 50 
5. Bastia MoU NG 4034 44 
6. Sedan 31 12 8 1 3040 4 
7. AJ Auxerre 31 127 12 3135 43 
8. Racing Strasbourg 31 127 12 41 48 43 
9, St-Btienne 31 119 UL 4t 44 42 
10, StadeRennes 31-11 7-«13 42 43-40 
Il. RacingLens = 31«11-7-—«13-:33: 37-40 
12. Olympiqie Mars. 31 9 12 10 39 39 39 


13. Troyes 31 12 3 16 32 47 39 
14, Metz 31.7 «#177 3429 38 
15, Nantes 31 107 14 36 38 37 
16. Nancy 319 8 14 36 42 35 
17, Le Havre 3169 7 15 28 44 34 
18. Montpellier 317 9 15 36 45 30 


LEADING SCORERS 

20 - David Trezeguet (Monaco), Sonny Anderson 
(Olympique Lyon) 

17 - Marco Simone (Monaco) 

1S - Christian (Paris St Germain) Shabani Nonda 
(Stade Rennes) ‘ 

13 - Alex (St Etienne), Lilian Laslandes (Girondins 
Bordeaux), Antoine Sibierski (Nantes) 

12 - Sylvain Wiltord (Girondins Bordeaux), Stephane 
Guivare’h (AJ Auxerre), Tony Cascarino (Nancy) 

10 - Frederic Nee (Bastia) 


BELGIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Anderlecht 1 Ghent 2, Verbroedering Geel 3 Mechelen 

0, Harelbeke 3 Westerlo 1, Club Bruges 3 Beveren 1, 

Eendracht Aalst 1 Genk 3, Lommel 1 Lierse 0, Sint- 

Truiden 0 Excelsior Mouscron 0, Lokeren 1 Charleroi 

1, Germinal Beerschot 2 Standard Liege 0. 
P 


WDLFA Pts 
1, Anderlecht 31 208 3 7934 68 
2. Club Bruges 31 19 4 8 65 30 61 
3. Ghent 31 18 3 10 7049 57 
4. Standard Liege 31 17 2 12 62 46 53 
5. Excelsior Mouscron 31 15 7 9 65 44 52 
6. Germinal Beerschot 31 15 7 9 52 40 52 
7, Lierse 31 14 7 10 62 43 49 
8. Genk 31 14 6 il 5753 48 
9. Westerlo 31 13 8 10 58 63 47 
10. Mechelen 31125 14 46 64 41 
11. Lokeren 31 10 10 11 4955 40 
12. Bendracht Aalst 31 11 3 17 51 65 36 
13. Beveren 31.9 8 14 45 56 35 
14, Harelbeke 31 9 5 17 5065 32 
15, Sint-Truiden 31 8 7 16 3457 31 
16, Verbroedering Geel31 5 12 14 30 53 27 
17, Charleroi 31 5 9 17 35 61 24 
18. Lommel 314 «Wl 16 29 61 23 


NOTE: Belgian FA changed result of Harelbeke v 
Beveren match on January 23, wich Harelbeke had 
won 6-3, to a 5-0 win for Beveren as Harelbeke field- 
ed an ineligible player. The decision is subject to 
appeal. 


LEADING SCORERS 

27 - Ole-Martin Aarst (Ghent) 

24 - Toni Brogno (Westerlo) 

19 - Jan Koller (Anderlecht) 

18 - David Paas (Harelbeke) 

15 - Eric Van Meir (Lierse) Marcin Zewlakow 
(Excelsior Mouscron) 


PORTUGUESE PREMIER LEAGUE 


Maritimo 0 Uniao Leiria 0, Benfica 2 Belenenses 3; 
Salgueiros 2 Campomaiorense 1, Vitoria Setubal 0 
Braga 2, Gil Vicente 4 Rio Ave 0, Sporting Lisbon 1 
Vitoria Guimaraes 0, Santa Clara 0 Porto 2, Farense | 
Alverca 2. 


P WDLFA Pts 
1.Sporting Lisbon 30 20 8 2 49 20 68 
2. Porto 30 206 4 56 19 66 
3, Benfica 30 18 6 6 5130 60 
4, Gil Vicente 30 13.9 8 4429 48 
5. Vitoria Guimaraes 30 14 5 11 43 32 47 
6. Boavista 29 13 6 10 32.27 45 
7. Maritimo 30 11 118 33:29 44 
8.Estrela Amadora 29 8 147 31 28 38 
9. Belenenses 30 8 139 3333 37 
10. Braga 30 11 4 15 38 40 37 
11. Alverca 30 10 7 13 36 43 37 
12, Uniao Leiria = «30 8s«1:«1-26:29 «35 
13, Farense 30 7 10 13 3054 31 
14. Rio Ave 30 7 9 14 2945 30 
15, Salgueiros 30 8 6 16 2441 30 
16. Vitoria Setubal 30 8 5 17 22.43 29 
17. Campomaiorense 30 7 6 17 27 47 27 
18, Santa Clara 30 5 10 15°29 44 25 


ROMANIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Ceablaul Piatra Neamt 0 Steaua Bucharest 2, Astra 
Plojesti 1 Otelul Galati 1, Rapid Bucharest 4 Dinamo 


Bucharest 0, FCM Bacau 1 Arges Pitesti 0, 
Universitatea Craiova 3 Gloria Bistrita 1, Farul 
Constanta 2 Petrolul Ploiesti 1, CSM Resita 0 
Extensiv Craiova 0, Onesti 1 Rocar Bucharest 5, 
National Bucharest 2 Brasov 0. 

P OW 
1. Dinamo Bucharest 29 23 
2, Rapid Bucharest 29 18 
3. Ceahlaul Piatra 29mm o} 
4. Steaua Bucharest 29 15 
5. Arges Pitesti 29 «14 
6. Gloria Bistrita 29 «14 
7, National Bucharest 29 13 


FPROWAMAHUARIANUWUUEY 
Ss 


8. Astra Ploiesti 29 12 39 34 43 
9. Otelul Galati 29013) 12 45 40 43 
10. FCM Bacau 2012) 11 31 3t 42 
11. Petrolul Ploiesti 29 11 13 41 45 38 
12. Brasoy 29 11 15 42 41 36 
13, Farul Constanta 29 11 12 35 41 39 
14, Rocar Bucharest 29 12 16 43 47 37 
15. Universitatea 29 10 13 33 33 36 
16. Onesti 29 8 18 3171 27 
17. CSM Resita 25S) 16 32 58 23 
18. Extensiv Craiova 29 4 21 22 54 16 


GREEK FIRST DIVISION 


Panionios Athens 1 Kavala 1, Proodeftiki Piraeus 1 
Trikala 0, Ethnikos Astir Athens 1 Aris Thessaloniki 
0, Apollon Athens 1 Kalamata 2, Iraklis Thessaloniki 
3 Tonikos 2, Panachaiki Patras 1 ABK Athens ih 
Paniliakos Pyrgos 0 Olympiakos Piraeus 3. 

P WDLFA Ps 


L.Olympiakos 28 232 2 7517 74 
2.Panathinaikos 27 214 «1 «71:18 70 
3.0FI 27 149 4 45 33 51 
4.AEK 28 14 5 8 5135 45 
SiIraklis 28 12 4 11 49 45 43 
6.Panionios 28 13:1 13 43 47 41 
7.Aris 28 117 8 3935 40 
8.PAOK 27:10 9 8 45 35 39 
9.Xanthi 27 10 8 9 3033 38 
10.[onikos 28 9 108 36 39 37 
11.Kalamata 28.7 8 12 25 39 32 
12.Paniliakos 28.9 4 14 3237 31 
13.Ethnikos Astir 28 8 4 15 28 39 31 
14,Panachaiki 28.7 °9 11 315i 31 
15.Kavala 28 8 5 14 29 48 30 
16.Proodeftiki 284 7 16 2241 22 
17.Apollon 28 4 6 17 19 43 18 
18.Trikala 28.4 6 17 2456 18 


YUGOSLAV FIRST DIVISION 


Mogren Budva 4 Obilic Belgrade 0, OFK Beograd 
Belgrade 3 Spartak Subotica 0, Rad Belgrade 2 
Radnicki Nis 1, Zemun Belgrade 0 Partizan Belgrade 
3, Zeleznik Belgrade 1 Cukaricki Belgrade 2, Red Star 
Belgrade 3 Hajduk Belgrade 0, Borac Cacak 0 Proleter 
Zrenjanin 1, Milicionar Belgrade 0 Vojvodina Novi 
Sad 0, Sartid Smederevo 4 Hajduk Kula 0, Buducnost 


Podgorica 0 Sutjeska Niksic 0. 

P WDLFA Ps 
1. Red Star Belgrade 33 26 6 1 6917 84 
2. Partizan Belgrade 33 26 4 3 91 25 82 
3. Obilic Belgrade 33245 4 58 26 17 
4, Rad Belgrade 33 15 8 10 50 37 53 
5. Sutjeska Niksic 34.13 9 12 41 43 48 
6. OFK Beograd 33 12 10 11 48 46 46 
7. Radnicki Nis 3414-4 16 42 41 46 
8. Buducnost Podg. 33 13 6 14 39 34 45 
9. Zeleznik Belgrade 33 12 9 12 43 39 45 
10. Cukaricki Belg, 33 12 9 12 3235 45 
Il. Milicionar Belg, 34 12 8 16 43 44 44 
12. Zemun Belgrade 33 11 9 13 38 46 42 
13. VojvodinaNovi 33 11 8 14 43 43 41 
14, Radnicki 33 10 11 12 26 34 41 
15. Sartid Smederevo 34 11 7 16 33 40 40 
16. Proleter Zrenjanin 33 10 9 14 31 39 39 
17. Mogren Budva 34 (115 18 34 58 38 
18, Hajduk Kula 33 10 7 16 26 38 37 
19. Hajduk Belgrade 33 11 3 19 45 63 36 
20. Spartak Subotica 34 7 5 22 26 66 26 
21. Borac Cacak 346 4 24:35 79 22 


CROATIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Cibalia 0 Hajduk 0, Zagreb 2 Osijek 2, Ista 0 Slaven 
Belupo 1, Sibenik 2 Dinamo 1, Vukovar ‘91 2 
Hrv.Dragovoljac 0. 
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P WDLFA Pts 
1. Dinamo 28 18 6 4 6922 60 
2. Hajduk 2759 30 Sela 54. 
3. Osijek 23 147 7 5039 49 
4, Slaven Belupo 2% 9 127 2428 39 
5. Cibalia 2% 9 118 3532 38 
6. Rijeka 27 10 7 10 44 34 37 
7. Zagreb 28.9 109 3938 37 
8, Varteks CIE tf Y\ py) Bh SY 
9. Vukovar ‘91 28 6 8 14 22 42 26 
10. Hrv, Dragovoljac 28 6 8 14 3153 26 
11, Sibenik Zino 1322 45d 
12. [stra 28 6 6 16 2751 24 


HUNGARIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Siofok 1 Tatabanya 3, Pecs 0 MTK Budapest 1, 
Ferencvaros 0 Ujpest 0, Szombathely 1 Nyiregyhaza 
1, Gyori ETO 4 Nagykanizsa 0, M Zalaegerszeg 1 Vac 
2, Vasas Budapest 0 Dunaferr 2, Kispest-Honved 1 
Debrecen 0, 


P WDLFA Pts 
1, Dunaferr 25.177 1 5520 58 
2. MTK 25 148 3 4719 50 
3. Vasas 25.15 4 6 4722 49 
4. Tatabanya 26 11 105 28 29 43 
5. Debrecen 26 11 7 8 3731 40 
6. Ferencvaros 26 108 8 4531 38 
7. Ujpest 26 108 8 44 33 38 
8. Nyiregyhaza 25 106 9 29 34-36 
9. Zalaegerszeg 2% 8 116 2819 35 
10. Gyor ETO 259 7 9 4026 34 
11. Kispest Honved 26 9 6 11 25 33 33 
12. Pecs 25.7 108 2839 31 
13. Nagykanizsa 265 8 13 2037 23 
14. Szombathely 3 6 4 15 26 43 22 
15. Diosgyor 2 5 6 14 22 44 21 
16. Siofok 266 5 15 2143 20 
17. Vac 2573 esi e226 Tela 


SWEDISH FIRST DIVISION 


Halmstad v Elfsborg postponed, Sundsvall 2 Orebro 2, 
Frolunda 0 Trelleborg 1. 


1. Sundsvall 

2. IFK Gothenburg 
3. Halmstad 

3. Orgryte 

5. AIK Stockholm 
6. Trelleborg 

7, Orebro 

8. Norrkoping 

9. Gais 

10. Frolunda 

11. Elfsborg 

12. Hammarby 

13. Hacken 

14, Helsingborg 


JAPANESE LEAGUE 


Vissel Kobe 1 Verdy Kawasaki 2, FC Tokyo 1 Gamba 
Osaka 3, Yokohama F Marinos 2 Nagoya Grampus 
Eight 0, JEF United Ichihara 2 Jubilo Iwata 3, Avispa 
Fukuoka 2 Kashiwa Reysol 0, Kawasaki Frontale 2 
Kyoto Purple Sanga 1, Cerezo Osaka 2 Kashima 
Antlers I. 


N-CO-nND 


meee eee ee 
Sooo sNoosCOonRE 
ii ih i — aio) 


SH SCH SCOHK BE NNNWL my 
SIS Sen cyesegler Se 5 


DIED) aS 


NW Deon w 


P WODL FA Pt 
1. Iwata 7 5 02 14:9 15 
2. Yokohama OS OC25128 15 
3, Cerezo Osaka Uo See hee at 
4, Kashiwa Y S: 0.2: 108 12 
5. Shimizu Gas Or 2295 7 tt 
6. FC Tokyo 7403 2n WW 
7. Kashima Bode 10°35 8. st 
8. Ichihara jes 30) Nae oa) & $a fam) 
9. Hiroshima 6 23: 2 20-F §& 49 
10, Fukuoka ES 0 427° 902 
Il. Verdy Kawasaki 7 3 0 4 9 12 8 
12. Kobe RS. 1 NOR SF 
13. Kawasaki Frontale7 2 1 4 6 8 7 
14. Nagoya T'2: 8 STAB: 6 
15.GambaQsaka 7 1 24 8 10 § 
16. Kyoto 7, a. 8 6S 16 3 


(Note: winners in extra time are awarded 2 points) 


x1 


LEAGUE 


ljome 


BOURNE KNIGHTS 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 
GIPPSLAND FALCONS. 
CANBERRA COSMOS 
SYDNEY UNITED 


CITY FORCE 


ADELAIDE 
(Mori 37, 44, 69 & 90) 


| WOLLONGONG WOLVES 


(Chipperfield 32 & 45, Young 64, 76pen, 80 & 91) 
Venue: Bruce Stadium. Crowd: 1,214. Referee: G Zetter. 
Nil. 


| NORTHERN 
(Griffiths 31, Cranney 92) 


Cautions: 

Red Card: Barlow (CC) 75. 

Teams: Canberra Cosmos: Barlow, Popovich, Polak, Winnie {Purdue 
55), Watkins (Kolpak 77), Castro, Hamilton, James, Hooker, Clark, | 


(Cartwright 65), Tobin, 
Hassell (Kim 


Roberts (Prenzoski 62). 
Wolloongong Wolves: Beltrame, Souris, Stanton, Cervinski (Blake 
77), Horsley, Reid, Young, Chipperfield (Husdey 77), Spencer Petrovski 
(Robertson 45), Mennillo. 


Northern Spirit: Henderson, Bingley, Langdon, Slater, Berti (Crook 
58), Moss, Bilolapic (Lyons 72), Cunico, R. Grifiths (A. Griftths 93), T. 
Cranney, S. Cranney. 


CARLTON SC 


(Thompson 44 & 54, Colosimo 48) 


et MATTA PO Elrich 88) ABSW PLAYER 
SYDNEY UNITED OF THE YEAR 


TURN TO PAGE 13 


SOUTH MELBOURNE . 5 
(Coveny 13, Curcija 51 & 72, De Amicis 78, Anastasiadis 89) 
Venue: Olympic Park. Crowd: 4,375. Referee: G Connolly. 


MARCONI STALLIONS 
(M Babic 40, Awaritefe 63,5 Babic 80, Trajanovski 85) 


IEWCASTLE BREAKERS 2 
(Buonavoglia 10, Harper 69) ; 


Venue: Perth Oval. Crowd: 11.003. Referee: S Micallef. 

Cautions: MeManus (NB) 10, Sprod (NB) 58. 

Teams: Perth Glory: J.Petkovic, Trajkovski, Schwertz, Naven, Miller, 

Halpin (Despotovski 46), Edwards, Wehrman, Valle (Afkos 81), Junior, 

Thorp (Ergic 37). 3 

Newcastle Breakers: Catlin, Pryce, Roberts, McManus, Sprod, Dodd 

Sia 69), Wilson, Buonavoglia, Wieczorek (Owens 59), Harper, 
Moore. 


iz Bohins., 

Venue: Knights Stadium. Crowd: 2.510. Referee: C Diomis. 

Cautions: Bunce (AK) 26, Move (AK) 30, Cervinski (MK) 41, Susa (MK) 
Nastevski (MK) 94. — 


Kingz: Duke, Bunce, Lammers, Peny, Stergiopoulos (Siva 
46), ee oa (Osman 57), Campbell, Ngata, Vicelich, Moya 


